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Preface 


In  the  year  1910  Dr.  Frank  S.  Child,  a  former  minister  of  the  First 
Church  in  Fairfield  published  a  book  entitled,  “An  Old  New  England 
Church.”  It  is  a  book  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pages  and  tells  the 
story  of  the  “First  Church,  Congregational”  from  the  day  of  its  founding 
in  1639  to  the  year  of  publication,  1910.  The  book  is  now  out  of  print 
but  a  few  copies  are  in  the  homes  of  some  of  the  church  members. 

The  first  three  chapters  of  the  present  volume  are  a  simple  summary 
of  Dr.  Child’s  history.  All  credit  is  due  to  him  for  his  careful  research 
and  vivid  writing.  Dr.  Child  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church  from 
1888  to  1920.  During  his  pastorate  he  had  a  tireless  pen  and  wrote  a 
number  of  books  and  pamphlets  touching  on  Fairfield  and  the  religious 
history  of  Connecticut.  Thus  it  has  seemed  appropriate  to  dedicate  this 
present  volume  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Child. 


Fairfield  has  every  reason  to  take  pride  in  the  fine  building  of  the 
Historical  Society,  located  beside  the  church,  with  its  library  and  his¬ 
torical  treasures.  There  are  many  residents  of  Fairfield  keenly  interested 
in  the  early  history  of  their  community.  There  are  also  new  members, 
uniting  with  the  First  Church  year  by  year,  coming  from  other  com¬ 
munities  or  other  states.  They  naturally  are  not  familiar  with  the  past 
history  of  the  First  Church. 


It  is  with  such  thoughts  in  mind  that  the  present  writer  has  set  out  to 
summarize  the  main  events  of  the  last  half  century  in  the  life  of  the  First 
Church  and  thus  help  to  bring  Dr.  Child’s  book  up  to  date.  T  his  decision 
lias  been  taken  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  ol  Deaeons  and  Deacon¬ 
esses.  1  he  writer  hopes  that  the  present  volume  will  help  new  church 
members  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  background  of  the  church. 
It  has  been  left  to  his  best  judgment  as  to  what  items  should  be  included 
in  this  brief  summary. 


The  writer  gladly  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  a  number  of  people 
who  have  kindly  volunteered  suggestions  or  contributed  information  of 
interest.  Among  them  are  the  following:  Rev.  John  M.  Deyo,  Rev.  Henry 
F.  Robinson*  Leonard  A.  Beadle,  Roger  P.  Welles,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew 
R.  Blish,  Mrs.  Harold  C.  McKay,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Pillsbury. 

The  writing  of  this  book  has  been  a  labor  of  love.  No  one  can  approach 
such  a  task  without  coming  to  have  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  years 
that  are  gone  and  of  the  men  and  women  whose  sacrifices  and  services 
have  given  us  our  great  American  and  Christian  heritage. 


Wu.nun  S.  Di'MiNc 


Fairfield,  Connecticut 
March,  1963 
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The  First  Church  of  Fairfield 


Chapter  One 

THE  FIRST  TWO  CENTURIES 


n  the  year  1 639  Roger  Ludlow  purchased  from  the 
Indians  a  tract  of  land  called  Uncoa,  a  transaction  that 
was  later  confirmed  by  the  General  Court  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  His  purpose  was  to  organize  a  settlement  which 
would  provide  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  the  residents  who  settled 
in  what  is  now  called  Fairfield.  The  name  Fairfield  was  given  in  1645 
to  an  area  stretching  from  the  Stratford  line  on  the  east  to  the 
Norwalk  line  on  the  west  and  extending  twelve  miles  inland  from 


the  coast.  The  name  given  to  the  first  ecclesiastical  organization 
established  here  was  “The  Prime  Ancient  Society.”  It  was  on  May 
25th,  1685  that  the  General  Court  granted  a  patent  to  the  proprietors, 
thus  confirming  the  quit-claim  deed  previously  executed  by  the 
Indians. 

Ludlow  became  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Connecticut  and 
clearly  was  a  man  of  energy  and  vision.  He  and  those  associated 
with  him  shaped  the  life  of  the  early  colony  in  such  a  way  that 
political  and  religious  affairs  were  closely  identified.  We  need  to  use 
our  imagination  in  order  to  picture  in  our  minds  the  group  of  log 
cabins  situated  around  the  village  green.  Gradually  the  borders  were 
extended  so  that  the  settlers  later  became  scattered  throughout  the 


parish. 


The  early  name  given  to  the  church  was  ‘The  Church  of  Christ.” 
In  fact  that  name  was  used  during  the  first  two  centuries  of  the 


church’s  history.  Dr.  Child  was  unable  to  find  any  church  resolution 
that  added  the  word  “Congregational”  to  the  name  of  the  church. 
The  title,  “Prime  Ancient  Society”  was  used  to  describe  the  business 
activities  of  the  parish  whereas  the  name  “Church  of  Christ”  had 
reference  to  the  spiritual  activities  of  the  members.  There  were  two 
separate  organizations. 

In  the  earliest  days  all  property  owners  in  each  settlement  were 
expected  to  share  the  burden  of  taxation  for  the  support  of  the 
Established  Religion.  Many  of  the  early  settlers  were  Christian  men 
and  women  who  had  chosen  exile  rather  than  withstand  religious 
persecution  in  the  home  country.  They  paid  a  price  for  their  venture 
into  a  new  land. 
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Roger  Ludlow  left  his  stamp  upon  Fairfield  in  many  ways.  For 
twenty-four  years  he  gave  faithful  service  to  the  people  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Massachusetts.  He  helped  to  lay  out  the  original  settlement 
in  Fairfield.  He  assisted  in  the  labors  of  developing  a  wilderness 
home.  In  later  life,  however,  he  returned  to  England  where  he  took 
service  under  Cromwell. 

The  first  church  building  was  a  log  cabin  built  probably  in  the  year 
1640.  It  was  used  both  as  a  town  hall  and  for  public  worship.  Among 
the  original  church  members  we  find  the  names  of  Andrew  Ward, 
Jehue  Burr  and  Nathan  Gold.  Later  we  find  other  names  such  as  Hill, 
Hull,  Barlow,  Buckley,  Pinkney,  Perry,  Jennings,  Jesup,  Sturges, 
Sherwood,  Osborn,  Rowland,  Pell,  Wheeler,  Silliman,  Wakeman, 
Read,  Bradley,  Sanford,  Adams,  Lockwood,  Morehouse,  Hoyt,  Cable, 
and  many  additional  names  later  on. 

Dr.  Child  suggests  that  the  first  period  in  the  life  of  the  church 
extended  from  the  coming  of  Roger  Ludlow  in  1639  to  the  Saybrook 
Synod  in  1708.  The  principles  governing  the  church  in  those  early 
years  are  stated  in  Hookers  “Survey/'  Thus  a  church  has  God  for  its 
“efficient  cause,"  visible  saints  for  its  “material  cause"  and  a  church 
covenant  as  its  “formal  cause."  Each  congregation  has  full  authority 
over  its  own  affairs.  Ordination  is  a  solemn  occasion  where  a  man  is 
called  by  a  particular  congregation.  All  children  of  church  members 
are  to  receive  baptism.  A  Consociation  of  churches  is  to  be  summoned 
when  there  is  need  for  the  giving  of  counsel  or  admonition. 

Concerning  his  “Survey”  Hooker  wrote,  “In  all  these  I  have  leave 
to  proless  the  judgement  ol  the  elders  on  the  river,  New  Haven, 
Guilford,  Milford,  Stratford  and  Fairfield.  At  a  common  meeting  in 
Cambridge  on  July  first,  1645  I  was  desired  by  them  all  to  publish 
what  I  now  do."  Thus  it  is  clear  that  the  Fairfield  church  was  in 
good  standing  among  the  sister  churches  in  1645. 

As  time  passed  there  was  an  influx  of  new  families  coming  into 
Connecticut  with  ideas  somewhat  different  from  those  of  the  original 
settlers.  Time  had  modified  the  views  of  some  of  the  early  planters. 
Lienee  when  the  desire  was  expressed  by  non-church  members  to  have 
their  children  baptized  it  created  difficulties.  There  was  a  growing 
feeling  that  such  a  course  was  desirable. 

Therefore  in  1668  the  General  Court  requested  the  pastors  in 
Noi  vvieh,  Guilford,  Wethersfield  and  Fairfield  to  meet  at  Saybrook 
and  consider  the  controversial  issue  of  infant  baptism.  I  bis  meeting 
produced  a  document  known  as  the  Half-way  Covenant,  permitting 
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the  baptism  of  children  whose  parents  were  not  church  members  in 
full  standing. 

O 

It  was  a  movement  toward  toleration.  It  had  the  cordial  approval 
of  Samuel  Wakeman,  the  Fairfield  pastor.  It  became  the  practice  for 
some  people  to  “own  the  Covenant,”  have  their  names  inscribed  in 
the  parish  register,  take  part  in  transacting  church  business  and  pre¬ 
sent  their  children  for  baptism.  It  amounted  to  an  acceptance  of 
Christ  on  the  part  of  an  individual  without,  however,  professing 
conversion  or  submitting  oneself  to  church  discipline. 

Although  this  procedure  brought  an  increase  in  the  membership 
of  the  parish,  it  also  became  a  divisive  factor  in  some  cases.  Never¬ 
theless  the  Flalf-way  Covenant  practice  prevailed  in  Fairfield  for 
about  a  century  and  a  half.  Candidates  for  the  pastorate  were  care¬ 
fully  examined  upon  the  issue  so  that  there  would  be  harmony 
between  pastor  and  people. 

T  he  Flalf-way  Covenant  was  an  indication  of  the  decline  in  spir¬ 
itual  fervor  that  was  characteristic  throughout  the  colonies  in  the 
second  and  third  generation.  For  example,  Mr.  Wakeman  preached 
a  sermon  before  the  General  Court  in  Hartford  in  1683  calling  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  unhappy  religious  conditions  prevailing  in  Connecticut. 
In  1696  Mr.  Wakeman  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  as  a 
member  of  a  delegation  to  give  counsel  to  the  church  members  at 
Windsor  where  serious  parish  problems  had  arisen. 

It  was  partly  in  response  to  this  unhappy  religious  situation  that  a 
movement  developed  to  establish  a  college  in  the  colony.  A  group  of 
ten  clergymen  met  in  New  Haven  in  1700  to  discuss  the  possible 
establishment  of  a  college.  Among  them  was  the  Fairfield  pastor, 
Mr.  Webb.  The  primary  objective  lor  such  a  college  was  to  be  the 
training  of  young  men  for  the  Christian  ministry.  Out  of  this  dis¬ 
cussion  there  came  the  beginnings  of  Yale  College. 

Dr.  Child  suggests  that  the  second  period  in  the  life  of  the  Fair- 
field  church  extended  from  the  Saybrook  Platform  of  1709  to  the 
disestablishment  of  the  State  Church  in  1818.  1  his  was  a  century  of 
great  upheavals  and  struggle,  including  the  Revolutionary  War. 
There  were  many  battles  between  the  established  religion  and  dis¬ 
senters,  between  patriots  and  Tories,  between  Congregationalists  and 
Episcopalians. 

It  was  in  1708  that  the  Legislature  moved  that  a  Synod  be  con¬ 
vened  in  Saybrook.  The  delegates  from  the  churches  met  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9th  of  that  year.  Out  of  this  meeting  there  came  the  Saybrook 
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Platform,  dealing  with  certain  articles  of  Christian  faith  and  the 
issues  of  church  discipline. 

Thereupon  the  Court  ordered  the  General  Association  of  Con¬ 
necticut  ministers  to  prepare  the  Saybrook  Platform  for  publication. 
The  printing  was  done  in  New  London  and  was  the  first  book  pub¬ 
lished  in  Connecticut.  An  issue  of  2000  copies  was  paid  for  by  the 
Colony  and  327  copies  were  distributed  in  the  Fairfield  area  by 
Lieutenant-Governor  Gold.  The  Saybrook  Platform  was  approved  at 
a  Consociation  Meeting  held  in  Stratfield  on  March  16th,  1709. 
Rev.  Joseph  Webb,  Deacon  John  Thompson  and  Mr.  Samuel  Cobbet 
represented  the  Fairfield  church  at  that  meeting. 

In  general  the  Saybrook  Platform  relieved  the  political  authorities 
from  any  obligation  to  interfere  with  ecclesiastical  matters.  It  pro¬ 
vided  for  county  associations  and  a  general  association  for  all  the 
Connecticut  churches.  Periodic  meetings  were  to  be  held  in  which 
the  clergy  could  discuss  matters  of  common  interest  to  the  churches, 
as  for  example,  the  licensing  and  ordination  of  ministers.  Thus,  in  a 
genuine  sense,  Connecticut  came  to  have  a  Presbyterianized  type  of 
Congregationalism. 

The  Saybrook  Platform  imparted  a  vigorous  impulse  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  Connecticut  churches.  Town  officials  went  about  their 
town  affairs  while  the  church  members  looked  to  their  clergymen 
and  church  committees  for  leadership.  Nevertheless  the  property- 
holders  in  the  various  parishes  continued  to  be  taxed  for  the  support 
of  the  Established  Religion  unless  they  could  present  a  certificate 
certifying  that  they  were  worshipping  in  some  other  church  and 
helping  to  support  some  other  minister.  1  he  Saybrook  Platlorm  con¬ 
tinued  in  force  until  1784  when  the  revision  of  the  Connecticut 
Statutes  omitted  reference  to  it  and  thereby  authorized  the  lapse  of 
its  legal  authority. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Gold,  Fairfield  be¬ 
came  known  as  a  center  of  opposition  to  the  Church  of  England.  He 
was  an  ardent  advocate  on  behalf  of  the  Established  Religion  in 
Connecticut  and  a  stout  opponent  of  the  missionary  activities  carried 
on  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  This  brought 
down  upon  him  the  criticisms  of  the  men  who  had  organized  and 
sustained  the  “Episcopal  Separation  in  Connecticut.  It  was  the  view 
of  Lieutenant-Governor  Gold,  however,  that  the  introduction  of 
Episcopacy  into  New  England  might  eventually  result  in  another 
period  of  religious  tyranny  such  as  had  prevailed  when  the  Pilgrims 
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and  Puritans  left  the  shores  of  England. 

For  many  years  both  church  and  state  had  been  tightly  bound 
together  in  Connecticut  in  what  might  be  called  a  theocracy.  The 
support  of  religion  was  a  public  obligation,  maintained  by  taxation. 
Hence  it  seemed  to  many  that  the  coming  of  the  Episcopal  mission¬ 
aries  was  a  threat  to  the  religious  life  of  the  colony.  Such  fears  may 
seem  groundless  to  us  today  but  they  were  very  real  at  that  time. 
When  prayer  books  were  brought  out  of  hiding  and  the  Episcopal 
influences  began  to  circulate  in  various  towns  there  was  great  excite¬ 
ment  among  the  people. 

There  was  thus  a  political  motivation  in  the  fears  of  Fairfield 
church  members  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Webb.  It  centered  in 
their  belief  that  the  Connecticut  churches  might  eventually  lose  their 
religious  freedom.  The  Church  of  England  might  well  seek  the  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  the  Congregational  way  of  life.  Indeed  the  colonists  might 
lose  their  civil  independence.  This  fear  was  increased  when  the  Rector 
of  Yale  College,  together  with  a  group  of  friends,  decided  to  unite 
with  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Webb  had  been  one  of  the 
founders  of  Yale  College  and  was  greatly  concerned  about  its  welfare. 

Fortunately  the  fears  of  Mr.  Webb  were  not  realized.  There  was 
not  a  large  response  in  Fairfield  to  the  efforts  of  the  S.P.G.  mission¬ 
aries.  There  was  no  major  desertion  from  the  Established  Religion.  It 
was  quite  the  reverse.  The  Fairfield  church  entered  upon  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  periods  in  its  history. 

On  February  7th,  1733  Rev.  Noah  Hobart  became  pastor  of  the 
church.  I  Ie  was  a  man  of  excellent  scholarship  and  tremendous 
energy.  I  Ie  served  the  Fairfield  church  lor  forty  years,  contributing 
greatly  to  its  growth  and  influence.  Those  following  the  path  of  the 
“Episcopal  Separation”  found  in  him  a  controversial  figure  and  sturdy 
antagonist.  I  lis  sermons  on  behalf  of  the  Connecticut  Congregational 
beliefs  rallied  the  church  members  to  his  support. 

In  response  to  the  Saybrook  Platform  the  churches  in  the  Fairfield 
area  proceeded  to  organize  a  “Consociation,”  on  March  17,  1709, 
holding  their  first  meeting  in  the  simple  meeting  house  at  Stratfield. 
To  it  there  came  the  pastors  of  Fairfield,  Danbury,  Stamford,  Nor¬ 
walk  and  Woodbury.  Two  delegates  came  from  the  Stratford  church 
which  was  without  a  pastor  following  the  death  of  Rev.  Israel 
Chauncey.  The  seven  churches  had  twelve  representatives,  one  each 
from  Norwalk  and  Stratfield,  and  the  rest  two  each. 

Rev.  John  Davenport  of  Stamford  was  chosen  as  the  moderator. 
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He  was  the  grandson  of  the  first  pastor  of  the  New  Haven  church. 
I  Iis  father  had  achieved  fame  when  he  stood  up  in  the  I  louse  of 
Deputies  on  a  dark  day  of  an  eclipse  when  the  legislators  feared  that 
the  end  of  the  world  might  be  near.  He  said,  “Let  God  do  his  work. 
We  will  see  to  our  work.  Bring  in  the  candles.” 

The  scribe  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Consociation  was  Rev. 
Charles  Chauncey  of  Stratfield.  His  father  had  been  the  pastor  of 
Stratford  for  many  years.  His  grandfather  had  been  the  President  of 
Llarvard  College.  Rev.  Joseph  Webb  was  present  from  Fairfield.  He 
had  a  reputation  of  being  a  wit  on  social  occasions  and  was  a  good 
story-teller.  Mr.  Webb  was  a  trustee  of  Yale  College  for  thirty  years 
and  pastor  of  the  Fairfield  church  for  thirty  eight  years. 

Rev.  Seth  Shove  represented  the  Danbury  church.  Fie  was  a  Har¬ 
vard  graduate  and  served  the  Danbury  church  for  thirty  nine  years. 
He  was  a  man  of  many  gifts,  notably  a  harmonizing  influence  among 
people.  Rev.  Stephen  Buckingham  came  from  Norwalk.  His  father 
was  pastor  of  the  Saybrook  church  and  also  one  of  the  founders  of 
Yale  College.  His  brother  Thomas  had  served  as  pastor  of  the  Second 
church  in  Hartford.  His  own  pastorate  at  Norwalk  continued  for 
twenty  nine  years. 

Rev.  Anthony  Stoddard  came  from  Woodbury  which  had  been 
settled  by  church  members  from  Stratford.  Mr.  Stoddard  had  a  pas¬ 
torate  extending  for  fifty  eight  years.  Not  only  was  he  the  minister 
but  he  served  as  a  physician  and  a  lawyer.  As  clerk  of  probate  for 
around  forty  years  he  drew  up  most  of  the  wills  of  his  parishioners. 
He  also  was  a  successful  farmer,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  nine 
hundred  pounds. 

I  lore  were  the  men  who,  with  twelve  laymen,  made  up  the  Council 
meeting.  The  first  church  to  be  mentioned  in  the  record  of  proceedings 
was  the  Fairfield  church,  due,  no  doubt,  to  its  leadership  as  the  county 
seat.  Several  prominent  men  in  the  colony  had  their  homes  in  Fair- 
field.  The  town  was  also  known  as  the  center  ol  opposition  to  the 
Church  of  England  missionaries.  Lieutenant-Governor  Gold  lived  in 
Fairfield. 

Dr.  Child  suggests  that  the  Stratfield  Council  was  composed  of 
men  who  were  vigorous  in  the  physical  sense.  They  were  accustomed 
to  horses  and  the  use  of  fire-arms.  They  often  travelled  on  horseback 
through  ice  and  snow.  In  cold  weather  they  wore  caps  and  warm 
cloaks  over  their  black  broadcloth  coats.  I  he  men  were  usually  dressed 
in  vests  and  breeches  with  silver  buckles.  They  wore  heavy  knit 
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woolen  stockings  and  shoes  fastened  with  silver  buckles.  They  also 
wore  thick  woolen  mittens  on  their  hands  in  cold  weather. 

Since  there  was  no  stove  in  the  small  meeting-house,  it  is  possible 
that  foot-stoves  were  brought  to  provide  heat.  They  assembled  in  the 
afternoon,  entering  upon  their  task  with  great  earnestness  and  a  sense 
of  responsibility.  A  prayer  for  guidance  opened  the  session.  The  busi¬ 
ness  at  hand  was  the  consideration  of  the  Saybrook  Platform,  placed 
before  them  for  their  approval.  After  a  lengthy  discussion  they  re¬ 
cessed  for  the  night,  meeting  at  8  A.M.  the  next  morning  for  final 
agreement. 

Their  decision  was  to  form  one  Consociation  for  the  churches  in 
Fairfield  County.  The  Consociation  was  to  meet  periodically  and  deal 
with  ecclesiastical  matters  affecting  the  churches.  Two  additional 
articles  were  added  in  the  morning  session. 


The  group  adjourned  for  lunch,  meeting  again  at  2:30  P.M.  Six 
additional  articles  were  adopted  at  the  afternoon  session,  with  their 
unanimous  approval  being  given  to  all  their  “acts  and  conclusions.” 
The  trend  of  the  meeting  was  conservative,  giving  the  Consociation 
a  judicial  character.  It  may  be  said  in  passing  that  the  form  of  pro¬ 
cedure  adopted  at  Stratheld  prevailed  in  Fairfield  County  into  the 
19th  century. 

The  Savbrook  Platform  set  forth  the  arrangements  for  the  ordina- 

J  O 

tion,  installation,  discipline  and  dismissal  of  the  clergy  in  its  territory. 
In  due  time  committees  were  appointed  to  watch  over  the  churches 
ol  Fairfield  County  and  il  necessary  help  them  to  settle  their  difficul¬ 
ties.  Through  the  years  the  Consociation  exercised  considerable 
inlluence  over  the  churches  of  Fairfield  County. 


Today  the  word  “Consociation”  has  largely  become  obsolete,  being 
replaced  by  the  word  “association.”  But  the  close  sense  of  fellowship 
attained  at  the  Stratheld  meeting  has  endured  from  that  day  to  the 
present  time. 


During  Mr.  Flobart’s  pastorate  he  wrote  a  book  entitled,  “The 
Principles  of  Congregationalism.”  It  was  a  defense  of  the  system  of 
church  administration  prevailing  at  that  time.  It  so  happened  that 
Roger  Wolcott  of  Windsor  took  sharp  issue  with  Mr.  Flobart.  In 
reply  Mr.  Wolcott  wrote  a  careful  statement  criticising  the  new 
system  set  forth  in  the  Saybrook  Platform  of  1708.  Mr.  Wolcott 
preferred  the  Cambridge  Platform  drawn  up  in  1648.  Fie  apparently 
felt  that  Mr.  Ilobart  and  his  followers  had  departed  from  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Hooker. 
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Mr.  Hobart  returned  to  the  debate,  publishing  a  booklet  entitled, 
“An  Attempt  to  illustrate  the  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  of  the 
churches  in  Connecticut.”  In  this  book  he  reiterated  his  own  views 
concerning  the  issue  at  hand.  He  felt  that  there  had  to  be  a  delicate 
balance  drawn  as  between  authority  and  liberty  in  the  churches  of 
Connecticut.  Nevertheless  it  became  clear  that  there  was  a  growing 
difference  of  opinion  among  church  members  in  Fairfield  and  else¬ 
where  concerning  the  authority  of  the  state  over  local  churches,  affect¬ 
ing  their  worship  and  discipline. 

The  “Great  Awakening”  in  1741  under  the  leadership  of  Jonathan 
Edwards  of  Northampton  brought  various  changes  into  the  life  of 
the  Connecticut  churches.  Some  church  members  followed  the  revival 
emphasis  of  Mr.  Edwards  with  great  enthusiasm.  Others  became 
critical.  The  pendulum  thus  swung  hack  and  forth.  It  swung  from 
the  reaction  of  some  members  against  the  worldliness  of  their  neigh- 


hors  over  to  the  other  extreme. 

Those  who  favored  the  new  evangelistic  emphasis  with  its  emo¬ 
tionalism  were  called  “the  New  Lights.”  They  gladly  followed  the 
leadership  of  men  like  Edwards  and  Whitfield.  Other  church  mem¬ 
bers  looked  with  suspicion  upon  emotional  display  and  were  called 
“the  Old  Lights.”  They  preferred  to  follow  the  familiar  pattern  of 
the  Established  Church  as  they  had  come  to  know  it  from  childhood. 

I  lere  was  a  contrast  that  sometimes  became  distressing,  even  divid¬ 
ing  families  and  communities.  At  the  same  time  it  did  bring  a  new 
spiritual  dynamic  into  many  hearts.  As  the  result  of  the  Great 
Awakening  a  new  religious  zeal  entered  the  life  of  many  congrega¬ 
tions.  It  brought  innovations.  But  through  it  all  there  were  some 
church  members  who  were  distrustful  of  the  emotional  aspects  of 
the  Awakening. 

Mr.  Hobart  was  among  those  who  were  skeptical  of  the  emotional 
tide  sweeping  over  the  New  England  churches.  He  made  this  clear 
in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  the  members  of  the  Fairfield  church  while  he 
was  ill.  Mr.  Hobart  questioned  the  advisability  of  having  an  evan¬ 
gelist  come  to  Fairfield  for  a  series  of  meetings.  He  felt  that  it  might 

o  00 

have  a  disruptive  influence  among  the  church  members. 

In  general  the  members  of  the  Fairfield  church  supported  Mr. 
Hobart’s  position.  Indeed  the  problem  of  visiting  evangelists  became 
so  acute  that  the  Connecticut  legislature  passed  a  law  in  May  1742 
stating  that  ministers  should  not  preach  outside  their  own  parishes 
except  when  given  an  invitation  by  a  properly  constituted  authority. 
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Because  oF  such  a  law  some  of  the  travelling  evangelists  made  unkind 
remarks  regarding  various  pastors.  Said  Whitfield  “their  light  has 
become  darkness/’  It  was  because  of  such  comments  that  Mr.  Whit¬ 
field  was  not  invited  to  address  the  church  members  at  Fairfield. 

It  was  also  during  this  period  that  the  necessity  arose  for  a  new 
church  meeting-house,  the  third  in  the  history  of  the  parish.  Mr. 
Hobart  had  succeeded  in  building  up  the  membership  to  a  point 
where  more  room  was  needed  for  the  worshippers  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  There  was  no  longer  a  danger  that  many  members  might  adopt 
the  prayer  book  as  their  guide.  During  his  pastorate  of  forty  years 
Mr.  Hobart  performed  more  than  nine  hundred  baptisms,  the  names 
being  faithfully  recorded  in  the  church  register. 

The  spirit  of  religious  friction  reached  a  culmination  during  the 
period  of  the  American  revolution.  It  was  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
Church  of  England  members  identified  themselves  with  Tory  senti¬ 
ments.  No  doubt  that  was  true  for  most  of  New  England.  As  the 
struggle  for  liberty  became  more  tense,  the  lines  of  division  became 
sharper.  Some  of  the  Episcopal  church  members  defended  various 
acts  of  Parliament  such  as  the  Stamp  Act. 


This  Act  of  Parliament  kindled  the  flames  of  antagonism  between 
the  Church  of  England  members  and  those  of  the  First  Church.  Both 
sides  were  following  the  guidance  of  the  conscience.  Both  felt  deeply 
that  they  were  in  the  right.  The  Church  of  England  members  felt  a 
strong  bond  with  the  mother  country.  They  felt  that  political  re¬ 
sistance  might  endanger  the  welfare  of  religion  in  the  colonies.  They 
felt  that  the  call  lor  independence  somehow  east  a  reflection  upon  the 
Episcopal  churches  in  the  old  country.  This  was  especially  true  ol  the 
Episcopal  missionaries  carrying  on  evangelistic  activities  in  the  colo¬ 
nies.  Their  primary  loyalty  was  to  England. 

When  Mr.  Hobart  passed  away  it  became  necessary  for  the  church 
members  to  look  for  a  suitable  successor.  They  learned  of  a  Harvard 
instructor  named  Andrew  Eliot  Jr.  who  was  the  son  of  the  pastor  of 
the  North  Church  in  Boston.  When  Mr.  Eliot  visited  Fairfield  he 
received  a  warm  reception.  The  church  members  were  glad  to  note 
that  Mr.  Eliot  was  an  ardent  patriot,  as  were  so  many  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston. 


It  was  the  desire  of  the  church  to  give  Mr.  Eliot  a  unanimous  call 
to  become  their  minister.  This  was  prevented,  however,  by  one  of  the 
church  members  who  did  not  relish  Mr.  Eliot’s  political  views  on  be¬ 
half  of  liberty.  Hence  the  church  meeting  was  postponed  for  a  week. 
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When  the  parish  members  held  the  adjourned  meeting,  one  mem¬ 
ber  arose  and  told  of  a  dream  he  had  had  the  night  before.  In  the 
dream  the  leader  of  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Eliot  was  pictured  as  doing 
the  work  of  Satan.  When  the  member  finished  telling  about  his 


dream,  the  leader  of  the  opposition  stamped  out  of  the  room  in  an 
angry  mood  and  Mr.  Eliot  received  a  unanimous  call. 

On  beginning  his  pastorate  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Eliot  met  with  a 
warm  response.  One  of  the  members,  Col.  Silliman,  was  in  charge  of 
the  local  militia.  I  Ie  later  became  a  General  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Me  also  served  in  the  office  of  deacon. 

The  night  in  which  he  was  taken  prisoner,  May  first,  1779,  he  was 
preparing  for  the  Communion  Service  in  the  church  on  the  following 
day.  The  silver  cups  and  tankards  had  been  carefully  polished.  When 
the  enemy  broke  into  the  house  the  church  silver  was  standing  in  a 
corner  of  the  bedroom.  Mrs.  Silliman  quickly  covered  it  with  loose 
garments  so  that  when  the  British  entered  the  room  they  did  not  see 
the  silver  objects,  although  other  valuables  were  removed  by  the 
soldiers. 


Another  leading  figure  in  both  the  church  and  the  state  at  that 

O  O 

time  was  Thaddeus  Burr,  I  Iigh  Sheriff,  Deputy,  and  a  member  of 
the  Governor’s  Council.  Me  contributed  in  many  ways  toward  the 
advancement  of  church  interests.  Among  his  friends  there  were  many 
prominent  scholars,  artists,  statesmen  and  clergymen.  Among  those 
visiting  in  his  Fairfield  home  from  time  to  time  were  the  artist  Copley, 
members  of  the  Adams  family,  Quincys,  Hancocks,  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  Lafayette,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Trumbull. 


Still  another  leader  in  the  church  in  those  days  was  Jonathan 
Sturges,  secretary  for  the  Sons  of  Liberty  in  Connecticut.  Me  was  a 
member  of  various  town  committees,  a  member  of  Congress  and  a 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  Along  with  Col.  Silliman,  Andrew 
Rowland,  Job  Bartram  and  Thaddeus  Burr,  he  represented  the  town 
at  a  County  Congress  which  met  to  discuss  the  issue  of  independence. 
Mr.  Sturges  was  sitting  on  Mr.  Burr’s  porch  when  a  messenger 
brought  the  letter  telling  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington. 

Thus  many  members  of  the  Fairfield  church  were  deeply  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  cause  of  independence.  Pastor  and  people  worked 
together  in  sympathetic  cooperation.  The  church  life  was  largely 
merged  with  the  political  issues  that  commanded  the  attention  of  the 
community.  There  were  sermons  on  taxation  and  other  sermons  on 
the  rights  of  man.  People  talked  about  politics  in  the  homes,  on  the 
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streets  and  at  the  church  meetings. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  cleavage  between  the  Fairfield  Church 
members  and  those  loyal  to  the  Church  of  England  became  sharper. 
Feelings  ran  high.  The  loyalists  were  given  encouragement  by  the 
Episcopal  missionaries.  There  was  increasing  bitterness  between  the 
First  Church  and  the  members  of  Trinity  Church. 

A  day  came  when  Mr.  Sayre,  the  rector  of  Trinity  Church  was 
forbidden  to  pray  for  the  king  of  England.  This  meant  a  change  in 
the  form  of  worship  as  found  in  the  Prayer  Book.  In  fact  Mr.  Sayre 
wrote  apologetically  to  the  church  authorities  in  London,  explaining 
his  failure  to  be  faithful  to  the  Prayer  Book.  It  was  the  view  of  the 
patriots  that  the  followers  of  Mr.  Sayre  were  aiding  the  British.  In 
fact,  at  one  time,  Mr.  Sayre  was  removed  from  Fairfield  and  taken 
into  the  interior.  When  allowed  to  return,  his  freedom  of  movement 
was  circumscribed. 

The  burning  of  Fairfield  by  the  British  on  July  7th,  1779  marked 
a  turning  point  in  town  history.  There  was  desolation  on  all  sides. 
The  Meeting-House,  the  Church  of  England  Building,  the  Court 
House,  the  Prison  and  other  public  buildings  were  in  ashes.  At  the 
moment  it  occurred  many  of  the  male  residents  were  away  in  the 
armed  forces.  It  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  people  of  Fairfield  but  they 
faced  up  to  the  crisis  with  great  heroism.  Many  of  the  citizens  were 
reduced  to  poverty  and  it  took  years  for  the  town  to  recover. 

Three  days  after  the  fire,  the  church  members  met  for  church 
services  at  the  home  of  Deacon  Bulklcy.  Mr.  Eliot's  sermon  on  that 
occasion  was  preserved  and  placed  in  the  corner  stone  of  a  later 
church  building.  The  sermon  was  a  victorious  expression  of  laith 
and  hope  for  the  future.  For  over  a  year  church  services  continued 
to  be  held  in  various  homes  of  the  church  members.  When  the  new 
town-house  was  built  the  church  members  held  services  there  until 
the  new  Meeting-House  was  ready  for  use. 

As  the  result  of  the  fire,  the  town  of  Fairfield  lost  some  of  its  former 
prestige.  A  certain  amount  of  town  business  was  diverted  to  Newfield. 
Mr.  Sayre  himself  had  left  Fairfield  and  sailed  away  with  the  British 
forces.  It  looked  for  a  while  as  though  the  Episcopal  influences  in 
Fairfield  were  at  an  end. 

When  Mr.  Eliot  first  came  to  Fairfield  as  the  new  pastor  it  was  not 
in  any  controversial  spirit  as  regards  the  Church  of  England.  With 
the  ending  of  the  war,  the  political  issues  were  settled  for  the  time 
being.  Mr.  Eliot  was  quite  free  from  any  mood  of  partisanship.  Bishop 
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Seabury  took  note  of  the  mood  of  conciliation  when  he  spoke  to  the 
primary  Convention  of  Episcopal  churches  in  Middletown. 

Trinity  Church  in  Fairfield  was  continuing  to  maintain  a  rather 
precarious  existence  during  these  turbulent  days.  Mr.  Sayre  had  de¬ 
parted  along  with  other  loyalists  and  their  building  was  burned.  But 
there  were  a  few  of  their  members  remaining  in  Fairfield.  In  1790 
Jonathan  Sturges  and  Thaddeus  Burr,  members  of  the  Prime  Ancient 
Society,  were  delegated  to  drive  a  stake  on  Mill  Plain  where  the 
members  of  Trinity  Church  might  erect  a  new  edifice.  This  act 
ushered  in  a  new  spirit  of  friendly  cooperation  between  the  members 
of  the  two  churches. 

The  new  mood  of  tolerance  was  also  apparent  in  Hartford  among 
the  political  authorities.  The  so-called  Separatists  became  a  more 
active  influence  in  Connecticut.  Baptists  and  Methodists  began  to 
increase  in  numbers.  The  desire  to  establish  a  separation  between 
church  and  state  became  a  lively  issue.  From  1650,  when  the  Funda¬ 
mental  Orders  had  been  established,  there  had  been  a  close  bond 
between  church  and  state  in  Connecticut.  It  was  now  the  feeling 
that  churches  should  be  free  from  all  political  interference. 

As  Lyman  Beecher  later  commented,  “When  all  the  churches  in 
Connecticut  stood  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  many 
brethren  of  the  Establishment  felt  that  religion  had  received  a  shock 
from  which  it  might  never  recover.  For  several  days  I  myself  suffered 
greatly  because  of  the  best  thing  that  ever  happened  to  Connecticut. 
It  cut  the  churches  loose  from  dependence  on  state  support.  It  threw 
them  wholly  on  their  own  resources  and  on  Cod.” 
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Chapter  Two 

THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

Throughout  its  history  the  Fairfield  Church  has  been  actively  iden¬ 
tified  with  important  movements  in  the  religious  life  of  Connecticut. 
It  upheld  the  Fundamental  Orders  of  1650,  as  also  the  Principles  of 
the  Cambridge  Synod.  It  favored  the  Saybrook  Platform  of  1708.  It 
opposed  the  Separationists.  It  was  rather  skeptical  of  the  emotional 
outbursts  of  the  “New  Lights.”  It  was  opposed  to  the  encroachments 
of  the  Episcopal  missionaries  from  England.  And  the  members  entered 
wholeheartedly  into  the  struggle  for  liberty  in  1775. 

In  a  similar  manner  the  church  members  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  various  reform  movements  of  the  early  nineteenth  century.  Before 
Timothy  Dwight  became  the  President  of  Yale  College  he  and  Mr. 
Eliot  had  been  close  friends  and  continued  in  that  relationship.  The 
influence  of  Dr.  Dwight  was  widely  felt  in  Fairfield  where  he  main¬ 
tained  his  school  in  Greenfield  Hill. 

When  Mr.  Flumphrey  began  his  ministry  in  the  Fairfield  church 
he  quickly  revealed  his  opposition  to  the  old  Plalf-way  Covenant. 
Under  his  leadership  the  church  members  voted  that  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  was  necessary  before  admission  into  church  membership.  As 
a  result  Mr.  Humphrey  removed  from  the  rolls  those  members  who 
had  little  interest  in  the  religious  life  of  the  church. 

Those  whose  names  were  removed  from  the  roll  were  asked  to  take 
six  months  for  self-examination  after  which  they  could  enter  into  full 
communion  with  the  church  if  they  so  desired  and  could  assent  to 
the  new  Confession  of  Faith  recently  adopted.  If  they  declined  to 
take  such  a  step  it  was  understood  that  they  had  voluntarily  with¬ 
drawn  from  all  connection  with  the  church  and  were  in  the  same 
status  as  those  who  had  never  “owned  the  Covenant.” 

The  result  was  that  the  church  roll  was  reduced  until  only  those 
remained  as  church  members  who  made  a  public  confession  of  Christ. 
Flowever,  Mr.  Humphrey  was  a  man  with  great  evangelistic  zeal.  He 
proceeded  at  once  to  arouse  new  interest  and  bring  new  members  into 
the  church.  In  such  a  manner  the  Fairfield  church  came  to  have  a 
real  part  in  what  was  later  called  by  the  historians  “The  Second  Great 
Awakening.” 

The  Second  Awakening  was  largely  sparked  by  the  effort  to  over¬ 
come  the  spiritual  lethargy  which  had  followed  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.  Under  the  influence  of  the  Awakening  various  reform  move- 
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mcnts  took  root.  One  reform  measure  was  the  Temperance  Movement 
which  began  about  this  time.  Drunkenness  had  developed  to  an 
alarming  extent.  The  public  conscience  was  beginning  to  be  aroused. 

Mr.  I  Iumphrey  was  a  member  of  a  committee,  appointed  by  the 
Fairlield  Consociation,  to  present  a  report  on  the  Temperance  issue. 
In  1813  he  began  to  write  a  series  of  articles  on  the  subject.  It  was  as 
though  the  Fairfield  church,  through  its  minister,  now  became  a 
temperance  society,  working  in  the  town  and  county. 

In  his  temperance  efforts  Mr.  I  Iumphrey  had  the  hearty  support 
of  Judge  Roger  Sherman  who  was  a  nephew  of  the  Roger  Sherman 
who  had  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Judge  Sherman 
was  a  deacon  of  the  church  and  a  man  of  intellectual  vigor.  He  had 
become  a  total  abstainer  and  encouraged  others  likewise  to  accept  the 
“teetotaler’s  creed.” 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  who  did  not  die 
in  Fairfield  during  his  pastorate.  His  leadership  in  the  Temperance 
Movement  opened  for  him  larger  fields  of  service  so  that  he  resigned 
from  his  pastorate  in  order  to  accept  service  elsewhere.  When  his 
successor,  Mr.  Flewit,  assumed  his  pastoral  duties,  he  announced  at 
once  to  his  parishioners  that  they  need  not  expect  him  to  join  with 
them  in  taking  a  social  Hass. 

In  those  days  it  had  been  the  custom  at  ordination  services  to  fur¬ 
nish  a  liberal  supply  of  intoxicating  drinks.  It  was  also  the  custom  to 
give  the  minister  a  glass  of  toddy  when  he  made  his  pastoral  calls. 
1  lencc  a  series  of  calls  might  become  the  occasion  for  a  number  of 
glasses.  Mr.  1  Iumphrey ’s  example  helped  the  parishioners  to  put  limits 
on  their  social  drinking. 

Dr.  Ilewit  was  an  eloquent  speaker  with  a  deep  musical  voice.  He 
had  a  vigorous  physique  and  a  well-stored  mind.  Through  his  leader¬ 
ship  the  Fairfield  church  maintained  a  prominent  place  in  the  Tem¬ 
perance  Movement,  which  had  started  under  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Humphrey. 

Furthermore  Dr.  I  Icwil  was  a  man  o(  conservative  theological 
views.  Like  Judge  Sherman  he  stood  squarely  for  the  orthodox  faith 
of  early  New  England.  He  proclaimed  the  gospel  in  terms  of  the 
ancient  symbols.  It  was  said  that  because  of  his  strict  orthodoxy,  his 
own  son  Augustus  broke  away  from  the  family  faith  and  became  the 
spiritual  head  of  the  Paulist  Fathers.  Dr.  I  Icwil  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  organizing  of  a  new  Theological  Seminary  of  Orthodox  views  at 
East  Windsor  in  1833.  For  a  number  ol  years  he  served  as  a  trustee. 
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East  view  of  the  Court  House,  Church  and  Jail,  Fairfield. 
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In  later  years  this  new  school  became  Hartford  Theological  Seminary. 

It  was  necessary  for  Dr.  Hewit  to  have  a  good  deal  of  courage  in 
his  preaching  inasmuch  as  many  of  his  parishioners  were  lawyers  and 
others  who  were  well  educated  and  in  sympathy  with  some  of  the 
new  interpretations  of  truth.  He  had  to  have  courage  to  uphold  his 
temperance  views  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  his  church  members 
enjoyed  a  social  glass. 

His  espousal  of  the  temperance  cause  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  leaders  of  the  American  Temperance  Society.  They  persuaded 
him  to  take  a  leave  of  absence  from  his  pulpit  so  that  he  could  help 
organize  temperance  societies  in  other  places.  He  was  so  successful 
in  this  endeavor  that  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  resign  his  pastorate 
and  devote  all  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  Temperance  Society.  This 
he  did,  entering  upon  his  work  of  lecturing  and  preaching  on  behalf 
of  temperance.  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Atwater,  “What  Luther  was  to 
the  Reformation,  Whitfield  to  the  Revival  of  1740,  Wesley  to  Meth¬ 
odism,  Nathaniel  Hewit  was  to  the  temperance  reformation.” 

It  was  also  during  this  period  that  the  Sunday  School  became  an 
important  branch  of  church  work.  Much  could  be  written  about  the 
development  of  Sunday  Schools  in  the  early  part  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  Later  on  missionary  societies  appeared  in  various  churches, 
following  upon  the  organization  of  national  societies  like  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Board.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting  took  root  in  the  various  homes 
of  the  parish.  Some  of  these  prayer  meetings  developed  into  charitable 
societies  with  the  aim  of  giving  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  were 
afflicted  by  misfortune. 

When  the  sessions  of  the  county  court  were  no  longer  held  in  Fair- 
field  the  community  gradually  assumed  a  more  quiet  and  settled  way 
of  life.  It  was  no  longer  a  port  for  ships  or  the  capital  of  the  county. 
Moreover  the  Fairfield  church  had  encouraged  its  members  living  at 
a  distance  to  establish  other  churches  more  convenient  to  their  resi¬ 
dence.  The  church  in  Southport  was  established  in  1843  and  the 
church  in  Black  Rock  in  1848.  These  departures,  however,  did  not 
discourage  the  mother  church  from  continuing  its  evangelistic  out¬ 
reach. 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Atwater  that  a  new  church 
building  was  erected  in  1849.  Eighty-two  individuals  subscribed  a 
total  of  $8015  in  1 848  to  build  a  new  house  of  worship.  Ten  years 
later  twenty-three  people,  with  the  help  of  the  Ladies  Society,  raised 
$1650  to  add  a  Lecture  Room  to  the  church. 
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This  new  edifice  was  the  most  expensive  and  ornate  building  yet 
to  occupy  the  historic  site.  It  also  was  the  first  church  building  to  be 
financed  entirely  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  former  church 
buildings  had  been  financed  largely  by  taxation. 

During  his  pastorate  Dr.  Atwater  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
theological  controversies  of  his  day.  He  was  a  born  controversialist 
and  loved  to  take  part  in  debate.  Dr.  Child  suggests  that  the  Fairfield 
church  deliberately  chose  him  as  their  minister  because  he  reflected 
their  own  theological  views. 

O 


Be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  in  the  Fairfield  parsonage  that  the  Fairfield 
West  Association  of  ministers  met  on  January  8th  1850  to  discuss  a 
recent  book  by  Florace  Bushnell  of  Hartford  entitled,  “God  in  Christ.” 
Dr.  Atwater  was  appointed  a  member  of  a  committee  which  was  asked 
to  make  a  detailed  report  at  a  following  meeting. 

At  the  later  meeting  a  remonstrance  was  adopted  and  forwarded 
to  the  Moderator  of  the  Flartford  Central  Association  of  which  Dr. 
Bushnell  was  a  member.  The  reply  came  back  from  Hartford  and 
was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Fairfield  West  Association  on  May 
27th,  1851.  The  answer  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  Dr. 
Atwater  was  a  member.  The  report  of  this  committee  was  published 
and  circulated  among  the  Congregational  ministers  of  Connecticut. 
'Still  later  a  Memorial  was  addressed  to  the  General  Association  of 
Connecticut  Ministers. 


The  fear  of  Dr.  Atwater  and  others  who  held  his  views  was  that 
the  Congregational  churches  in  Connecticut  might  come  to  a  division 
such  as  occurred  in  Massachusetts  in  connection  with  the  Unitarian 
Secession.  Looking  at  it  a  hundred  years  later,  their  tears  seem  to  be 
groundless.  But  they  seemed  very  real  at  that  time  to  both  Dr.  Atwater 
and  Dr.  I  Ievvit.  It  was  because  of  his  strong  theological  views  that 
Dr.  Atwater  felt  impelled  to  take  issue  with  such  eminent  church 
leaders  as  Horace  Bushnell  of  Flartford  and  Leonard  Bacon  of  New 
Haven.  Needless  to  say  the  “New  Theology”  did  not  find  many 
adherents  among  the  Fairfield  church  members. 

One  active  church  leader  during  Dr.  Atwater’s  pastorate  was 
Thomas  Burr  Osborne.  I  Ie  was  Judge  ol  Probate,  Judge  ol  the 
Superior  Court  and  a  member  of  Congress  for  two  terms.  He  was 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  theological  views  of  Dr.  Atwater. 
Hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  views  of  men  like  Dr.  Atwater, 
Judge  Osborne  and  Judge  Sherman  found  ready  acceptance  among 
the  members  of  the  l ‘airfield  church.  It  is  worth  noting  in  passing 
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that  the  three  pastors  who  followed  Dr.  Atwater  were  also  men  of 
similar  theological  views,  namely  Willis  Lord,  Alexander  McLean 
and  Edward  Rankin. 

During  the  middle  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  ecclesiastical 
structure  of  the  Connecticut  Congregational  churches  passed  through 
substantial  changes.  In  October  1875  a  report  was  prepared  for  the 
Fairfield  West  Consociation  urging  that  a  new  constitution  be 
adopted.  This  suggestion  met  opposition  from  some  of  the  dele¬ 
gates,  including  Dr.  Rankin.  They  felt  that  the  old  system  had 
worked  well,  giving  the  Consociation  certain  powers  over  the  local 
churches.  It  was  their  desire  that  this  authority  be  continued.  It  was 
substantially  a  system  of  ecclesiastical  oversight. 

However  new  views  had  come  to  prevail  among  the  Connecticut 
Congregational  churches.  Gradually  the  Consociation  had  ceased  to 
exert  much  influence  over  its  member  churches.  It  had  largely  become 
an  organization  for  giving  counsel  and  advice,  in  such  matters  as 
ordination,  installation  and  the  dismissal  of  pastors.  Such  a  change 
was  in  the  spirit  of  the  times.  However,  the  example  of  Connecticut 
during  the  preceding  two  centuries  had  left  a  mark  upon  the  Con¬ 
gregational  churches  of  the  nation.  The  churches  of  Connecticut  had 
remained  in  close  fellowship  during  many  periods  of  upheaval  and 
tension. 


During  the  early  years  of  the  Fairfield  church,  subscription  to  a 
creed  was  expected  of  those  who  entered  into  lull  church  member¬ 
ship.  Down  through  the  years,  the  church  creed  was  altered,  as 
seemed  best  to  the  membership.  The  Church  Covenant  also  was 
modified  from  time  to  time.  The  requirement  of  accepting  the  church 
creed  before  membership,  however,  was  finally  dropped  in  the  year 
1895.  Since  that  time  candidates  for  membership  have  been  accepted 
on  the  understanding  of  their  having  had  a  Christian  experience.  Or 
as  young  people,  they  have  passed  through  a  period  of  preparation 
and  been  members  of  the  Sunday  School. 

It  is  well  to  mention  the  fact  that  during  its  three  centuries  of 
history  the  Fairfield  church  has  been  free  from  divisions  or  schism. 
To  quote  the  words  of  Dr.  Atwater:  “This  church  and  Society, 
through  their  entire  existence,  have  been  blessed  with  peace  and  free 
from  internal  dissensions.” 


This  is  indeed  a  tribute  to  the  Christian  qualities  of  the  church 
membership.  It  is  a  notable  example  of  conciliation  and  team  work. 
There  is  no  record  ol  any  split  in  the  Fairfield  parish,  in  spite  of  the 
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tremendous  crises  through  which  the  nation  passed.  The  Consociation 
was  never  asked  to  heal  any  breach  or  adjust  any  discord  in  Fairfield. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  members  of  the  Fairfield  church  more  than 
once  were  asked  to  help  in  settling  difficulties  in  other  parishes. 

In  the  early  days  it  was  the  custom  to  elect  deacons  for  life.  That 
custom  was  abrogated  in  1899  when  it  was  decided  to  elect  deacons 
for  a  term  of  years,  a  custom  which  has  endured  to  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Child  gives  a  brief  historical  summary  of  the  musical  aspects 
of  the  Sunday  morning  worship  services.  In  the  earliest  times  the 
Psalm  Book  was  used,  much  later  to  be  replaced  by  hymn  books. 
Various  church  members,  like  John  Gold  or  Samuel  Gold,  helped  in 
setting  and  reading  the  psalms.  Later  this  task  was  undertaken  by 
singing  teachers  with  their  pitch  pipes  or  tuning  forks. 

Still  later  the  bass  viol  and  violin  came  into  use,  helping  with  the 
church  music.  Then  appeared  the  melodeon  with  part  singing.  Finally 
came  the  pipe  organ  which  gave  rise  to  the  volunteer  choir  or  quartet. 
These  changes  have  taken  place  through  the  years  without  any  par¬ 
ticular  difficulties  although  it  is  said  that  church  music  can,  at  times, 
create  misunderstandings  in  a  church. 

In  a  similar  manner  the  “Order  of  Service”  has  received  modifica¬ 
tions  through  the  years.  An  early  custom  was  to  summon  the  people 
to  worship  at  nine  o'clock  with  the  help  of  a  drum,  a  horn  or  a  signal 
gun.  It  was  quite  an  innovation  when  the  first  hell  was  hung  in  the 
church  steeple  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 

In  the  early  years  the  “Order  of  Service”  was  quite  simple.  The 
people  stood  for  a  long  prayer.  The  music  leader  lined  out  the  psalm 
which  was  sometimes  sung  without  special  rhythm  or  harmony.  There 
was  the  reading  of  the  scripture,  with  comments  by  the  pastor.  There 
followed  a  second  psalm,  and  the  sermon  completed  the  service.  The 
hour  glass  was  usually  turned  once  or  even  twice  by  a  deacon,  indi¬ 
cating  that  the  services  usually  lasted  between  two  and  three  hours 
in  length. 

As  time  passed  the  service  was  modified  by  shorter  prayers  and 
shorter  sermons.  The  music  was  improved  with  the  introduction  of 
anthems,  usually  sung  by  choirs. 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century  there  developed  an  increasing  em¬ 
phasis  on  liturgical  matters.  There  was  an  effort  to  have  more  dignity 
in  the  morning  service  and  less  informality.  Ancient  hymns  appeared 
in  modern  hymn  books.  There  was  an  increasing  emphasis  upon  the 
importance  ol  the  worshipful  mood  in  the  sanctuary  on  Sunday 
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morning.  The  use  of  the  organ  was  enhanced  and  the  psalms  came 
to  be  read  responsively,  followed  by  the  Gloria  Patri.  Thus  the  “Order 
of  Service”  which  is  used  today  has  come  down  to  us  by  a  natural 
process  of  evolution.  The  enrichment  of  the  “Order  of  Worship”  is 
related  to  the  desire  of  the  parishioners  to  have  a  worshipful  mood  in 
the  service. 

During  its  long  history  the  Fairfield  church  has  received  many 
gifts  from  its  members,  quite  a  few  of  them  as  a  memorial  to  loved 
ones.  In  the  earliest  times  such  articles  became  the  property  of  the 
Society  through  a  vote  of  the  town.  It  was  not  until  1849  that  a  church 
edifice  was  erected  by  volunteer  subscriptions. 

Preceding  1849  there  had  been  grants  of  land  made  to  the  succes¬ 
sive  church  pastors  by  thdi  towns  people.  The  first  memorial  gift 
made  to  the  church,  as  recorded  in  the  record  book,  was  money  for  a 
silver  bowl,  given  by  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman  in  1692.  Capt.  Burr 
was  requested  to  purchase  the  cup  and  the  amount  of  three  pounds 
was  set  aside  for  the  purchase.  In  1726  Capt.  Joseph  Wakeman  gave 
a  similar  amount  for  the  purchase  of  a  silver  goblet  for  the  use  of  the 
church.  A  third  cup  was  given  by  Jonathan  Sturges  with  the  date  of 
1722  inscribed  upon  it. 

In  1752  a  large  silver  cup  was  given  to  the  church  by  Capt.  John 
Silliman,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  church  following  the  death  of  his 
wife.  In  1753  Sturges  Lewis  presented  the  church  with  a  silver  tank¬ 
ard  weighing  thirty-three  ounces.  In  1757  a  second  silver  tankard  was 
given  to  the  church  by  T  homas  Hill.  In  1777  Mrs.  E.  Wyncoop 
added  another  silver  goblet  to  (be  collection  of  communion  silver.  In 
1780  Dr.  Nathaniel  Lothrop  of  Plymouth  gave  the  church  a  beautiful 
silver  bowl  in  memory  of  his  wife  who  was  a  daughter  of  a  former 
minister,  Rev.  Noah  Hobart. 

Dr.  Child  states  that  this  rare  collection  of  silver  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  communion  services  in  the  nation,  connected  as  it  is  with 
various  families  who  were  church  members  through  many  genera¬ 
tions. 

In  1740  Anthony  Nonguier  gave  to  the  church  a  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  for  investment,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  used 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry.  In  1755  Thaddeus  Burr  left  a  legacy 
of  ten  pounds  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  ministry.  In  1756  the 
church  received  a  gift  of  twenty  pounds  from  Miss  Sarah  Sloss,  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books  by  the  pastor  of  the  church.  The  books 
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were  to  be  kept  in  a  library  and  cared  for  by  the  minister  and  the 
deacons. 

Captain  John  Silliman  who  gave  a  large  silver  cup  to  the  church 
in  1752,  also  gave  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  church,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  church  purposes.  In  1771  a  gift  of  twenty  pounds  came 
to  the  church  from  the  estate  of  Col.  James  Smedley.  There  was  also 
a  gift  of  $500  by  Ebenezer  Burr,  Second,  the  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  used  for  a  ‘settled  pastor  who  subscribed  to  the  articles  of  faith 
adopted  by  the  church/' 

In  1796  Thaddeus  and  Eunice  Burr  made  a  gift  to  the  church  of 
six  acres  of  land  as  a  parsonage  lot.  This  property  was  sold  later  for 
$3300  and  the  proceeds  invested  in  bank  stock.  In  1799  the  church 
received  twenty-four  acres  of  land  containing  buildings  as  a  legacy 
from  Miss  Rebecca  Downs.  The  property  was  sold  and  the  money 
invested,  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  ministry. 
Some  of  these  old  funds  are  still  functioning  in  the  church. 

The  Sherman  parsonage  was  erected  by  Roger  M.  Sherman  in 
1816.  It  was  the  beautiful  colonial  home  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Sherman 
during  their  life  time.  Upon  their  death  it  was  deeded  to  the  church, 
to  be  used  as  a  parsonage.  About  nine  acres  of  land  were  included  in 
the  gift.  There  were  also  several  shares  of  bank  stock,  the  income  of 
which  was  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  the  property. 

Judge  Sherman  presented  his  library  to  the  church,  including 
quite  a  few  first  editions.  The  portraits  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Sherman, 
painted  by  Nathaniel  Jocelyn,  were  to  hang  in  the  parsonage,  in 
accord  with  the  terms  of  the  will.  In  1904  the  women  of  the  church 
raised  a  special  fund  of  $7000,  the  money  to  be  used  for  repairs,  thus 
making  the  parsonage  more  useful  and  comfortable. 
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Chapter  Three 

CHURCH  BUILDINGS,  ETCETERA. 

Dr.  Child  states  that  the  first  meeting-house  to  be  built  in  Fairfield 
was  a  small  building  made  of  logs,  probably  built  in  i64o.  It  was  used 
for  town  meetings  as  well  .as  for  church  services.  No  doubt  that 
explains  the  term  “Meeting-house.” 

The  second  Meeting-House  was  built  in  1665  and  was  around 
forty  feet  in  length  and  the  same  in  width.  It  was  a  frame  building, 
built  with  clapboards,  with  a  tower  in  the  center  of  the  roof. 

The  third  Meeting-House  was  erected  in  1745.  Its  measurements 
were  sixty  feet  in  length,  forty  feet  in  width,  twenty-six  feet  in  height, 
together  with  a  spire  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 

The  fourth  Meeting-House  was  modelled  after  the  building  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  fire  in  1779.  In  other  words  it  was  largely  a  replica  of 
the  third  Meeting-House.  Although  the  congregation  used  it  for  wor¬ 
ship  as  early  as  March  26th,  1786,  it  was  not  finally  and  completely 
finished  until  forty-two  years  later. 

That  may  seem  strange  to  us  in  modern  America  but  we  must 
recall  the  tragic  effects  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Economic  condi¬ 
tions  in  Fairfield  were  most  difficult.  The  people  were  slow  to  recover 
from  the  effects  of  the  war.  The  new  church  building  was  paid  for 
partly  from  the  confiscated  property  of  the  Tories.  Also  there  were 
some  subscriptions  given  by  church  members. 

As  has  been  mentioned  previously,  the  first  church  building  to  be 
financed  by  voluntary  subscriptions  entirely  was  erected  in  1849. 
The  building  cost  over  $8000.  It  was  a  Romanesque  edifice,  with  a 
length  of  ninety-five  feet,  a  width  of  forty-seven  feet,  and  a  church 
spire  reaching  upward  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  The  building 
could  seat  five  hundred  and  fifty  people.  Later  on,  during  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Dr.  McLean,  a  chapel  was  added.  The  church  parlors  were 
built  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Bushnell.  This  building  burned 
down  on  May  30th,  1890. 

Immediately  following  the  fire,  the  leaders  of  the  “Prime  Ancient 
Society”  set  about  the  task  of  raising  funds  for  a  new  church  edifice. 
In  response  to  their  appeal  many  gifts  were  sent  in,  ranging  from  one 
dollar  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  Around  three  hundred  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  sent  their  gifts  toward  the  new  building.  Their 
names  are  inscribed  in  a  book  that  now  rests  in  the  corner  stone  of 
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the  present  church.  Some  of  the  donors  offered  to  increase  their  gifts 
if  such  proved  to  be  necessary. 

In  addition  there  were  special  gifts  contributed  toward  the  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  new  building.  There  was  a  brass  lecturn,  and  a  com¬ 
munion  table  given  by  the  Young  People’s  Society.  The  marble  pillar 
in  the  choir  was  given  by  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Jennings. 
The  bell  and  organ  were  given  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  in 
memory  of  his  deceased  wife,  Amelia  Sturges. 

Mr.  Frederick  Sturges  was  made  chairman  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  architectural  firm  of  J.  C.  Cady  and  Co.  drew  up  the 
plans,  the  contract  being  given  to  A.  W.  Burritt.  The  new  edifice  was 
dedicated  on  May  2nd,  1892.  Three  former  pastors  took  part  in  the 
dedication,  namely,  Dr.  McLean,  Dr.  Burroughs,  and  Dr.  Bushnell. 

In  the  years  following  the  dedication,  several  legacies  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  church.  In  1899  the  church  received  $700  from 
the  estate  of  Sereno  Wilson.  Burr  Osborn  left  $500  to  the  Society  in 
1893,  for  the  benefit  of  Hope  Chapel.  Miss  Frances  Burr  gave  a  sum 
of  money  to  the  church  in  1901  as  a  Maintenance  Fund.  A  friend  of 
the  church  gave  a  sum  of  money  in  1908  as  a  memorial  to  Miss  Ella 
Sturges,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  used  on  behalf  of  the  Sunday 
School  at  Christmas  time. 

Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus  gave  money  to  the  church  in  1904  as  a 
memorial  to  his  mother  who  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  a  former 
minister,  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot.  Mr.  Saltus  also  gave  a  gift  of  money 
in  1906  in  memory  of  his  wife. 

The  bronze  tablet  in  the  church  vestibule,  containing  the  names 
of  the  ministers  who  have  served  the  parish,  was  the  gift  of  Miss 
Annie  Jennings  and  was  unveiled  on  Oct.  21st,  1906. 

The  jewel  glass  windows  at  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  were  given  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Oliver  B.  and  Mrs.  Esther  Jennings  by  their  children: 
Mr.  Walter  Jennings,  Miss  Annie  Jennings,  Mrs.  Walter  B.  James, 
Mrs.  Hugh  D.  Auchincloss  and  Mr.  Oliver  G.  Jennings. 

The  windows  at  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  consist  of  three  panels 
divided  into  a  series  of  large  and  small  medallions.  There  are  9  large 
medallions  containing  three  series  of  scenes  in  the  life  of  Christ. 
The  three  upper  medallions  refer  to  childhood  and  illustrate  the 
“Blessing  of  Little  Children,”  “The  Nativity”  and  “The  Child  in 
the  Kingdom.” 

The  central  medallions  represent  personal  incidents  in  the  life  of 
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Christ:  “The  Baptism  of  John,”  “The  Discussion  in  the  Temple” 
and  “The  Transfiguration.” 

The  three  lower  medallions  refer  to  the  Lord’s  Ministry  among 
men  and  women.  The  subjects  are:  “The  Woman  of  Samaria,”  “The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,”  and  “Healing  the  Blind.” 

The  jewel  glass  window  on  the  side  of  the  church  commemorates 
the  services  of  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  the  5th  minister  of  the  parish.  It 
was  given  by  Mr.  Sanford  Saltus.  The  color  scheme  of  this  win¬ 
dow,  wrought  out  with  rare  delicacy,  uses  bright  tints,  contrasting 
with  the  rich  effects  of  light  sifting  through  the  jewel  glass. 

In  making  his  gift  to  the  church,  it  was  the  thought  of  Mr.  Saltus 
that  the  windows  would  be  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  first  six  ministers 
who  served  the  parish  with  distinction.  The  windows  were  executed 
by  the  Tiffany  studios  of  New  York  City.  The  first  three  windows 
were  unveiled  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  16th,  1911. 

The  windows  given  by  the  Jennings  family  and  by  Mr.  Saltus  are 
works  of  art,  representative  of  the  medallioned  windows  of  the  12th 
and  13th  centuries.  Some  of  the  most  notable  works  of  this  type  can 
still  be  seen  in  the  cathedrals  of  Britain  and  Continental  Europe. 

It  was  in  1909  that  the  ladies  of  the  Could  Homestead  gave  a 
memorial  gift  to  increase  the  Maintenance  Fund  of  the  church.  This 
bequest  commemorated  distinguished  services  on  the  part  of  ances¬ 
tors,  notably  Major  Nathan  Cold,  Col.  Abraham  Gold  and  John 
Gold.  The  chief  benefaction  presented  by  this  family,  however,  was 
the  gift  of  the  Homestead  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main¬ 
taining  the  “Could  Vacation  Home  for  Self-Supporting  Women.” 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Child  that  the  Fairfield  church  has  had 
an  unusually  able  group  of  men  for  their  pastors.  For  example,  the 
first  minister  was  a  graduate  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  England, 
and  a  friend  of  Governor  Winthrop  in  Boston. 

Samuel  Wakeman  was  a  student  at  Harvard  College  but  because 
of  certain  obstacles,  he  was  prevented  from  graduating  with  his  class. 

Joseph  Webb  was  a  Harvard  graduate.  He  must  have  been  rather 
brilliant  since  he  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age  in  his  sophomore 
year  at  Harvard.  During  his  sophomore  year  he  was  under  faculty 
discipline.  But  after  an  apology,  he  was  able  to  continue  his  studies 
and  graduate  with  his  class. 

Noah  Hobart  and  Andrew  Eliot  were  both  Harvard  graduates  and 
stood  well  in  their  studies.  I  Ionian  I  lumphrey,  Nathaniel  I  lewit, 
Lyman  Atwater,  Edward  Rankin  and  John  Bushnell  were'  educated 
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at  Yale  College.  John  Hunter  attended  Union  College  whereas  Willis 
Lord  was  a  student  at  Williams  College.  Alexander  McLean  attended 
Hamilton  College  and  George  Burroughs  was  a  Princeton  graduate. 

Not  only  did  the  pastors  of  this  church  stand  for  high  intellectual 
standards  but  they  also  took  great  interest  in  the  general  held  of 
public  education,  meaning  primarily  the  local  schools.  Sometimes 
they  served  as  the  teachers  of  the  children  in  the  parish.  Mr.  Webb 
was  a  member  of  the  group  that  founded  Yale  College.  For  quite  a 
few  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Yale  Corporation.  Before  coming 
to  Fairfield  Andrew  Eliot  had  been  a  teacher  at  Harvard.  Heman 
Humphrey  later  became  the  president  of  Amherst  College. 

Dr.  Hewit  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Hartford  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  Lyman  Atwater  became  a  philosophy  teacher  at  Princeton  after 
spending  nineteen  years  as  the  minister  in  Fairfield.  Willis  Lord 
served  as  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  at  Lane  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  then  as  a  teacher  of  Biblical  Literature  at  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary  and  finally  as  President  of  Wooster  University,  Ohio. 
George  Burroughs  taught  Biblical  Literature  at  Amherst  College, 
then  became  President  of  Wabash  College  in  Indiana,  and  finally 
became  Professor  of  Hebrew  at  Oberlin.  This  adds  up  to  quite  a 
scholarly  record. 

Furthermore  the  ministers  of  this  church  have  engaged  in  various 

O 

literary  activities,  starting  out  perhaps  through  the  publication  of 
sermons.  For  example,  Mr.  Wakeman  preached  a  rather  unusual 
sermon  at  election  time.  Noah  Hobart  published  two  small  books 
relating  to  the  controversy  between  the  Congregational  churches 
and  the  Episcopalians. 

Andrew  Eliot  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  He  possessed  a  rather  large  library  for  his  time.  This 
library  was  destroyed  when  the  town  was  burned  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  Dr.  Humphrey  wrote  frequently  to  the  newspapers  and 
several  of  his  books  received  a  wide  circulation. 

For  several  years  Dr.  Atwater  was  the  editor  of  the  Princeton 
Review.  He  wrote  on  religious  and  philosophical  themes.  Dr.  Lord 
wrote  a  book  entitled,  “Christian  Theology  for  the  People.”  The 
history  of  Connecticut  churches  reveals  the  active  part  our  ministers 
took  in  Connecticut  affairs,  through  their  writing  and  public  speaking. 

The  three  chief  names  in  temperance  reform  in  the  early  nine¬ 
teenth  century  were  Beecher,  Humphrey  and  Hewit.  The  report  on 
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intemperance  presented  to  the  Fairfield  Association  of  Ministers  in 
1813  by  Dr.  Humphrey  was  the  original  temperance  tract  to  be 
published  in  this  country.  After  completing  his  pastorate  in  Fair- 
held,  Dr.  I  Iewit  was  called  to  become  the  secretary  of  the  Tem¬ 
perance  Society,  with  his  headquarters  in  Boston. 

Dr.  McLean  became  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society  in 
1878  and  remained  in  that  position  for  the  last  twenty-four,  years  of 
his  life.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  three  former  pastors  of  this 
church  have  attained  the  Presidency  of  a  college  or  university. 

In  times  of  national  crisis  the  pastors  of  this  church  have  been 
noted  for  their  high  qualities  of  patriotism.  Although  a  Church  of 
England  priest,  the  first  minister,  John  Jones,  felt  the  pressure  of 
conscience  disturbing  his  peace  of  mind  and  therefore  came  to  New 
England  where  he  might  worship  as  his  conscience  dictated. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Eliot  surrendered  his  monthly  salary,  because 
of  the  difficult  financial  situation  prevailing  among  his  parishioners 
during  the  Revolution.  In  his  own  words:  “1  have  been  with  you  in 
prosperity  and  will  stay  with  you  in  adversity.”  During  the  sacrificial 
days  of  the  Civil  War  Dr.  McLean  gave  strong  and  patriotic  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  members  of  the  church. 

An  explanation  of  the  shorter  pastorates  in  recent  years  may  be 
in  order.  It  can  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Fairfield  had  become  a 
residential  community  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
It  was  not  in  active  competition  with  some  of  the  growing  cities  like 
Bridgeport,  New  Haven  and  Hartford.  Thus  when  some  of  the 
ministers  received  calls  to  responsible  posts  elsewhere,  they  felt  Iree 
to  leave,  after  serving  this  church  for  several  years. 

In  his  church  history,  entitled,  “An  Old  New  England  Church,” 
Dr.  Child  gives  a  series  of  pen  pictures  of  the  former  ministers  of 
this  parish.  For  example  the  portrait  of  John  Jones  is  that  of  a  man 
in  conventional  garb,  personifying  the  Puritan  clergyman.  He  be¬ 
came  a  scholar  in  exile,  an  independent  minister  in  a  non-conforming 
church. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman  was  a  lover  of  books,  a  diligent  student, 
a  good  preacher  and  a  prosperous  farmer.  When  he  passed  on,  he 
left  an  estate  valued  at  a  thousand  pounds. 

Rev.  Joseph  Wel>b  was  a  humorous  son  ol  Harvard  who  later  was 
toned  down  to  become  a  sympathetic  pastor,  hospitable  in  spirit, 
willy  in  conversation  and  quite  Iree  ol  allcctation. 
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Rev.  Noah  Hobart  was  a  man  of  great  physical  vigor  during  his 
forty  year  pastorage.  He  was  a  born  controversialist  and  a  champion 
of  New  England  orthodoxy.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  his  life  he 
preached  two  sermons  with  more  than  his  usual  vitality. 

Rev.  Andrew  Eliot  was  a  genial  personality,  affectionate  by  nature, 
and  simple  in  his  habits.  Ele  bound  people  to  him  by  enduring  ties. 

Rev.  Heman  Humphrey  had  the  heart  of  a  reformer.  He  was 
imaginative,  with  an  enquiring  mind.  I  Iis  eager  spirit  led  him  into 
an  eventful  career. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit  was  a  great  orator  in  the  Daniel  Webster 
tradition.  His  words  flowed  from  him  like  the  sweep  of  a  majestic 
river.  He  was  a  defender  of  the  faith  as  he  knew  it  and  a  stern 
advocate  for  righteousness. 

Rev.  John  Hunter  was  a  close  friend  of  Judge  Sherman.  He  loved 
the  out-door  life.  He  was  a  devotee  of  both  books  and  nature,  a 
poet  and  a  wit. 

Rev.  Lyman  Atwater  was  a  man  of  large  physique,  possessing  a 
keen  mind  and  a  generous  spirit,  a  cultivated  teacher  and  Biblical 
preacher.  It  was  said  that  he  never  made  an  enemy. 

Rev.  Willis  Lord  was  a  dedicated  clergyman  whose  physical 
strength  was  unequal  to  the  tasks  he  set  for  himself.  He  was  eloquent 
in  speech  and  sympathetic  as  a  pastor. 

Rev.  Alexander  McLean  was  a  tireless  worker,  abounding  in  good 
cheer,  orthodox  in  theology,  a  happy  sportsman  and  a  generous  friend. 

Rev.  Edward  Rankin  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  dignified, 
courteous,  strong  in  scholarship  and  a  wise  leader,  eager  to  be  of 
service  to  his  parishioners. 

Rev.  George  Burroughs  was  an  all-round  type  of  man,  fond  of 
children,  a  congenial  friend  and  faithful  pastor. 

Rev.  John  Bushnell  was  an  eloquent  preacher  and  loyal  pastor 
during  his  short  ministry  in  this  church.  His  spiritual  influence  stayed 
with  the  members  long  after  he  was  gone  to  other  fields  of  service. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  records  of  the  first  fifty  years  in  the 
church  were  lost  many  years  ago.  Hence  the  list  of  deacons  starts 
with  the  name  of  Goodman  John  Thompson,  elected  deacon  in  16— . 
It  was  John  Thompson  who  was  a  delegate  Irom  Fairfield  to  the 
Stratlield  Council  which  adopted  the  Saybrook  Platform  in  1709. 
The  list  of  deacons  with  the  dates  of  their  appointment  is  as  follows: 

John  T  hompson  .  16— 
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Lothrop  Lewis  .  1729 

Moses  Dimon  .  17 33 

David  Rowland .  1747 

Nathan  Bulkley  .  1768 

Gold  Selleck  Silliman .  exact  date  unrecorded 

David  Judson  .  1787 

Daniel  Osborn  .  1790 

Moses  Jennings  .  1804 

Elijah  Bibbins  .  1810 

Roger  M.  Sherman .  1810 

William  Morehouse  .  1823 

Charles  Bennett  .  1 833 

Samuel  A.  Nichols  .  1840 

J.  Madison  Morehouse .  1854 

Henry  S.  Curtis  .  1864 

Oliver  B.  Jennings  .  1871 

Joseph  Lockwood  .  1871 

Samuel  Morehouse  .  1880 

John  B.  Morehouse  .  1885 

Andrew  P.  Wakeman  .  1889 

Edward  Osborn  .  1891 

Francis  H.  Brewer  .  1893 

J.  Eltinge  Deyo  .  1903 

Will  O.  Burr  .  1908 


Like  many  other  churches  the  Fairfield  church  members  have  been 
deeply  concerned  about  the  religious  education  of  their  children. 
Thus  during  the  past  century  the  Sunday  School  has  become  a  very 
important  part  of  the  church  program. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  was  organized  in  the  church  in 
the  spring  of  1888.  It  proceeded  to  take  charge  of  the  Prayer  meet¬ 
ings  held  each  Sunday  evening.  It  proved  to  be  a  highly  useful 
agency  in  assisting  various  church  programs. 

It  was  in  June  1815  that  the  women  of  the  parish  met  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  David  Hull  and  organized  the  "'Fairfield  Charitable 
Society.”  As  stated  in  the  Book  of  Rules,  “the  purpose  was  to  afford 
to  the  poor,  relief  in  any  way  that  their  situation  might  require.”  If 
any  of  the  members  were  absent  from  a  meeting  or  over  an  hour  late 
in  arrival,  they  were  to  pay  a  fine  of  six  cents.  This  society  flourished 
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for  nearly  a  century,  until  their  funds  were  turned  over  to  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  church. 

Another  organization  was  the  “Female  Prayer  Meeting  Society/’ 
organized  in  the  home  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  I  lewit  in  1821.  Their  regu¬ 
lations  set  forth  that  each  member  should  be  willing  to  pray  in  public. 
They  should  also  avoid  gossip.  Casual  visitors  to  the  meetings  were 
not  encouraged  and  the  Bible  only  was  to  be  read. 

Another  organization  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
was  the  “Ladies  Horne  Missionary  Society.”  This  group  helped  to 
stimulate  the  missionary  outreach  of  the  church,  especially  concern¬ 
ing  Christian  projects  in  the  United  States.  They  sent  missionary 
boxes  to  various  parts  of  the  country  where  our  I  Iomc  Mission  Board 
was  carrying  on  missionary  activity. 

The  Fortnightly  Club  met  periodically  and  did  sewing  on  behalf 
of  destitute  people.  The  members  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  friendly 
services  of  the  church  on  behalf  of  the  community. 

A  Young  Ladies’  Mission  Circle  met  twice  a  month  in  the  late 
nineteenth  century  and  worked  on  behalf  of  projects  that  had  a 
special  appeal  for  young  people.  This  group  helped  with  the  annual 
festivals  that  raised  funds  for  missionary  causes. 

Dr.  Child  suggests  that  the  original  founders  of  the  Fairfield  parish 
left  few  written  records.  Those  dating  from  1639  to  1694  have  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  signature  of  Roger  Ludlow  may  be  seen,  appended  to 
his  last  will  and  testament.  Insofar  as  the  early  records  are  concerned, 
there  remain  a  few  legal  papers  on  hie  in  the  town  hall  or  preserved 
by  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  in  Hartford. 

In  the  early  days  paper  was  a  scarce  article.  The  memorial  sermon 
preached  by  Mr.  Webb,  following  the  death  of  Major  Nathan  Gold, 
was  written  on  tiny  sheets  of  paper  that  can  only  be  read  with  the 
help  of  a  magnifying  glass.  One  wonders  how  such  notes  could  be 
helpful  to  a  preacher  in  the  pulpit.  This  manuscript  is  now  in  the 
keeping  of  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society. 

A  large  portion  of  the  First  Volume  of  the  Church  Records  was 
written  by  Mr.  Webb.  This  record  contains  the  names  of  those  who 
“renewed  the  Covenant.”  This  procedure  had  been  recommended 
by  the  Reforming  Synod  of  New  England  which  met  in  1679.  There 
are  twenty-three  names  recorded  as  renewing  the  Covenant. 

The  record  of  baptisms  starts  with  August  19,  1694.  During  his 
pastorate  Mr.  Webb  conducted  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-two 
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baptisms.  Mr.  Hobart  had  nine  hundred  and  eight  whereas  Mr.  Eliot 
had  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

The  beginning  of  the  Marriage  registry  also  dates  back  to  1694. 
The  record  of  those  admitted  to  full  communion  in  the  church  begins 
with  Nov.  nth,  1694. 

Dr.  Child  takes  note  of  the  rather  strange  circumstances  concern¬ 
ing  the  married  life  of  Rev.  Noah  Hobart.  In  his  early  years  he  fell 
in  love  with  a  young  woman  residing  in  Plymouth.  For  some  reasons 
unknown  the  engagement  was  broken  off  and  the  lovers  parted.  Each 
of  them  was  married  twice,  losing  his  partner  by  death.  Late  in  life, 
Mr.  Idobart  again  met  his  first  love  and  they  were  finally  united  in 
marriage. 

It  was  the  custom  in  the  early  days  for  the  church  register  to  be 
kept  by  the  pastor.  It  was  only  in  more  recent  days  that  church  clerks 
were  appointed  to  keep  the  records  of  statistics. 

For  example,  when  the  church  members  met  for  the  first  time  in 
the  unfinished  Meeting-House  on  March  26th,  1786,  Mr.  Eliot  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Church  Register,  the  text  of  his  sermon,  as  follows: 
“This  is  none  other  hut  the  house  of  God  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven."  Many  years  had  to  pass,  however,  before  the  building  was 
plastered  and  painted. 

Mr.  Eliot  also  set  down  in  the  record  book  the  following  statement 
concerning  the  burning  of  Fairfield:  “July  7th,  1779.  A  part  of  the 
British  Army,  consisting  of  Britons,  Germans  and  American  refugees, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Tryon  and  Brigadier-General 
Garth,  landed  in  this  town  from  a  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  George 
Collier.  In  the  evening  and  night  of  the  same  day  a  great  part  of 
the  buildings  in  the  town  plot  were  consumed  by  said  troops.  In 
the  morning  the  Meeting-House,  together  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land  building,  the  Court  House,  prison  and  almost  all  the  buildings 
of  the  Society  were  laid  in  ashes." 

The  musical  ability  of  the  Gold  family  received  recognition  in  the 
record,  by  a  vote  taken  May  29th,  1729:  “At  the  church  meeting  in 
the  old  parish  of  Fairfield  it  was  voted  that  the  worshipful  Mr.  John 
Gold  should  set  and  read  the  Psalm.  In  case  he  was  absent,  that  his 
brother  Mr.  Samuel  Gold  should  do  it."  Four  years  later  Andrew 
Burr  was  chosen  for  this  task. 

In  the  same  year  that  the  town’s  public  buildings  were  burned,  we 
find  this  statement  recorded  by  Mr.  Eliot  in  the  church  register:  “At 
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a  church  meeting,  voted  that  Messers.  Silliman,  Peter  Hendrick, 
Samuel  Sturges,  David  Allen,  Peter  Jennings,  James  Penheld,  Israel 
Bibbins,  Jeremiah  Jennings  and  others  skilled  in  psalmody  be  desired 
to  sit  together  in  the  gallery  on  the  Lord’s  day  and  lead  the  congrega¬ 
tion  in  that  part  of  divine  worship,  they  to  agree  as  to  the  person  who 
is  to  pitch  the  tune.” 

The  pitch  pipe,  tuning  fork,  violin,  bass  viol,  harmonicum  or 
melodeon  served  their  purpose  in  succession  as  aids  to  worship  until 
a  pipe  organ  was  installed  in  the  fifth  Meeting-House.  With  the 
arrival  of  the  organ,  a  mixed  choir  sang  anthems.  At  first,  Sunday 
was  the  rehearsal  time.  Later  it  was  moved  to  Saturday  evening,  the 
choir  members  meeting  in  private  homes  and  concluding  the  re¬ 
hearsal  with  a  social  hour. 

The  early  records  tell  of  church  members  who  made  the  decision 
to  leave  the  Fairfield  church  and  support  churches  elsewhere.  As  for 
example:  “William  Squier  of  this  Society  lodged  his  certificate  on 
the  26th  day  of  March,  1801,  that  he  attended  the  Baptist  meeting 
and  meant  to  support  the  gospel  in  that  way.” 

The  church  records  tell  of  numerous  tax  payers  who  were  elected 
to  membership  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  under  the  heading,  “An 
account  of  the  lnrollment  of  Several  Persons  into  the  First  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  Society  of  Fairfield,  Done  by  me,  Daniel  Osborn,  Clerk.” 

A  good  deal  of  the  time  in  the  Society’s  meetings  was  devoted  to 
the  work  of  the  local  schools.  Many  of  the  records  are  carefully 
written,  some  of  the  pages  seeming  almost  like  copper  plate,  the 
letters  being  bold  and  distinct.  An  item  in  1800  records  the  tax  for 
expenses  of  said  Society  as  being  two  cents  on  the  dollar. 

The  “letting  of  the  pews”  had  come  into  vogue  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  brought  into  the  church  an  annual 
sum  to  help  defray  church  expenses.  The  money  was  added  to  the 
general  receipts  so  that  the  tax  on  the  “Polls  and  ratable  Estates  of 
the  Inhabitants  was  reduced  in  1804  to  one  cent  and  five  mills  on 
the  dollar.” 

There  is  an  item  recorded  in  1822  stating  that  “a  funeral  Pall  be 
purchased  out  of  the  pew  money  and  that  a  committee  be  directed 
to  call  on  the  Episcopal  Society  to  join  in  the  expense  of  one-third 
of  the  cost.” 

In  the  early  years  names  were  used  rather  freely  and  inter¬ 
changeably.  We  find  these  names  in  the  record:  “The  Prime  Ancient 
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Society”;  “The  First  Society”;  “The  First  Presbyterian  Society”  and 
“  The  First  Ecclesiastical  Society.”  They  all  had  reference  to  the 
same  organization. 

It  is  recorded  on  Dec.  31st,  1822:  “The  Society’s  Committee  shall 
do  as  they  think  proper  whether  to  permit  the  Court  to  sit  in  the 
Meeting-Mouse  or  not  to  try  a  capital  crime.”  No  reason  is  given 
for  the  request. 

The  Hobart  family  made  a  gift  of  ninety-eight  books  to  the 
minister’s  library  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Hobart.  Similarly  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Sherman  contributed  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  books 
to  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Fairfield. 

Moses  Betts  as  church  clerk  recorded  the  names  of  the  subscribers 
to  the  Building  Fund  of  1848.  A  sum  of  over  $8000  was  raised  for 
that  purpose,  with  additional  funds  being  received  and  spent  later  on. 

In  the  record  books  there  are  recorded  the  calls  sent  to  the  various 
ministers  inviting  them  to  settle  in  Fairfield  as  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Also  there  are  some  of  the  responses  sent  back  to  the  church, 
not  a  few  of  them  being  written  in  rather  flowery  language. 

The  town  of  Fairfield  has  passed  through  many  changes  through 
the  years.  After  the  town  was  burned  by  the  British  some  of  the 
industrial  life  of  the  community  was  lost  to  Bridgeport.  The  Fairfield 
Court  ended  its  sessions  in  1853.  No  longer  was  Fairfield  the  county 
seat.  The  coming  of  the  New  York,  New  Flaven  and  Hartford  Rail¬ 
road  brought  some  stimulus  to  the  community  and  was  a  great  con¬ 
venience  for  travellers.  But  it  was  slow  to  change  the  character  of 
the  town.  Fairfield  remained  a  residential  area  rather  than  a  business 
center. 

The  Fairfield  Beach  has  had  a  strong  attraction  for  summer  visitors, 
and  therefore  a  group  of  citizens  erected  a  pavilion  for  bathing 
and  social  purposes.  The  State  Audubon  Society  was  organized  in 
Fairfield.  Monuments  were  set  up  in  strategic  spots  of  the  town,  com¬ 
memorating  past  events  like  the  ending  of  the  Pequot  War  in  1637. 

The  Village  Improvement  Society  took  great  interest  in  all  such 
developments.  The  Historical  Society  established  a  library  and  a 
museum.  Historic  sites  were  named  and  marked  in  the  community. 
Increasingly  the  citizens  took  pride  in  the  history  of  the  town  and 
helped  to  usher  in  a  new  period  of  rapid  growth  and  change. 
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Chapter  hour 

THE  CLOSING  YEARS  OF  DR.  CHILD’S  PASTORATE. 

It  was  on  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1888,  that  Dr.  Child  was 
installed  as  the  fifteenth  minister  of  the  First  Church  in  Fairfield.  It 
was  on  May  2nd,  1891  that  the  comer  stone  of  the  present  church 
edifice  was  laid.  It  was  on  Monday,  May  2nd,  1892  that  the  new 
church  building  was  dedicated  with  a  special  service  of  worship. 
Hence  it  seemed  fitting  after  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  pastor  of  the 
church  that  Dr.  Child  should  give  an  anniversary  sermon  on  Novem¬ 
ber  15th,  1913.  He  took  as  his  text,  Second  Thessalonians  2:15,— 
“So  then  brethren  stand  fast,  and  hold  the  traditions  which  ye  were 
taught.” 

Dr.  Child  spoke  of  the  committee  which  had  visited  him  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1888,  namely,  Albert  Turney,  Oliver  B.  Jennings  and  Samuel 
Morehouse.  He  described  the  Fairfield  parish  as  he  had  found  it 
after  settling  here  and  beginning  his  ministry.  There  was  an  active 
membership  numbering  one  hundred  and  seventy,  worshipping  in  a 
wooden  edifice,  built  in  the  year  1849.  It  was  a  handsome  Gothic 
structure,  adequately  furnished,  with  the  organ  and  singers  placed 
at  the  end  of  the  gallery,  opposite  the  pulpit,  connecting  the  long 
galleries  on  each  side  of  the  church.  The  church  parlors  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Meeting-House,  together  with  the  attractive  chapel 
erected  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  McLean. 

Dr.  Child  went  on  to  speak  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  church 
as  being  the  first  important  event  of  his  pastorate.  On  Thanksgiving 
day,  1889,  there  were  commemorative  services  in  which  the  daughter 
churches  shared,  namely,  Bridgeport,  Greens  Farms,  Greenfield  Hill, 
Southport  and  Black  Rock. 

Then  came  the  fire,  on  the  night  preceding  Decoration  Day  1890. 
Presumably  it  was  set  by  an  arsonist  and  was  not  discovered  until 
after  1 1  P.M.,  starting  near  the  chapel.  It  was  not  possible  to  extin¬ 
guish  the  fire  because  of  the  lack  of  water.  Hence  a  large  number 
of  people  stood  around,  helplessly  watching  the  blaze  and  unable  to 
do  anything  about  it.  At  last  the  framework  of  the  tower  gave  way 
and  the  old  bell  came  crashing  down  into  the  seething  flames. 

The  congregation  gathered  for  worship  in  the  town  hall  on  the 
following  Sunday  morning.  In  his  sermon  that  day  Dr.  Child  de¬ 
scribed  the  various  meeting  houses  which  had  stood  near  the  village 
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green.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  yellow  manuscript  of  the  sermon 
preached  by  Andrew  Eliot  after  the  burning  of  the  third  meeting¬ 
house  by  the  British  army  in  1779.  This  manuscript  was  taken  from 
the  corner-stone  of  the  recent  church  building  and  it  had  escaped 
the  fire.  Dr.  Child  recalled  how  Mr.  Eliot  had  assembled  a  few 
homeless  men  and  women  of  the  church  on  the  ashes  near  the  old 
parade-ground  and  had  spoken  words  of  hope  and  faith. 

Then  Dr.  Child  went  on  to  tell  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  church  building.  There  were  nearly  three 
hundred  contributors  to  the  Building  Fund.  The  drive  concluded 
with  the  gift  of  $10,000  from  one  of  the  church  officers.  Dr.  Child 
described  the  present  church  edifice  as  being  a  Norman  sanctuary, 
built  with  East  Haven  sandstone,  later  to  be  covered  with  ivy.  At 
the  time  of  dedication  the  church  was  free  of  debt. 

The  speaker  went  on  to  pay  tribute  to  the  women  of  the  church 
who  raised  $7000  in  1903  to  cariy  out  substantial  repairs  and  im¬ 
provements  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage.  He  also  voiced  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  various  gifts  made  to  the  church  during  his  pastorate, 
calling  particular  attention  to  the  memorial  windows.  I  Ie  stressed 
the  gift  of  the  Gould  Home,  made  by  Miss  Catherine  M.  Could, 
Miss  Julia  B.  Gould  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Gould. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  historical  summary,  Dr.  Child  spoke  of 
the  present  church  membership  as  numbering  two  hundred  and 
eighteen.  Two  hundred  and  forty-five  had  been  added  to  the  church 
rolls  during  his  pastorate  and  a  hundred  and  ninety-seven  had  been 
removed  from  the  rolls  through  death  or  other  causes.  He  had  per¬ 
formed  two  hundred  and  forty  baptisms. 

On  Sunday  morning,  September  27th,  1914,  the  church  observed 
its  two  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  anniversary.  On  that  occasion 
Dr.  Child  turned  the  calendar  back  and  pictured  the  harsh  realities 
of  pioneer  life  during  the  early  colonial  days.  The  speaker  noted  that 
the  church  seating  was  usually  in  accord  with  the  social  standing  of 
the  church  members.  The  services  were  long  and  therefore  the 
children  often  became  restless  and  noisy.  Notices  of  town  meetings 
were  duly  nailed  upon  the  meeting-house  wall.  Bounties  were  paid 
for  the  killing  of  dangerous  animals  such  as  bears  and  wolves.  Some- 
times  the  skins  of  the  dead  animals  were  nailed  to  the  outside  walls 
of  the  meeting-house. 

Church  records  touching  on  the  early  meeting-houses  clearly  in- 
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dicated  their  lack  of  comforts.  For  example,  the  building  used  in 
1674  had  not  yet  been  shingled  or  clapboarded.  In  the  early  days  it 
is  probable  that  the  feet  of  the  church  members  rested  on  the  hard 
earth  rather  than  on  wooden  flooring.  It  is  possible  that  in  some 
cases  oiled  paper  was  used  as  a  substitute  for  glass  windows. 

Dr.  Child  spoke  of  the  early  custom  to  begin  the  Sabbath  day  on 
Saturday  evening.  All  normal  work  was  concluded  at  sundown. 
Public  worship  was  set  for  9  A.M.  on  Sunday  morning.  For  the 
members  it  meant  putting  on  their  best  clothes  and  for  those  who 
walked  to  church  it  meant  avoiding  the  mud  puddles.  The  lengthy 
first  service  was  followed  by  a  rest  period  at  noon,  the  second  service 
beginning  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  For  those  unable  to  go 
home  for  lunch,  food  was  brought  with  them  and  eaten  outdoors 
in  good  weather,  or  at  the  home  of  a  neighbor.  Later  on,  Sabbath-day 
houses  were  erected  close  by  the  meeting-house. 

Wednesday  was  called  lecture  day  in  Fairfield  in  the  early  times. 
After  the  sermon,  a  town  meeting  was  frequently  held,  at  which  time 
local  affairs  were  discussed  by  the  citizens  and  the  necessary  decisions 
were  reached.  The  stocks  and  whipping  post  stood  on  the  Green 
facing  the  meeting-house  and  often  boys  stood  around  ridiculing 
those  undergoing  punishment. 

The  Parade-ground  was  cleared  of  trees  to  lessen  the  fire  hazard 
and  also  to  prevent  Indians  from  approaching  the  Green  without 
being  seen.  In  fact,  a  town  vote  on  October  18th,  1675  made  the 
decision  to  fortify  the  meeting-house  and  thus  the  people  would  he 
ready  to  defend  themselves  in  case  of  attack.  In  1689  the  town 
ordered  a  stockade  to  be  built  around  the  meeting-house,  the  school 
house  and  the  parsonage. 

Dr.  Child  took  note  of  the  passing  obsession  concerning  witch¬ 
craft  which  had  afflicted  early  New  England  for  a  brief  period  of 
years.  In  those  days  there  was  a  well-nigh  universal  belief  in  the 
baleful  activity  of  the  Devil  and  his  agents.  The  work  of  wind  and 
flood,  disease  epidemics  and  the  loss  of  cattle,  and  the  periodic 
calamities  that  occurred  were  often  attributed  to  witchcraft  by  su¬ 
perstitious  people.  Flappily  this  obsession  passed  away  and  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  more  intelligent  understanding  of  the  forces  of  nature. 

It  was  during  Dr.  Child’s  final  decade  as  pastor  of  the  church  that 
the  First  World  War  was  declared  and  finally  fought  to  a  victorious 
conclusion  by  this  nation  and  its  allies.  The  impact  of  the  war  upon 
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the  citizens  of  Fairfield  was  widely  felt.  In  February  1917  thirty-six 
military  census  agents  were  appointed  to  make  a  list  of  all  the  men 
in  Fairfield  who  were  available  for  military  service. 

Shortly  thereafter  recruiting  was  started  for  Fairfield's  Home 
Guard.  Unmarried  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  thirty 
who  were  not  already  in  the  National  Guard  of  Connecticut  could 
be  enrolled  in  the  Home  Guard  for  the  time  being.  But  all  the  men 
in  Fairfield  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  were  eligible  for 
the  Home  Guard.  The  enlistment  period  in  the  Home  Guard  was 
for  two  years. 

At  the  first  registration  on  June  6th,  1917,  1035  men  were  regis¬ 
tered  in  Fairfield.  On  July  9th,  the  names  of  those  eligible  for  con¬ 
scription  were  posted  in  the  Town  Hall,  together  with  the  key 
numbers  for  the  draft.  Notice  of  the  draft  was  sent  out  by  mail  and 
also  published  in  the  press. 

Dr.  William  H.  Donaldson,  a  member  of  the  First  Church,  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Thirteenth  Exemption  Board,  having  jurisdiction 
over  Fairfield  and  eight  other  towns  in  this  area,  namely,  the 
Twenty-fifth  Senatorial  District.  Quite  a  few  Fairfield  names  were 
among  the  first  numbers  drawn.  The  quota  for  the  first  call  was 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two  names.  The  Exemption  Board  held 
the  examination  in  each  town  on  different  days.  Of  the  nine  hundred 
and  one  men  ordered  to  appear  from  the  district,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  men  came  from  Fairfield. 

Governor  Flolcomb  of  Connecticut  issued  a  Proclamation  on  April 
26th,  appointing  the  Connecticut  State  Council  of  Defense.  Under 
its  provisions  a  committee  was  set  up  in  each  town  to  supervise  the 
war  activities  within  the  town  area.  Judge  Bacon  Wakeman,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Church,  was  chosen  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Fairfield 
War  Bureau. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  1917,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  William  Paulding 
presented  to  the  First  Church  as  an  Easter  gift  two  beautiful  flags 
which  were  unfurled  in  the  sanctuary  on  that  occasion. 

In  the  same  year  the  Roll  of  Honor  for  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
First  Church,  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  included 
the  following  names:  Arthur  H.  Buttery,  Theodore  B.  Burr,  Ludweg 
Bossert,  Roger  Sherman  Child,  H.  Pemberton  Sturges,  John  M. 
Donaldson,  John  B.  Forsyth,  William  E.  West,  Peter  Petersen, 
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Martin  Mortensen,  C.  W.  Knowlton,  Roger  C.  Smith  and  Frank 
S.  Child  Jr. 

During  that  year  a  movement  was  started  to  raise  a  thousand 
dollars  and  secure  a  visiting  nurse  for  the  Fairfield  community.  A 
private  organization  launched  this  public  health  project  and  a  nurse 
was  secured.  The  members  of  the  First  Church  were  glad  to  share 
in  the  expense  of  this  enterprise. 

On  one  occasion  at  a  Sunday  morning  service  in  the.  First  Church, 
cards  were  distributed  to  the  members  asking  them  to  make  a  report 
on  the  number  of  weekly  meals  in  their  homes  without  either  bread 
or  meat.  This  was  in  connection  with  the  Food  Saving  Plan  of  the 
American  Government. 

A  Roll  of  Ffonor  was  presented  to  the  First  Church  in  1917  by 
Mr.  Frederick  Sturges  and  a  Service  Flag  with  twenty-one  stars  was 
given  by  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of  the  church.  The  Roll  of 
Honor  and  the  Service  Flag  were  dedicated  with  appropriate  cere¬ 
monies. 

Needless  to  say  the  Fairfield  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  active  during  the  war  emergency,  preparing  garments, 
dressings  and  supplies  of  many  kinds.  A  Canning  Kitchen  for  the 
town  was  set  up  at  the  Sherman  School  and  the  residents  were 
urged  to  bring  their  food  stuffs  to  that  center  for  canning.  It  was  in 
operation  four  days  a  week  from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.,  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Home  Economics  Committee. 

There  were  also  Victory  Gardens  in  the  various  school  districts. 
Seeds  and  plants  were  distributed  to  school  children  for  use  in  their 
gardens.  Each  student  received  special  information  from  the  Fairfield 
County  Farm  Bureau.  Weekly  reports  were  given  by  the  children 
concerning  the  progress  of  the  gardens. 

Patriotic  benefit  concerts  were  held  at  various  times,  raising  money 
for  special  objects  such  as  the  Red  Cross.  The  purchase  of  Liberty 
Bonds  was  encouraged  among  the  citizens,  rallies  being  held  for  that 
purpose. 

First  Selectman  Rowe  declared  June  28th,  1918  to  be  War  Savings 
enlistment  day.  There  was  also  a  Fairfield  Liberty  Chorus  which 
sang  at  patriotic  gatherings.  There  were  gasless  Sundays  and  heatless 
Mondays  to  conserve  fuel.  Such  activities  were  usually  under  the 
supervision  of  the  War  Bureau  of  which  Bacon  Wakeman  was  chair¬ 
man.  With  the  active  leadership  of  Dr.  Child,  the  church  members 
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had  an  important  part  in  many  patriotic  activities. 

In  1917  Frederick  Sturges  made  a  gift  of  money  to  the  church 
which  was  to  be  known  as  the  '‘Deborah  L.  Bennett  Memorial  Fund.” 
The  income  was  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  the  church  building  and 
grounds.  A  year  later  Mr.  Sturges  gave  a  trust  fund  to  the  church 
and  this  also  was  to  be  used  for  the  maintenance  of  the  church 
building  and  grounds. 

In  October  1918  it  was  voted  to  set  up  a  suitable  Flonor  Roll  con¬ 
taining  the  names  of  all  the  Fairfield  men  who  had  been  in  the  active 
service  of  the  nation,  both  in  the  army  and  navy.  This  was  the  gift 
of  Frederick  Sturges  Jr.  Similarly  on  June  2nd,  1920  it  was  voted 
to  procure  designs  for  a  bronze  tablet  in  memory  of  all  who  gave 
their  lives  in  the  First  World  War. 

There  was  great  rejoicing  in  Fairfield  on  November  nth,  1918 
when  the  armistice  was  signed  and  the  war  was  ended.  There  were 
bonfires  and  the  ringing  of  church  bells.  There  was  a  gala  home¬ 
coming  on  Nov.  8th,  1919  for  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  Fairfield 
service  men  who  returned  from  the  war.  The  town  was  all  dressed 
up  for  the  occasion  which  included  a  parade.  At  the  town  hall  a 
flag  bearing  twelve  gold  stars  was  presented  to  the  town.  The  cele¬ 
bration  concluded  with  a  turkey  dinner  in  Sherman  Mall  for  the 
veterans. 

On  May  2nd,  1919  an  oak  tree  was  planted  on  the  Town  Green  by 
the  Eunice  Dennis  Burr  Chapter  of  the  D.A.R.,  in  honor  of  the 
Fairfield  men  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  their  country  during 
the  war. 

In  1918  a  severe  influenza  epidemic  swept  across  the  nation  and 
indeed  around  the  world.  A  great  many  people  were  ill  with  influenza 
and  there  was  a  high  death  rate  from  the  disease.  It  involved  the 
closing  of  all  the  churches  in  Fairfield  for  a  brief  period  of  time. 
According  to  the  Church  Bulletin,  the  closing  of  the  First  Church 
Sunday  Services  had  never  happened  before,  insofar  as  it  could  be 
ascertained  from  the  church  records.  During  the  Flu  Epidemic 
the  local  Red  Cross  Chapter  organized  an  Emergency  I  Iospital  in 
Fairfield  at  the  request  of  the  Selectmen. 

In  June  of  1917  the  present  writer,  while  a  first  year  student  at 
Flartford  Theological  Seminary,  was  invited  by  Dr.  Child  to  serve 
as  a  student  helper  during  the  summer  months,  working  especially 
with  the  youth  groups  and  the  Sunday  School.  The  next  student 
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helper  was  H.  Shelton  Smith,  a  student  at  Yale  Divinity  School  who 
had  graduated  from  Elon  College  in  North  Carolina.  On  May 
28th,  1919,  Mr.  Harry  G.  Mershon  was  invited  to  become  the 
pastors  assistant.  From  that  day  forward  the  pastors  of  the  First 
Church  have  had  student  helpers  in  connection  with  the  parish 
program. 

During  the  final  decade  of  Dr.  Child’s  pastorate,  the  First  Church 
members  continued  to  have  fellowship  with  neighboring  church 
groups  at  periodic  gatherings  or  meetings  of  the  Fairfield  County 
Association  of  Congregational  Churches. 

e>  o 

During  his  later  years  at  Fairfield  a  great  family  sorrow  came  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Child.  Their  daughter,  Grace  Child,  while  a  Junior  at 
Smith  College  was  married  to  Alder  Ellis  of  Chicago.  The  wedding 
had  taken  place  in  April  1909  at  the  First  Church,  Dr.  Child  per¬ 
forming  the  marriage  service.  The  young  couple  went  to  live  in 
Oregon  and,  later  on,  in  California  where  their  three  children  were 
born. 


In  June  1917  Grace  gave  birth  to  a  premature  child  and  died  soon 
afterward  as  a  result  of  blood  poisoning.  This  news  was  a  great  shock 
to  Mrs.  Child  who  had  a  heart  condition.  She  failed  to  regain  her 
health  and  quietly  passed  away  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage  in  March, 
1918. 

Dr.  Child  continued  to  live  on  in  the  parsonage  with  his  three 
daughters,  Elizabeth,  Ruth  and  Amy.  It  was  noted,  however,  that  he 
was  slowly  failing  in  health.  On  a  Sunday  morning  in  August  1919, 
he  became  confused  while  preaching  in  the  pulpit  and  kept  repeating 
himself  during  the  sermon.  Judge  Bacon  Wakeman  stepped  quietly 
to  his  side  and  they  sat  down  together.  The  morning  service  was 
speedily  concluded  and  it  was  later  confirmed  that  Dr.  Child  had 
suffered  a  heart  attack. 


At  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Church, 
together  with  the  Society’s  Committee,  held  at  the  home  of  the 
Church  Treasurer,  on  August  24th,  1919,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  grant  the  pastor  a  leave  of  absence  until  the  following  November 
because  of  his  illness. 


Mr.  Mershon  had  continued  with  his  duties  as  the  Pastor’s  assist¬ 
ant  until  July.  Rev.  II.  Shelton  Smith  had  served  as  a  chaplain  in 
France  during  his  eighteen  months  absence  from  Fairfield.  lie  now 
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returned  to  Fairfield  in  September  to  resume  his  work  as  Pastors 
assistant. 

Dr.  Childs  resignation  as  minister  of  the  church  was  read  by 
Mr.  Smith  at  the  church  service  on  Sunday,  November  23rd,  1919. 
The  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  church  on  December  17th  and 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  December  1 8th.  The  resignation 
was  to  take  effect  on  June  24th,  1920,  with  Dr.  Child  having  the 
honor  of  becoming  Pastor  Emeritus  on  that  date. 

The  Child  family  moved  from  the  parsonage  and  occupied  a  house 
on  Mill  Hill.  Dr.  Child  seemed  to  make  a  substantial  recovery  from 
his  illness.  However  he  felt  the  need  of  a  warmer  climate  and  there¬ 
fore  in  the  winter  of  1921-22  he  went  to  San  Diego,  California 
where  he  greatly  enjoyed  sitting  in  the  sun  at  the  beaches  and  parks. 

He  wrote  a  number  of  letters  to  his  family  in  these  months,  re¬ 
vealing  his  loneliness  at  being  so  far  away  from  them.  To  quote  from 
a  letter  written  on  his  birthday,  March  20th,  1922:  “I  feel  I  must 
get  home  for  I  have  some  writing  to  finish  before  the  first  or  second 

O  O 

week  of  May.” 

Dr.  Child  returned  home  the  middle  of  April  and  it  was  apparent 
that  he  was  quite  frail.  He  suddenly  developed  a  carbuncle  on  his  lip 
which  necessitated  an  immediate  operation  at  the  Bridgeport  hospital. 
The  condition  was  beyond  control  and  Dr.  Child  passed  away  on 
May  4th,  1922. 

A  fitting  tribute  to  Dr.  Child  was  distributed  to  the  congregation 
on  Sunday,  May  7th.  To  an  unusual  degree  he  had  identified  him¬ 
self  with  many  worthy  causes  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  I  Ie  had  helped 
to  establish  the  town  library  and  was  active  in  the  Red  Cross  Chapter. 
The  Fresh  Air  Home  was  an  indication  of  his  interest  in  children. 
Faith  Chapel  and  Hope  Chapel  were  an  evidence  of  his  evangelistic 
spirit. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Child  had  served  as  secretary  of  the  Francis 
Asbury  Palmer  Fund  of  New  York  City.  This  Fund  was  established 
in  1897  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Palmer  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Christian 
work  in  general,  making  grants  to  various  Christian  Colleges  and 
helping  theological  students  in  their  preparation  for  the  Christian 
ministry. 

Throughout  his  pastorate  in  Fairfield  Dr.  Child  wielded  a  tireless 
pen.  He  wrote  with  facility,  using  an  excellent  vocabulary.  He  had 
been  gifted  witii  literary  ability  and  put  it  to  good  use.  In  addition 
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to  his  weekly  sermons  and  numerous  addresses  on  historical  themes, 
he  wrote  twelve  books.  Many  of  these  leaflets  and  books  are  available 
at  the  Historical  Society  Library  in  Fairfield. 

His  book  titles  and  their  year  of  publication  are  as  follows:  The 
Prime  Ancient  Society  1890;  An  Old  New  England  Town  1895; 
The  Colonial  Parson  of  New  England  1896;  A  Colonial  Witch  1897; 
A  Puritan  Wooing  1898;  The  House  with  Sixty  Closets  1898;  An 
Unknown  Patriot  1899;  Friend  or  Foe  (about  War  of  1812)  1900; 
The  Little  Dreamers  Adventure  1900;  Fairfield  Ancient  and  Modern 
1909;  An  Old  New  England  Church  1910;  A  Country  Parish  1911. 

One  of  his  late  addresses  before  his  retirement  was  entitled  the 
“Flight  of  Years”  and  it  was  printed  by  the  church.  For  that  address 
Dr.  Child  took  as  his  text  Deuteronomy  32 “Remember  the  days 
of  old.”  The  address  was  a  brief  summary  of  the  major  events  during 
his  years  in  Fairfield  and  a  fitting  climax  to  the  third  longest  pastorate 
in  the  history  of  the  church. 
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Chapter  Five 

THE  OUTREACH  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

A  few  years  after  the  close  of  the  War  between  the  States  a 
Sunday  School  program  was  organized  in  what  came  to  be  called 
Hope  Chapel.  In  1873  Horace  Hill  gave  land  on  Stillson  Road  that 
was  to  be  used  for  religious  purposes.  Hope  Chapel  was  built  thereon. 
Various  neighbors  in  the  farming  area  contributed  the  funds  to  erect 
a  modest  building.  The  Sunday  School  grew  rapidly  and  it  was  then 
decided  to  hold  a  preaching  service  each  Sunday  evening.  A  student 
from  Yale  Divinity  School  was  secured  to  supply  the  pulpit.  As  time 
passed  quite  a  few  new  members  united  with  the  First  Church  by 
way  of  Hope  Chapel. 

In  the  early  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  W.  Lyon  were  among  the 
active  leaders  in  the  Christian  program  at  Hope  Chapel.  As  new 
families  moved  into  the  area  there  was  growing  interest  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  and  the  services  which  were  held  in  the  Chapel.  In  1903 
there  were  fifty  children  in  the  Flope  Chapel  Sunday  School. 

Rev.  John  M.  Deyo  recalls  that  his  father,  J.  Eltinge  Deyo,  became 
an  active  leader  in  the  Sunday  School  at  Hope  Chapel.  For  many 
years  previous  to  his  death  in  1915,  Mr.  Deyo  carried  on  a  very 
strenuous  program.  He  attended  the  morning  service  at  the  First 
Church  where  he  served  both  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  as 
the  Superintendent.  He  then  went  to  the  Hope  Chapel  for  the 
Sunday  School  session  at  3  P.M.,  later  returning  for  the  evening 
service  in  the  First  Church.  For  a  number  of  years  his  daughter 
Sarah  went  with  him  to  I  lope  Chapel  where  she  taught  a  class  and 
played  the  organ. 

John  Deyo  also  recalls  the  names  of  several  students  who  served 
at  Flope  Chapel,  coming  from  Yale  Divinity  School.  There  was 
Robert  E.  Brown  who  later  became  a  teacher  of  theology  at  Oherlin 
College.  There  was  Robert’s  brother,  Albert  Brown,  and  Angelo 
Eusebius.  John  Deyo  himself  served  as  a  leader  at  Flope  Chapel 
in  1908,  assisted  by  his  wife.  They  would  drive  there  for  the  Sunday 
School  session  in  the  afternoon  and  later  return  there  for  the  evening 
service.  John  Deyo  was  paid  seven  dollars  a  week  for  his  services, 
including  some  parish  calls  during  the  week. 

There  were  a  number  of  amusing  incidents  during  John  Deyo’s 
period  of  service.  One  evening  when  they  arrived  at  the  Chapel 
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they  found  the  doors  and  the  windows  wide  open.  Some  one  had 
thrown  pepper  on  the  stove.  On  another  occasion  when  they  started 
for  home  they  discovered  that  some  one  had  filled  their  buggy  with 
large  stones. 


On  another  occasion  while  they  were  driving  along  the  road,  a 
ghostly  figure  in  white  garments  came  running  out  of  the  woods 
and  then  just  as  quickly  disappeared  in  another  direction.  One  eve¬ 
ning  a  skunk  ran  alongside  the  buggy,  attracted  by  the  lantern  which 
was  slung  from  the  axle. 

Perhaps  the  most  surprising  incident  of  all  was  when  two  men 
loomed  up  suddenly  on  the  road,  one  on  each  side  of  the  buggy,  and 
then  withdrew  quickly.  Apparently  they  were  on  the  lookout  for 
somebody  else.  ** 

Occasionally  groups  of  young  people  came  to  the  service  just  for 
the  fun  of  it.  One  evening  several  of  them  managed  to  get  into 
the  choir  and  created  a  disturbance.  On  that  evening,  John  Deyo 
preached  at  the  choir,  so  to  speak,  until  the  uninvited  guests  quieted 
down.  Mr.  Deyo  recalls  that  in  those  days  the  Hope  Chapel  area 
had  poor  roads  and  was  quite  isolated,  being  in  a  farming  district. 
Horses  and  buggies  were  the  normal  means  of  transportation. 

Among  those  serving  as  Sunday  School  Superintendents  at  Hope 
Chapel  were  William  O.  Burr  and  Arthur  Deyo.  Mr.  Burr  gave 
many  years  of  service  to  Hope  Chapel.  Quite  a  few  of  the  young 
people  of  the  First  Church  helped  out  as  Sunday  School  teachers. 

When  Hope  Chapel  was  built  in  1871,  on  land  deeded  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  First  Church,  the  stipulation  was  that  the  property 
was  to  be  used  for  religious  purposes  only.  As  time  passed  however 
and  the  roads  were  improved,  with  the  coming  of  new  families,  there 
was  a  decreasing  need  for  maintaining  a  separate  Sunday  School  at 
the  Chapel. 

Hence  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Chapel  program  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  1  lope  Chapel  building  and  lot  he  sold.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  April  29th,  1936  it  was  voted  to  sell 
Hope  Chapel  and  its  parcel  of  land  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Klein.  At 
a  church  meeting  on  June  3rd,  1936  a  resolution  of  appreciation  was 
passed  thanking  Deacon  William  O.  Burr  for  his  eighteen  years  of 
service  at  Hope  Chapel,  both  as  teacher  and  as  Sunday  School 
Superintendent. 

Another  example  of  the  outreach  ol  the  First  Church  was  the 
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Christian  program  carried  on  at  Faith  Chapel  in  the  district  now 
bordering  King’s  Highway.  Faith  Chapel  was  built  in  1914  on  land 
deeded  to  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Church.  It  was  a  one  story  build¬ 
ing  with  basement  room,  chapel,  recreation  room  and  kitchen,  fin¬ 
ished  in  clapboards  and  stucco.  Faith  Chapel  was  a  flourishing  en¬ 
terprise  during  the  later  years  of  Dr.  Child’s  pastorate.  It  was  carried 
on  with  the  help  of  students  from  Yale  Divinity  School  and  with 
the  cooperation  of  members  of  the  First  Church. 

For  example,  in  the  year  1913  there  were  one  hundred  children 
in  the  Faith  Chapel  Sunday  School.  Mr.  W.  Eben  Burr  gave  many 
years  of  Christian  service  to  Faith  Chapel  as  a  lay  leader.  For  that 
purpose  he  was  given  a  certificate  of  “lay  minister”  by  the  Committee 
on  Ministerial  Standing  of  the  Fairfield  County  Association  of 
Churches. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Akers  was  one  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School  students 
who  helped  with  the  religious  services  at  Faith  Chapel.  A  new  bell 
was  dedicated  there  on  December  9th,  1915.  In  1916  a  new  wing 
was  added  to  the  building  at  a  cost  of  $1100. 

Other  improvements  were  made  in  the  basement  where  there  was 
a  kitchen,  a  class  room  and  a  club  room  for  youth  activities.  Mrs. 
James  O.  Wright  presented  Faith  Chapel  with  a  pulpit  Bible  bound 
in  morocco.  During  the  First  World  War  there  was  a  Bed  Cross 
Auxiliary  in  active  work  at  the  Chapel. 

The  following  nine  names  constituted  the  Honor  Roll  at  Faith 
Chapel:  Ralph  Lockwood,  Thomas  Thomson,  Clyde  Renneson,  John 
Scully,  Cenatio  Parnholfe,  Nicholas  Krynick,  James  Conn,  Lewis 
Bailey  and  William  Carlson.  Mr.  Akers  resigned  from  his  work  at 
Faith  Chapel  on  November  23rd,  1921. 

In  1935  it  was  proposed  to  carry  out  fairly  substantial  repairs  at 
Faith  Chapel.  The  roof  needed  new  shingles  and  there  was  con¬ 
siderable  carpentry  work  needing  to  be  done,  in  addition  to  painting 
the  building.  These  repairs  were  completed  in  due  course. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  April  13th,  1937,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of  Faith  Chapel 
inasmuch  as  the  State  Highway  Department  was  preparing  to  widen 
King’s  Highway.  Mr.  William  O.  Burr  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Overbaugh 
were  appointed  as  members  of  that  committee.  Their  assignment  was 
successfully  carried  out. 

Another  unique  project  in  the  outreach  of  the  church  was  the 


46 


WOI  nrmib  a  b  04  'sqrdD  sUte'  i  i*  no  foaifia  mffigmq  lusitoruD 
-nri  nortaiJ  b«ft  ;n<  n  noil  .-i  <*•:  J  Kjfifb  ,f»ocn  3nsm‘>.  fid  :-Hn  ,ni 


is  5i  lr  r«.  ad  -a  ’  j  k.  ^v»fa  2**^  u  £fcv  1 

I£  «'.)!•  •».  .'*  «  '  i*  >‘3ii  Vx  i  f»'  T  .b<  -fiv.)  i 

5  uko  'fib  ru  I  oj*  (  <o  tv  a  •  n  :  F  <  .n  b'd  >i  I 

•  j .. .  ,i  pv(-  .2  '  '•:  1  "  "'  O  ft.-.  .  .  i  '.  y.  ’  jl 

,3s».inaioJ  t»di  b  ai-xim'1;  >  . 

UO  ioUifO  <.3XiiJ2 

fidi  aaw  I.  u  do  oii •  lo  drr.)  «ii  •  lnojo:<(  upir  u  r  i:v /\ 


df 


Fresh  Air  Home.  Dr.  Child  came  to  have  an  interest  in  the  poor 
children  of  New  York  City  through  his  friendship  with  Rev.  Willard 
Parsons  of  the  New  York  Tribune.  Dr.  Child  suggested  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Endeavor  Society  of  the  church  that  the  members  might  like  to 
collect  furniture  and  thus  raise  funds  in  order  to  give  summer 
vacations  to  needy  children  living  in  New  York  City. 

The  old  Bulkley  house  owned  by  Mrs.  Green  was  secured  for  that 
purpose  and  twelve  children  came  for  a  vacation  in  1892.  Later  on 
an  appeal  for  a  building  fund  was  made  and  an  adequate  house  was 
constructed  to  meet  that  need,  with  a  valuation  of  around  $8000.  It 
was  given  the  name  of  Elm  Cottage  and  was  constructed  in  1906. 
Among  those  giving  generously  for  the  new  building  were  Miss 
Annie  Jennings,  Mrs.  Oliver  Jennings  and  Mr.  Frederick  Sturges. 

After  beginning  operation  the  work  was  largely  financed  by  volun¬ 
tary  gifts  from  friends.  Each  summer  around  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  girls  enjoyed  a  happy  vacation  as  guests  of  the  Fresh  Air  Home. 
During  a  period  of  eighteen  years  over  twenty-two  hundred  children 
from  New  York  City  enjoyed  a  two  weeks’  vacation.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  this  pioneer  project  of  the  First  Church  set  the  pattern 
for  the  present  large-scale  Fresh  Air  Program  carried  on  each  summer 
by  the  I  Ierald-Tribune  of  New  York  City. 

Elm  Cottage  was  admirably  suited  for  its  purpose  with  its  sunlit 
dining  room  and  spacious  halls.  It  was  located  on  a  quiet  street  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  shore.  Children  arriving  for  a  vacation  with  less  wearing 
apparel  than  needed  were  given  an  extra  supply.  In  the  bath  house 
011  the  beach  there  was  a  bathing  suit  hung  on  a  peg  awaiting  each 
child’s  arrival.  On  the  grounds  outside  Elm  Cottage  there  were 
swings  and  see-saws.  In  the  playroom  there  were  dolls  and  books. 
Extra  activities  included  picnics,  lawn  parties  and  boat  rides.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  nearly  every  child  asked,  on  leaving  at  the  end 
of  the  two  weeks’  vacation,  “Can  I  come  again  next  summer?” 

Many  of  the  children  were  sponsored  by  Social  Settlement  Houses 
in  New  York  such  as  the  Union  Settlement  on  104th  Street  or  the 
Wilson  Industrial  School  at  St.  Mark’s  Place.  The  non-sectarian 
character  of  the  Fresh  Air  Home  can  be  inferred  from  the  guests 
who  came.  They  included  Jews,  Gentiles,  Protestants,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics,  Armenians,  Italians,  Irish,  Scotch,  Hungarians,  Germans  and 
many  others  of  various  nationalities,  admitted  without  favoritism  or 
distinction.  This  led  to  certain  difficulties,  especially  at  mealtime, 
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because  of  diet  prohibitions.  But  on  the  whole  the  children  sur¬ 
mounted  the  difficulties  and  had  a  wonderful  time. 


During  the  Spanish-Ameriean  War  the  Fresh  Air  Home  was 
offered  to  the  American  military  authorities,  to  be  used  during  the 
winter  for  the  care  of  soldiers  who  were  ill.  This  offer  was  gratefully 
accepted  and  seventeen  soldiers  were  hospitalized  during  that  winter 
in  the  Fresh  Air  Home.  The  church  took  the  responsibility  for 
supplying  nursing  services  and  the  upkeep  of  the  establishment, 
receiving  donations  for  that  purpose. 

Following  the  close  of  Dr.  Childs  pastorate  the  pressing  need  for 
the  Fresh  Air  Home  decreased  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Herald 
Tribune  later  took  up  a  similar  project  on  a  large  scale.  The  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Fresh  Air  Home  decided  to  deed  Elm  Cottage  to  the 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Fairfield.  It  was  in  January  1946  that 
the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  took  possession  of  Elm  Cottage  and 
it  has  continued  to  be  their  headquarters  up  to  the  present  time. 

Still  another  illustration  of  the  outreach  of  the  First  Church  is 
the  close  relationship  that  has  existed  between  the  church  and  the 
Bridgeport  Council  of  Churches  from  the  early  days  of  that  organ¬ 
ization.  It  was  on  February  5th,  1919  that  the  First  Church  joined 
the  Council  of  Churches  of  greater  Bridgeport. 

It  was  in  the  Bridgeport  area  in  1925  that  the  first  released  school 
time  for  religious  instruction  was  started  in  New  England.  This  step 
was  largely  brought  about  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Protestant 
churches.  In  1945  the  Council  for  Inter-church  Cooperation  was 
organized,  with  the  first  Church  included  in  its  membership. 

The  financing  of  the  Bridgeport  Council  of  Churches  was  largely 
maintained  by  appeals  to  individual  donors  during  the  early  years 
of  the  Council.  Later,  in  1956,  this  responsibility  was  transferred  to 
the  member  churches  of  the  organization.  It  was  in  that  same  year 
that  a  special  financial  appeal  was  made,  resulting  in  the  securing  of 
a  residence  and  office  for  the  Executive  Secretary  at  30  Elmwood 
PI  ace.  At  the  present  time  the  First  Church  contributes  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  year  to  the  work  of  the  Bridgeport  Council  of  Churches. 
Thus  our  church  shares  in  the  Council’s  school  program,  radio  pro 
grams,  Juvenile  Court  counselling,  Union  Services  and  Hospital 
visitation. 


In  a  similar  manner  the  First  Church  has  actively  cooperated  with 
the  Connecticut  Conference  of  Congregational  Churches,  the  Gen- 
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eral  Council  of  Congregational  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  with  its  inter-denominational  member¬ 
ship,  and  with  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The  First  Church 
has  taken  seriously  its  obligations  to  help  fulfill  the  Christian  Im¬ 
perative  in  obedience  to  the  words  of  Christ.  It  has  had  a  sense  of 
commitment  to  the  worldwide  outreach  of  the  Christian  evangel. 
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Chapter  Six 

THE  COMING  OF  MR.  SILCOX 

At  the  conclusion  of  a  lengthy  pastorate  it  becomes  necessary  for 
a  Congregational  Church  to  seek  a  suitable  replacement.  With  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Child  this  task  was  now  facing  the  members  of 
the  First  Church.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  and 
the  Ecclesiastical  Society’s  Committee,  held  at  Dr.  Donaldson’s  home, 
a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  carry  through  the  arrangements 
concerning  Dr.  Child’s  resignation.  The  committee  was  composed  of 
Dr.  Donaldson,  Judge  Wakeman  and  William  O.  Burr. 

The  search  for  a  new  pastor  began.  The  following  were  appointed 
to  serve  on  the  committee  seeking  a  new  minister:  William  O.  Burr, 
Francis  H.  Brewer,  Benjamin  S.  Bulkley,  Edward  Osborn,  Frederick 
Sturges  Jr.,  Bacon  Wakeman,  Louis  A.  Beecher,  William  H.  Don¬ 
aldson,  Annie  B.  Jennings,  Annie  O.  Morehouse  and  Florence  C. 
Bullard. 

The  choice  finally  fell  upon  Rev.  Clarice  Edwin  Silcox,  minister 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  A  call  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Silcox  and  his  acceptance  was  received.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Standing  Committee,  following  the  morning  service  on  Nov. 
28th,  1920,  the  church  clerk  read  the  letters  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Silcox,  severing  their  relationship  with  the  Newport  Church  and 
recommending  them  for  membership  into  the  First  Church  of  Christ 
in  Fairfield,  Conn.  The  committee  voted  to  recommend  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Silcox  for  membership  in  the  First  Church. 

The  Installation  Service  for  Mr.  Silcox  took  place  on  Tuesday 
evening,  November  30th,  1920  at  7:30  P.M.  Dr.  Child  read  the 
scripture  lesson,  the  sermon  being  given  by  Rev.  Asbury  E.  Krom, 
pastor  of  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church  in  Providence,  R.I. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Winchester  of  the  Greenfield  Hill  Church  made  the 
installing  prayer  and  Dr.  Arthur  Bradford  gave  the  charge  to  the 
new  pastor.  Rev.  John  M.  Deyo  of  the  Danbury  Church  gave  the 
words  of  counsel  to  the  church  members.  The  service  concluded  with 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  given  by  Dr.  William  Horace  Day  of 
the  United  Church  in  Bridgeport. 

Following  a  lengthy  pastorate  like  that  of  Dr.  Child  was  not  an 
easy  task.  Inevitably  it  involved  making  certain  changes  of  emphasis 
and  procedure.  Dr.  Child  did  what  he  could  to  simplily  the  transi- 
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tion  period,  helping  with  some  of  the  pastoral  visitaton  as  he  was 
able.  Mr.  Silcox  had  a  number  of  plans  in  mind  as  to  how  the  church 
might  develop  into  a  stronger  organization.  One  desirable  objective 
was  to  prepare  and  publish  a  new  church  manual.  This  decision  was 
taken  at  a  Standing  Committee  meeting  on  January  12th,  1921,  and 
a  committee  assigned  to  take  the  work  in  hand. 

During  the  sessions  of  the  National  Council  of  Congregational 
Churches,  held  in  Kansas  City  in  1913,  a  creed  had  been  adopted 
and  recommended  for  the  use  of  the  Congregational  Churches  across 
the  country,  not  as  mandatory  but  rather  as  suggestive.  It  reads  as 
follows: 

“We  believe  in  God  the  father,  infinite  in  wisdom,  goodness  and 
love;  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Who  for 
us  and  our  salvation  lived  and  died  and  rose  again  and  liveth  ever¬ 
more;  and  in  the  hloly  Spirit,  who  taketh  of  the  things  of  Christ 
and  revealeth  them  to  us,  renewing,  comforting  and  inspiring  the 
souls  of  men. 

We  are  united  in  striving  to  know  the  will  of  God  as  taught  in 
Holy  Scripture  and  in  our  purpose  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord 
made  known  or  to  be  made  known  to  us. 

We  hold  it  to  be  the  mission  of  the  Church  of  Christ  to  proclaim 
the  gospel  to  all  mankind,  exalting  the  worship  of  the  one  true 
God  and  laboring  for  the  progress  of  knowledge,  the  promotion  of 
justice,  the  reign  of  peace,  and  the  realization  of  human  brotherhood. 

Depending,  as  did  our  fathers,  upon  the  continued  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us  into  all  truth,  we  work  and  pray  for  the 
transformation  of  the  world  into  the  Kingdom  of  God;  and  we  look 
with  faith  for  the  triumph  of  righteousness  and  the  life  everlasting.” 

After  a  certain  amount  of  thought  and  discussion,  this  creed  was 
adopted  by  the  First  Church  of  Fairheld  in  1921,  not  as  a  require¬ 
ment  for  membership  but  rather  as  a  guide  for  its  own  members  in 
developing  their  Christian  convictions. 

One  great  need  facing  the  First  Church  was  to  provide  more 
ample  facilities  for  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School.  The  members 
of  the  church  were  increasingly  aware  of  the  need  for  an  enlarged 
church  building  or  the  construction  of  a  new  parish  house.  This 
need  will  be  more  fully  discussed  in  the  following  chapter. 

However,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  held  on  Feb. 
3rd,  1921,  the  Parish  House  problem  was  discussed  in  some  detail. 
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Mr.  Ziroli  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Bullard  showed  sketches  of  the  present 
church  facilities  and  possible  additions.  This  was  done  with  the  idea 
of  setting  in  motion  a  plan  for  church  extension  such  as  the  building 
of  a  parish  house. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silcox  found  that  the  Sherman  Parsonage  was  some¬ 
what  of  a  burden  in  its  size  and  upkeep.  They  brought  the  matter 
to  the  attention  of  the  appropriate  committees  from  time  to  time.  For 
example,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society’s  Committee  on  June  27th,  1922, 
it  was  voted  to  devise  some  method  of  care  for  the  parsonage  prop¬ 
erty  that  would  relieve  the  minister  of  the  responsibility.  A  later 
meeting  on  July  15th  discussed  a  communication  from  the  pastor 
stating  that  his  salary  was  not  adequate  to  meet  the  annual  expenses 
of  the  parsonage  property.  No  doubt  it  was  in  response  to  this  situa¬ 
tion  that  led  the  church  to  increase  the  pastor’s  salary  to  $3000  and 
later  to  $3500. 

In  connection  with  this  general  situation,  Miss  Jennings  asked  the 
permission  of  the  Society’s  Committtee  to  secure  an  architect  at  her 
expense  and  explore  the  possibility  of  making  alterations  in  the 
parsonage  to  make  it  more  convenient  and  livable  for  the  minister’s 
family.  The  permission  was  given,  with  the  request  that  the  architect 
explore  the  possibility  of  two  possible  plans.  One  plan  was  to  elimi¬ 
nate  that  part  of  the  house  that  was  not  needed  by  the  pastor.  The 
other  was  to  provide  an  apartment  that  might  be  rented  to  another 
family. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society’s  Committee  on  August  12th  three 
sketches  were  presented  by  the'  areiteet.  I  he  sketch  lor  a  two  family 
arrangement  was  voted  to  be  undesirable.  No  decisions  were  reached 
at  that  meeting  in  regard  to  alternative  plans. 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Silcox  that  the  matter  of  assign¬ 
ing  church  sittings  came  up  for  consideration.  Various  details  were 
discussed  by  the  appropriate  committees.  As  new  families  came  into 
the  church  fellowship  they  naturally  wanted  some  guidance  as  to 
where  they  should  sit  during  the  Sunday  morning  service.  Many 
church  members  were  accustomed  to  occupying  the  same  pew  each 
Sunday.  Newcomers  naturally  did  not  want  to  displace  them.  It  was 
generally  agreed  that  the  new  families  should  be  assigned  pews  that 
would  meet  their  needs  as  well  as  possible. 

The  tragic  death  of  Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus  in  London,  England 
in  June  1922,  deprived  the  First  Church  of  one  of  its  most  loyal 
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friends.  He  had  always  retained  his  interest  in  the  village  of  his 
youthful  days.  He  had  been  a  generous  benefaetor  to  the  work  of 
the  parish,  especially  the  gift  of  the  beautiful  stained  glass  windows, 
presented  in  memory  of  the  six  Colonial  ministers  who  had  served 
the  “Prime  Ancient  Society/'  He  also  had  made  a  large  contribution 
to  the  Church  Endowment  Fund. 

It  was  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Silcox  that  Frederick  Sturges  Jr. 
gave  the  church  a  set  of  Westminster  Chimes  in  memory  of  his 
father,  together  with  an  electrified  Seth  Thomas  Clock  for  the 
Church  Tower.  Mr.  Frederick  Sturges  Sr.  had  long  been  a  faithful 
friend  and  benefactor  to  the  parish.  The  chimes  were  similar  to  the 
chimes  at  Princeton  University  and  were  installed  by  a  firm  located 
at  Troy,  N.Y.  Mr.  Frederick  Sturges  Sr.  passed  away  on  December 
22nd,  1917.  The  dedication  of  the  chimes  took  place  in  the  church 
sanctuary  on  December  31st,  1922. 

A  sad  event,  recorded  in  the  previous  chapter,  was  the  death  of 
Dr.  Child  on  May  4th,  1922.  Following  his  death  a  beautiful  tribute 
was  published  and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  church. 

It  must  have  come  somewhat  as  a  shock  to  the  church  members 
to  receive  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Silcox  as  pastor  on  January  1 8th, 
1923,  a  little  over  two  years  after  his  installation  on  November 
30th,  1920.  A  part  of  his  letter  of  resignation  is  presented  herewith, 
as  follows: 

“To  the  Members  of  the  First  Church: 

“The  Church  in  the  Gardens  of  Forest  Hills,  Long  Island,  has 
extended  to  me  a  unanimous  call  to  become  its  minister,  and  I  am 
responding  favorably  to  the  call.  I  therefore  tender  my  resignation 
as  minister  of  this  church  to  take  effect  on  March  1st,  1923,  subject 
to  the  concurrence  of  a  Dismissing  Council. 

“My  decision  has  been  reached  only  after  the  most  earnest  con¬ 
sideration  and  consultation  with  those  who  know  the  conditions  and 
|x>ssibilitics  both  in  Fairfield  and  Forest  Hills.  They  have  made  me 
feel  that  I  have  been  offered  a  most  challenging  and  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  it  is  my  duty  to  accept,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  have 
been  in  Fairfield  for  less  than  three  years  and  that  some  of  the  things 
which  I  had  hoped  to  do  both  for  the  church  and  the  community 
remain  undone. 

“In  the  last  few  days  I  have  been  reading  through  once  again  the 
letter  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  August  4th,  1920,  and  in  which  I 
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accepted  your  invitation  to  be  your  pastor.  Some  of  you  may  perhaps 
remember  something  of  that  letter.  It  will  help  you  to  estimate  today 
just  what  your  minister  hoped  when  he  came  to  Fairfield,  what  he 
expected  and  judged  by  these  standards,  and  how  far  he  may  have 
failed  or  succeeded.  Referring  to  the  traditions  of  Fairfield  and  the 
church  I  said: 

“  ‘I  trust  that  these  great  traditions  may  not  be  forgotten  but  that 
the  First  Church  will  grow,  intensively  and  extensively,  all  the  more 
because  it  is  deeply  rooted  and  embedded  in  some  of  the  great  epochs 
of  American  history.  Yet  I  am  more  concerned  with  the  future  of 
Fairfield  than  with  its  past,  for  sometimes  a  ‘past’  is  for  the  institution 
as  well  as  for  the  individual  a  burden  and  not  a  blessing.  In  Fairfield 
the  past  will  neither  paralyze  the  present  nor  cast  a  shadow  on  the 
future.  Yours  is  a  growing  community  and  you  are  not  only  con¬ 
scious  of  the  changes  which  are  going  on  but  you  have  already  shown 
the  spirit  of  adaptation  to  new  conditions/ 

‘1  realized  that  there  would  be  many  changes  in  method  under  my 
pastorate  and  because  of  your  cooperation  and  support  many  of  these 
fruitful  changes  have  been  effected,  although  because  of  the  dual 
system  of  church  government  prevailing  here,  the  Minister  was  de¬ 
nied  the  benefit  of  some  of  the  counsel  which  he  sought  and  desired. 
He  bespeaks  for  his  successor  the  most  complete  co-operation  of  both 
church  and  society,  in  the  actual  work  of  the  church  and  in  the 
taking  of  counsel  therefor. 

“Referring  again  to  the  task  of  the  ministry,  I  said:  ‘The  task  of 
a  minister  is  becoming  more  complicated.  He  is  expected  to  be  not 
only  prophet  and  priest,  pastor  and  administrator,  hut  too  often  to 
do  by  himself  everything  connected  with  the  parish.  It  is  not  thus 
that  living  churches  are  built.  It  is  as  much  the  obligation  of  the 
members  to  call  upon  one  another  and  especially  upon  strangers  as 
it  is  the  obligation  of  the  minister  to  call  upon  his  parishioners.  It  is 
as  much  the  solemn  duty  of  the  individual  Christian  to  win  others 
for  Christ  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ambassadors  for  Christ.  I  should 
not  have  accepted  the  call  to  the  Fairfield  parish  did  I  not  have  reason 
to  believe  and  expect  that  every  member  would  give  to  the  building 
of  the  church  not  only  his  presence  at  the  solemn  services,  not  only 
his  gifts,  his  time  and  his  interests,  but  also  that  most  precious  gift 
which  he  alone  can  contribute,— himself/ 

“My  honored  predecessor,  who  did  everything  in  his  power  to 
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make  the  way  of  his  successor  easy,  once  told  me  that  the  greatest 
disappointment  of  his  pastorate  here  was  his  failure  to  secure  a 
parish  house.  I  think  I  know  how  he  felt  but  I  am  reminded  that  it 
was  Solomon  who  built  the  temple  although  David  longed  in  his 
heart  to  do  so.  I  trust  that  my  successor  may  find,  because  of  the 
preliminary  work  which  has  been  done,  that  it  is  more  possible  to 
secure  for  this  church  and  community  the  building  for  the  social, 
recreational  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  people  of  Fairfield  which  is 
so  urgently  needed. 

“I  leave  with  deep  regret  and  with  the  trying  sense  of  the  imper¬ 
fections  and  incompletions  of  life.  It  is  not  what  man  does  which 
exalts  him  but  what  man  would  do,  and  the  things  which  he  tried 
to  do  and  even  failed  to  do.  Without  our  successors  our  work  must 
remain  incomplete.” 

This  letter  speaks  for  itself  and  gives  us  a  clue  as  to  the  reasons 
that  led  Mr.  Silcox  to  feel  that  he  should  accept  the  call  to  the 
church  at  Forest  Hills,  after  such  a  brief  stay  at  Fairfield. 
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The  Parish  House 


Chapter  Seven 

THE  PARISH  HOUSE. 


As  stated  in  Chapter  Five,  Dr.  Child  had  been  disappointed  in  the 
fact  that  the  way  had  not  opened  for  the  building  of  a  parish  house 
during  the  late  years  of  his  pastorate.  During  his  ministry  in  Fairfield 
the  church  sanctuary  had  been  used  for  Sunday  School  classes,  in 
addition  to  the  social  room  and  the  Eunoia  room.  As  the  Sunday 
School  grew  in  numbers,  this  arrangement  was  increasingly  unsatis¬ 
factory.  And  of  course  the  Sunday  School  sessions  could  not  be  held 
at  the  same  time  as  the  Sunday  morning  church  service. 

The  mention  of  the  parish  house  in  the  letter  of  resignation  of 
Mr.  Silcox  indicates  that  he  too  felt  the  urgent  need  for  enlarged 
facilities  for  the  program  of  religious  education.  The  lack  of  such 
facilities  may  well  have  been  a  factor  in  the  decision  of  Mr.  Silcox 
to  accept  the  call  to  the  Forest  Hills  Church  after  such  a  brief  stay 
in  Fairfield. 


In  short  the  lack  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  program  of  religious 
education  became  an  issue  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Silcox  and 
the  early  years  of  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate.  It  was  widely  recognized 
among  the  church  members  that  the  social  rooms  in  the  church 
building  were  simply  not  adequate  for  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

Before  his  resignation  Mr.  Silcox  preached  a  sermon  stressing  the 
need  of  a  parish  house.  Following  the  sermon  a  committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  including  the  following 
members:  A.  E.  Lavery,  Id.  E.  Riker  and  M.  Warren  Cowles. 

When  the  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  January  23rd,  1924, 
it  raised  the  following  questions:  1.  Does  the  church  need  a  parish 
house?  2.  Is  the  church  in  a  position  to  raise  the  funds  necessary 
for  such  a  building?  3.  Will  the  church  be  able  to  operate  the 
building,  in  a  financial  sense,  after  it  is  built?  The  committee  an¬ 
swered  the  first  question  in  the  affirmative.  The  meeting  thereupon 
passed  a  resolution  in  favor  of  building  a  parish  house.  It  was  voted 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  parish  house  committee  to  each 
member  of  the  church  and  Ecclesiastical  Society.  It  was  also  voted 
that  the  Parish  House  Committee  make  a  report  of  progress  at  a 
future  meeting. 


The  Parish  House  Committee  did  so  at  a  meeting  of  the  Eecle- 
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siastical  Society  on  March  24th,  1924.  They  told  of  visits  to  fifteen 
other  parish  houses  within  a  forty  mile  radius  of  Fairfield.  The  com¬ 
mittee  felt  that  the  need  of  the  First  Church  was  not  only  for  more 
class  rooms  but  also  that  there  were  social  and  recreational  needs 
that  should  be  met. 

The  Committtee  suggested  taking  a  careful  inventory  of  all  church 
facilities  and  equipment  before  making  final  decisions  either  about 
the  location  or  the  plan  for  a  new  parish  house.  The  Committee 
suggested  further  that  negotiations  might  well  be  started  with  the 
Mills  heirs  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  strip  of  land  about  fifty  feet 
wide  along  the  Post  Road  and  about  a  hundred  feet  along  Center 
Street.  The  need  of  more  land  near  the  church  was  self-evident  if  an 
additional  building  was  to  be  erected. 

Furthermore  the  Committee  was  of  the  opinion  that  any  new 
building  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  present  church  building, 
from  the  architectural  standpoint.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  sub¬ 
mit  specific  proposals  listed  as  Propositions  A,  B  and  C.  Proposition  A 
called  for  a  building  attached  to  the  church,  extending  the  church 
building  west  or  north.  Proposition  B  called  for  a  detached  building, 
perhaps  connected  with  the  church  by  a  colonnade  or  covered  pas¬ 
sage.  Proposition  C  called  for  the  assembly  rooms  of  the  Sunday 
School  to  be  located  within  the  present  church  building,  with  the 
class  rooms  being  in  a  separate  building.  All  three  plans  were 
dependent  upon  securing  additional  land  close  to  the  church. 

The  Committee  recommended  securing  an  architect  and  asked 
for  an  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  cover  the  preliminary 
expenses  of  the  architect’s  sketches.  It  also  recommended  enlarging 
the  size  of  the  Parish  Flouse  Committee. 

The  conclusion  of  the  Committee  was  that  the  detached  building, 
namely  Proposition  B,  would  be  most  satisfactory  in  the  end.  It  asked 
permission  to  proceed  with  the  securing  of  an  architect,  also  to  have 
the  preliminary  sketches  prepared,  and  the  taking  of  steps  to  pur¬ 
chase  land  from  the  adjoining  Mills  property. 

Among  the  features  of  a  new  building  listed  as  desirable  by  the 
Committee  were  class  rooms,  an  assembly  room  on  the  main  floor,  a 
gallery  with  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  a  ladies  parlor  with  kitchen 
facilities,  church  offices,  and  bowling  alleys,  perhaps  also  a  gym¬ 
nasium  in  the  basement. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the  specific  recommenda- 
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tions  of  the  Parish  I  louse  Committee.  The  majority  of  the  members 
present  favored  an  attached  building,  if  the  expense  was  reasonable. 
It  was  voted  to  secure  an  architect  and  proceed  with  plans  for  secur¬ 
ing  the  necessary  funds.  A  committee  of  three  members  was  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was 
approved  for  the  preliminary  sketches  of  the  architect.  A  motion  was 
passed  appointing  Charles  B.  Jennings  and  Frederick  Sturges  Jr.  as 
a  committee  of  two  to  negotiate  with  the  Mills  family  in  the  hope  of 
securing  additional  land  near  the  church.  The  committee  for  se¬ 
curing  the  needed  funds  consisted  of  W.  M.  Redfield,  E.  Carlisle 
Hunter  and  Fred  A.  Burr.  The  Parish  House  Committee  was  to  be 
composed  of  W.  Warren  Cowles,  H.  Edgar  Riker,  Miss  Ruth  Hall, 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Burr,  and  a  fifth  member  to  be  selected  by  the  Society’s 
Committee. 

At  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  June  29th,  1924,  a  number  of 
short  addresses  were  made  to  inaugurate  the  financial  appeal  for 
funds  necessary  in  the  building  of  a  parish  house.  At  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Grant,  the  new  pastor,  Miss  Emma  Wakeman  proposed  that 
the  new  building  be  called  the  “Child  Memorial  Parish  House”  in 
memory  of  Dr.  Frank  S.  Child  who  had  served  as  pastor  of  the 
church  for  thirty-two  years.  This  suggestion  was  put  as  a  motion 
and  carried  unanimously. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  held  on  Jan¬ 
uary  14th,  1925,  a  report  of  progress  was  made  concerning  the  appeal 
for  funds  for  the  new  parish  house.  Over  $40,000  had  already  been 
pledged,  of  which  $22,000  were  now  in  hand.  A  goodly  number  of 
the  members  of  both  the  church  and  the  Society  had  responded 
generously  to  the  appeal.  There  were  two  initial  gifts  of  $10,000 
and  $5,000  respectively.  The  mounting  list  of  givers  and  the  amounts 
opposite  their  names  were  an  impressive  testimonial  of  their  church 
loyalty  and  their  desire  to  contribute  to  the  improved  facilities  for 
the  religious  education  of  the  children  of  the  parish.  Mr.  Warren 
Cowles  spoke  briefly  outlining  the  work  done  in  preparing  pre¬ 
liminary  sketches  for  the  proposed  parish  house.  Further  details 
would  have  to  await  the  purchase  of  the  land  and  a  final  decision 
regarding  the  location  of  the  new  building. 

On  March  1 8th,  1925  there  was  a  joint  meeting  of  the  First 
Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  to  hear  the  latest  reports 
touching  on  the  proposed  parish  house,  with  about  sixty  members 
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present.  The  Parish  I  louse  Committee  reported  that  they  had  en¬ 
gaged  the  services  of  William  Gregory  of  New  York  City,  for  many 
years  a  partner  of  Mr.  ].  C.  Cady  who  had  designed  the  present 
church  building,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  headed  by 
Mr.  Frederick  Sturo-es  Jr.  A  contract  had  been  signed  with  Mr. 
Gregory  which  included  a  payment  to  cover  the  expense  of  the 
preliminary  sketches. 

Rough  estimates  indicated  that  the  new  building  would  cost 
around  $100,000  including  the  land  and  equipment.  But  definite 
plans  must  await  the  purchase  of  the  land.  If  the  land  were  not 
available  from  the  Mills  estate  it  was  suggested  that  a  parish  house 
might  be  built  on  parsonage  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  Center 
Street.  It  was  also  suggested  that  the  need  of  the  church  for  religious 
education  facilities  took  precedence  over  the  social  or  recreational 
activities  of  the  parish.  The  Parish  House  Committee  felt  that  the 
athletic  held  was  not  a  desirable  location  for  the  new  building  be¬ 
cause  of  its  distance  from  the  church  and  the  fear  that  it  would 
stress  the  recreational  interests  of  the  church  members.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  said  that  the  difference  in  cost  between  the  two  locations 
was  not  an  important  factor. 

On  April  29th,  1925  there  was  another  joint  meeting  of  the  First 
Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  At  this  meeting  a  number 
of  resolutions  were  adopted  to  expedite  the  project  of  the  new  build¬ 
ing.  The  meeting  approved  the  purchase  of  land  on  Center  Street, 
now  Beach  Road,  and  if  this  were  not  possible,  the  members  voted 
to  erect  the  new  building  on  the  east  side  of  Center  Street.  The 
meeting  approved  the  use  of  the  invested  funds  of  the  church  for 
the  purchase  of  the  land,  stating  that  the  combined  cost  of  the  land 
and  the  building  should  not  exceed  $75,000. 

It  was  brought  out  in  the  general  discussion  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  Parish  House  Committee  regarding  the 
use  of  Mr.  Ziroli  as  the  architect.  Three  members  of  the  committee 
were  in  favor  of  cancelling  the  contract  with  Mr.  Gregory  and  paying 
him  $400  for  his  past  services.  They  desired  to  make  use  of  the 
services  of  Mr.  Ziroli,  drawing  up  a  contract  similar  to  that  now 
held  by  Mr.  Gregory.  Two  members  of  the  Parish  House  Committee 
felt  such  a  course  to  be  unwise.  They  disapproved  of  cancelling  the 
present  contract  with  Mr.  Gregory  as  there  were  not  sufficient 
mounds  for  clomp  so. 

O  O 


60 


-fi*>  'if  il  v.ib  \>  <*{'/ 1  i  i  nrnc  )  :)  <j'  II  Aav  ;r I  Oil  ''  .?nor>*c] 

10  ,  •')  ho(  w: '/  1  )  -•>  '  v )  r  xlliVy  k*  rx-ivi  >ib 

taat-nq  '  •  .n;ii  o,I.;  {bt  >  .C  ’  .(  .iM  i*  \  <tr>  u  i 

&  io  iiuJjtw  b  adi  yOiif  i  Hmfffo 

•»M  ^t-»r  *  *pyi;  •  *  '  .1 

-i  )  /*  ;  fiibl  :'l  //ai.  i  J  ;;flj  i  r  Oil  f  i  >  !  r^-.  ^,0 

>f  ,1  i  ii  i  u  .  bluer  orb  1’f.w*  u  n  J'fusiq 


ziu.  .Jtuol  owl  juj  tt'owrj 


odi  lo  *f>ni  bateavni  orii  lo  wu  orb  bovoiqqu  gr.i&ara 

gniycq  Lmb  yo^rjiD  .iM  (how  jo*  ilnoi  r>di  gfiilhonu  j  lo  lovul  w  or>w 

yjltimm  )  on  i<  ■’ 

orb  ^ni[!  r>nf5*>  lo  Ixivoi ;  uv.  a  mi T 


Thus  the  meeting  was  faced  with  both  majority  and  minority 
reports.  It  was  recognized  that  there  was  a  certain  delicacy  about 
the  matter  since  Mr.  Ziroli  was  a  member  of  the  First  Church.  The 
final  vote  was  that  the  contract  with  Mr.  Gregory  should  be  ter¬ 
minated  and  a  new  contract  should  be  entered  into  with  Mr.  Ziroli 
as  the  architect  for  the  parish  house  project.  It  was  further  decided 
to  proceed  with  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  land  from  the  Mills 
estate,  the  price  not  to  exceed  $125  per  front  foot. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  March  13th, 
1925,  the  clerk  of  the  Society  presented  a  written  statement  in  his 
capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  Parish  I  louse  Committee.  He  spoke  of 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Gregory.  He  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gregory 
expressing  surprise  over  the  proposal  to  employ  Mr.  Ziroli  as  the 
architect  for  the  parish  house  project.  The  clerk  then  read  the  terms 
of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Gregory.  The  decision  of  the  meeting  was 
that  the  contract  with  Mr.  Gregory  be  terminated  and  that  he  be 
paid  for  his  past  services  at  the  regular  rate  adopted  by  the  American 
Institute  of  Architects.  The  meeting  accepted  with  regret  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Cowles  as  chairman  of  the  Parish  House  Committee. 

Now  that  Mr.  Ziroli  had  been  employed  as  architect  the  way  was 
cleared  for  the  preliminary  plans  for  the  new  building.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  October  1 6th,  1925,  Mr. 
Lavery  reported  as  the  new-  chairman  of  the  Parish  House  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  offered  two  plans  for  discussion  known  as  Plan  A  and 
Plan  B.  Plan  A  would  cost  $91,000  and  would  include  a  parish 
house  of  three  floors,  containing  bowling  alleys  in  the  basement  floor. 

Plan  B  would  contain  additional  facilities  and  cost  $110,000.  Mr. 
Lavery  put  it  up  to  the  meeting  to  make  the  decision  as  to  which 
plan  was  preferable  and  financially  feasible.  It  was  the  view  of 
the  majority  present  that  Plan  A  was  preferable  but  no  final  decisions 
were  made  at  this  meeting.  At  a  later  meeting  of  the  Society  on 
November  4th,  1925,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  with  the  construction 
of  a  parish  house  according  to  Plan  A,  as  presented  by  Mr.  Ziroli. 

The  time  was  approaching  for  the  receiving  of  bids  and  the 
granting  of  contracts.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  on  May  19th,  1926 
it  was  voted  to  authorize  the  Building  Committee,  of  which  Mr. 
W.  O.  Burr  was  chairman,  to  sign  contracts  with  four  different 
firms,  totalling  $68,000.  With  certain  additions  voted  by  the  meeting, 
the  total  amount  of  expenditures  approved  came  to  $78,000.  It  was 
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also  voted  that  the  cost  of  the  building  and  equipment,  not  covered 
by  money  in  hand,  should  be  raised  by  a  mortgage  on  the  parish 
house  building  and  property. 

The  laying  of  the  corner  stone  was  an  impressive  ceremony.  Those 
taking  part  included  Walter  Redfield  Jr.  representing  the  Sunday 
School,  Frederick  Sturges  Jr.  representing  the  Ecclesiastical  Society, 
William  O.  Burr,  the  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  Rev. 
John  H.  Grant,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Dr.  Frank  S.  Child  Jr. 
representing  the  Child  family. 

The  exercises  followed  a  Sunday  morning  church  service.  There 
was  a  procession  of  Sunday  School  children  led  by  the  church  choir. 
Mr.  Grant  led  the  congregation  in  a  special  responsive  reading.  There 
was  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone,  using  a  silver  trowel  in 
the  laying  of  the  mortar  at  the  base  of  the  corner  stone.  The  cere¬ 
mony  concluded  with  a  memorial  prayer,  given  by  the  pastor. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  on  August  4th,  1926,  it  was  voted  that 
Bacon  Wakeman  and  Frederick  Sturges  Jr.  should  institute  a  suit 
in  the  Superior  Court  of  Fairfield  County  to  obtain  a  judgement, 
authorizing  the  sale  of  farm  land  belonging  to  the  parsonage  prop¬ 
erty.  It  was  furthermore  voted  that  when  the  authority  to  sell  the 
land  was  obtained,  the  land  should  be  sold  jointly  to  Andrew  L. 
Riker,  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings,  James  T.  Roche  Jr.,  and  Charles 
B.  Jennings,  for  the  sum  of  $27,000.  At  this  same  meeting  a  vote 
authorized  the  Society's  Committee  to  borrow  such  sums  of  money 
as  might  be  necessary  to  complete  and  lurnish  the  parish  house. 

On  June  24th,  1927,  the  Society  received  the  permission  of  the 
Superior  Court  to  sell  the  parsonage  land.  The  Court  ruled  that  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  Society  for 
the  benefit  of  the  minister  and  that  the  income  from  the  trust  fund 
should  be  paid  to  the  minister.  This  issue  was  amicably  adjusted 
both  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pastor  and  of  the  Society. 

The  combined  efforts  of  both  church  and  Society  to  build  a  new 
parish  house  reached  a  happy  culmination  on  Sunday,  May  15th, 
1927.  On  that  day  the  Child  Memorial  Parish  Flouse  was  dedicated. 
The  program  took  place  at  4:30  P.M.  and  was  as  follows:  Flymn, 
“Come  Thou  Almighty  King,”  Invocation  and  Lord's  Prayer,  Anthem 
by  the  combined  choirs,  Responsive  Reading  led  by  Rev.  Delmar 
S.  Markle,  Rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  Gloria  Patri,  The 
Ceremony  of  the  Keys,  presented  by  William  O.  Burr  of  the  Build- 


62 


\  t  ;oir  bn*  gr-'hiiud  '*voA 

•nor;:' i  it-  ,  nqtT  ns  t:  nov  ; . nioi-^i  -  *»••  •*!  *<  * 

-sbnog  «Ii  *iitt >  w  .r  Mwlfeaff  •>:'//  latmbni  n«j  friM** 

Him  .13  oil)  X<1  M  c-Jib!  li  loorb2  vfibm&  o  noi>**x»q  i;  ;->,7 

-im,  Off r  .on  U  iou\oj  ‘jM  jo  o*;d  Jrl)  )c  binofli  '  Hi  »  sniysi  jiI) 
i  (ii  t/  T9vt,iq  Icnoir.  ;m  a  f>  rw  bobubntr  X1  jm 

i  ;  wrscj  o  {•  go  ;;  A  h  f  n  r.J  io  »: *  U  #  *  Awb 

' 

*:  {  mc(!  ino!«.)  ,  1'jiimD  I  ••  ■*)<•;  **  >  iorx»H  <  Ab &M  .2 


ing  Committee  to  Bacon  Wakeman  of  the  Society’s  Committee, 
Memorial  Address  by  Samuel  C.  Morehouse,  Poem  by  Mrs.  Mabel 
Osgood  Wright,  Anthem  by  combined  choirs,  Address,  ‘‘The  Church 
of  Tomorrow,”  Rev.  Claris  E.  Silcox,  former  pastor  of  the  church, 
Violin  Solo  by  Pemberton  Sturges,  The  Service  of  Dedication  led 
by  Mr.  Grant,  Prayer,  Hymn,  “Faith  of  Our  Fathers,”  Benediction 
by  Rev.  Allen  E.  Beeman,  Pastor  Emeritus  of  St.  Paul’s  Church. 

During  this  service  of  dedication  there  was  a  presentation  of  a 
table  and  three  chairs,  to  be  used  on  the  platform  of  the  parish 
house.  Mr.  Grant  explained  that  this  was  a  combined  gift  by  a 
member  of  the  Building  Committee,  also  some  members  of  the 
Fairfield  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  several  Jewish  residents  of 
Fairfield  and  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Grant  read  a  letter  of  congratulation  from  Rev.  John  E. 
Bushnell  of  Minneapolis  who  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
from  1884  to  1888.  Mrs.  Wright  read  the  following  poem  which 
was  composed  for  the  occasion: 

“He  was  our  Friend,  Friend  of  this  town,  beloved, 

He  spread  its  storied  past  beside  the  way, 

Whereby  Tomorrow,  knowing  Yesterday 
May  deeper  push  its  roots  for  anchorage. 

The  doorways  of  the  people  opened  wide 
To  him  who  knew  no  chafing  bonds  of  creed 
Who  wove  the  human  ties  with  love  for  all 
Cod’s  miracles  of  earth  and  sky  and  sea. 

He  was  our  Friend:  For  peace  his  spoken  words. 

The  sunset  his  Te  Deum,  stars  his  compass  points 
For  charting  the  beyond,  the  rhythmic  waves 
His  pacemakers  of  moods,  exalted,  calm. 

Who  knew  him  miss  him.  They  miss  who  knew  him  not. 

’Tis  said  no  one  is  dead  so  long  as  he 
Is  named  with  words  of  love.  Then  he  lives  on, 

Is  with  us  at  this  hour.  In  Love,  chief  of  the  three 
Immortal  proofs  of  Immortality: 

Faith,  Hope  and  Love;  with  work  the  manifest. 

He  was  our  Friend  and  Good.  Can  man  say  more? 

Up  on  the  everlasting  hills  seek  ye  for  strength.  Amen.” 

There  were  special  gifts  made  for  the  parish  house  equipment  by 
Sunday  School  classes  and  various  church  organizations.  The  fur- 
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nishings  of  the  kitchen  were  presented  by  the  Women’s  Guild  of 
the  church.  The  Men’s  Assembly  helped  to  equip  the  bowling  alleys. 
Three  rooms  were  furnished  as  memorials,  a  Junior  class  room  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bullard,  another  Junior  class  room  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Judd,  and  the  new  Kindergarten  room  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lester  H.  White. 

The  Memorial  Tablet  to  Dr.  Child,  placed  inside  the  front  door, 
was  unveiled  on  December  nth,  1927.  It  is  a  bronze  tablet,  fash¬ 
ioned  by  the  Tiffany  Studios  of  New  York  City.  It  was  given  by 
Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings  and  accepted  by  Rev.  John  H.  Grant  on 
behalf  of  the  parish.  The  inscription  reads  as  follows:  — 

“To  the  Glory  of  God  and  in  Loving  Memory  of 
Frank  Samuel  Child  D.D. 


Pastor  of  this  church  .  1888-1920 

Pastor  Emeritus  .  1920-1922 


For  nearly  thirty-four  years  he  served  this  church  and  town  with 
a  sympathy  and  understanding  that  endeared  him  to  all.  A  loyal 
follower  of  the  Master,  he  taught  by  word  and  deed  the  love  of  God 
and  his  fellowmen,  leaving  us  an  enlarged  conception  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry.  Deeply  interested  in  all  good  works,  he  gave  freely  of 
his  time  and  thought  to  every  cause  of  benefit  to  community  and 
town.  The  memory  of  his  life  among  11s  is  hallowed  and  will  remain 
forever  a  blessed  inspiration.  He  kept  the  commandments  of  God 
and  the  faith  of  Jesus.” 

The  new  building  was  a  great  addition  to  the  church  program. 
Soon  after  its  dedication  Mr.  John  Forsyth  became  its  janitor.  The 
church  members  were  aware  that  the  maintenance  of  the  parish 
house  would  add  to  the  church  budget,  perhaps  as  much  as  $8000 
a  year.  Hence  there  was  an  interest  in  having  the  new  building  used 
in  a  rental  capacity  whenever  it  was  not  needed  for  the  church 
program. 
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Chapter  Eight 
MR.  GRANT’S  PASTORATE. 


With  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Silcox  the  First  Church  faced  the 
necessity  of  securing  a  new  minister,  a  task  that  requires  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  time  and  good  judgement  on  the  part  of  the 
pastoral  committee.  Rev.  Carlos  C.  Rowlison  of  La  Crosse,  Wis¬ 
consin  was  asked  to  serve  as  a  supply  minister  during  the  summer 
months  and  live  at  the  Sherman  Parsonage  with  his  family.  This 
gave  additional  time  to  the  pastoral  committee  in  the  search  for  a 
new  pastor.  In  view  of  the  brief  pastorate  of  Mr.  Silcox,  the  members 
of  the  First  Church  were  undoubtedly  desirous  of  finding  a  new 
minister  who  would  have  a  substantial  pastorate  in  Fairfield. 

Among  the  candidates  for  the  First  Church  was  Rev.  John  FI. 
Grant  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  he  had  been  the  minister  of  a  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  invited  to  occupy  the 
Fairfield  pulpit  on  June  24th,  1923.  The  church  members  were 
greatly  attracted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant,  with  the  result  that  a  special 
church  meeting  was  held  on  July  1 8th,  1923  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  pastoral  committee  and  take  whatever  action  seemed  desirable. 
There  was  also  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  that 
same  evening  for  the  purpose  of  taking  similar  action. 

It  so  happened  that  about  this  time  all  the  members  of  the  church 
of  voting  age  were  invited  to  become  members  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society,  with  the  suggestion  that  applications  for  membership  be 
sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Edward  Osborn.  A  committee 
of  the  Society  was  already  investigating  the  question  whether  under 
the  Bylaws  of  the  Society  it  was  possible  for  women  to  become 
members  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society. 

As  a  result  of  the  two  meetings  on  July  1 8th,  a  call  was  sent  to 
Rev.  John  FI.  Grant,  inviting  him  to  become  the  minister  of  the 
First  Church.  Mr.  Grant  accepted  the  call  sent  to  him  by  both  the 
First  Church  and  the  Society,  suggesting  that  he  begin  his  pastorate 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  October. 

In  his  letter  of  acceptance  Mr.  Grant  wrote  as  follows: 

“As  indicating  my  conception  of  the  appeal  presented  by  the  Fair- 
field  Church,  the  following  words  are  quoted  from  my  letter  of 
resignation  read  in  Elyria,—  The  tradition  of  the  Fairfield  Chureh 
is  one  of  service  to  community  and  commonwealth.  The  parish  is 
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growing  by  a  steady  influx  of  homemaking  families.  A  parish  house 
is  in  prospect  which  can  be  made  the  center  of  a  varied  program 
for  the  younger  life  of  the  village,  in  addition  to  the  purposes  of 
religious  education.  The  church  is  not  unmindful  of  the  stranger 
within  its  gates.  Former  pastors  have  been  active  in  promoting  the 
schools,  library,  historical  and  patriotic  societies,  the  fresh  air  sum¬ 
mer  camp,  and  helpful  agencies.  It  is  the  type  of  church  to  which 
I  am  naturally  drawn  for  my  third  and  last  pastorate.  I  will  only 
add  my  confidence  that  the  church  in  Fairfield  desires  to  meet  fully 
the  challenge  of  this  new  day.’  ” 

Soon  after  their  arrival  in  October  a  reception  was  held  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Grant  so  that  the  church  members  would  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  get  to  know  them  personally.  A  large  number  were  present 
and  beard  Mr.  Grant’s  words  of  appreciation  for  their  welcome  and 
the  efforts  made  to  make  them  comfortable  in  the  Sherman  Par¬ 
sonage.  Mr.  Grant  announced  that  he  and  Mrs.  Grant  would  keep 
‘open  house”  in  the  parsonage  on  two  separate  evenings  and  thus 
give  the  members  the  opportunity  to  see  the  improvements  made  in 
the  parsonage,  especially  in  the  East  Room.  It  was  the  desire  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  that  various  committee  meetings  might  be  held 
in  the  parsonage  from  time  to  time. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Council  was  asked  to  meet  in  the  First  Church 
on  March  20th,  1924  for  the  purpose  of  installing  Mr.  Grant  as  the 
seventeenth  minister  of  the  First  Church.  Following  the  examination 
there  was  a  church  supper  at  6  P.M.  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Guild  and  the  Eunoia  Club.  The  Installation  Service  was  held  at 
7:30  P.M.  in  the  sanctuary.  Rev.  Charles  E.  Burton,  Secretary  of  the 
National  Council,  preached  the  sermon.  Mr.  Silcox  gave  the  prayer 
of  installation.  Rev.  Shepherd  Knapp  of  Worcester  gave  the  charge 
to  the  minister.  Rev.  Sherrod  Soule,  Superintendent  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Conference  of  Congregational  Churches,  gave  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  Dr.  William  Horace  Day  of  the  United  Church 
in  Bridgeport  gave  the  charge  to  the  church  members. 

As  Mr.  Grant  expressed  it  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  Fairfield 
was  now  a  rapidly  growing  community.  Many  changes  were  taking 
place.  Former  landmarks  were  gradually  disappearing.  For  example, 
at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  held  on  May  15th, 
1924  there  was  a  discussion  about  the  removal  of  the  stone  hitching 
posts  along  Center  Street  thus  increasing  the  space  available  for  the 
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parking  of  automobiles.  The  issue  was  deferred  for  future  decision 
and  the  hitching  posts  were  eventually  removed. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate  saw  the  construction  and 
dedication  of  the  new  Parish  House  for  which  much  spade  work  had 
been  done  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Silcox  and  the  late  years  of 
Dr.  Child.  The  Parish  House  was  a  great  stimulant  to  the  weekly 
program  of  church  activities.  Not  only  did  the  Sunday  School  now 
have  ample  facilities  for  the  various  classes  but  the  other  church 
organizations  were  also  greatly  benefitted.  There  was  a  Young 
Couples’  Club  during  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate. 

The  bowling  alleys  were  in  frequent  use  by  youth  groups  and 
young  adult  groups.  The  upper  level  near  the  kitchen  was  in  demand 
both  as  a  dining  room  and  as  a  gymnasium  for  games  like  basketball. 
A  part  of  the  upper  level  could  also  be  used  as  a  stage  for  dramatic 
productions,  the  audience  sitting  on  the  lower  level. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Silcox  the  Eunoia  Club  for  young 
adults  had  been  organized  in  1921,  with  the  help  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lavery.  This  club  quickly  became  an  active  working  group  in  the 
life  of  the  church,  helping  occasionally  with  church  finances,  and 
also  helping  to  integrate  new  members  into  the  church.  One  of  the 
club’s  notable  activities  in  the  early  years  was  dramatics.  The  mem¬ 
bers  put  on  one  or  two  plays  each  year,  using  the  Parish  House  stage 
on  the  upper  level. 

The  list  of  plays  given  by  members  of  the  Eunoia  Club  included 
the  following:  “Mail  Order  Brides,’’  “Only  38,”  “Green  Stockings,’’ 
“The  Little  Clodhopper,"  “A  Rose  o’Plymouth  Town,”  “Oh  Kay," 
“Middle  Years,"  “Mrs.  Bumpstead-Leigh,"  “The  Patsy,”  “Miss  Wash¬ 
ington,’’  “Intimate  Strangers,"  and  “What  Ails  You?".  Needless  to 
say  these  plays  not  only  gave  great  pleasure  to  the  participants  but 
also  to  the  church  members  as  a  whole. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  with  their  family  had  not  been  long  in  the 
parsonage  before  realizing  that  it  was  a  rather  large  and  expensive 
home  in  which  to  live.  The  building  was  old  and  in  frequent  need 
of  repairs.  The  grounds  required  continuing  attention.  As  a  result 
Mr.  Grant  discussed  the  matter  at  various  times  with  the  appropriate 
committees  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  and  financial  assistance  was 
usually  forthcoming. 

During  the  years  of  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate  there  were  various  gifts 
presented  to  the  Eirst  Church.  In  1924  Miss  Annie  Jennings  offered 
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to  defray  the  cost  of  installing  cup  racks  in  the  pews  to  be  used 
during  the  Communion  Service.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted 
by  the  Society’s  Committee. 

A  silver  vase  to  be  used  for  flowers  was  given  by  Mrs.  Mabel 
Osgood  Wright.  It  was  a  family  heirloom  and  had  been  presented 
in  1864  to  Mrs.  Wright’s  father,  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood  D.D.,  while 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  in  New  York  City. 

Five  communion  chairs  were  given  by  a  church  member,  har¬ 
monizing  in  design  with  the  other  furnishings  of  the  church.  They 
were  designed  by  the  ].  and  R.  Lamb  Company  of  New  York  City, 
and  were  dedicated  on  January  4th,  1931. 

Miss  Annie  Jennings  helped  with  the  redecorating  and  refurnish¬ 
ing  of  the  church  in  1930.  She  also  helped  greatly  in  the  purchase 
of  a  new  organ  and  in  the  remodeling  of  the  chancel. 

The  First  Church  received  from  the  Wakeman  family  a  set  of 
Mayland  Memorial  Chimes  for  the  new  organ.  The  chimes  were 
donated  in  memory  of  Andrew  P.  Wakeman,  Cornelia  K.  Wakeman 
and  Mary  A.  Sturges. 

A  service  of  dedication  for  the  new  organ,  chimes  and  remodeled 
chancel  was  held  on  Sunday  morning,  January  24th,  1932.  The 
new  organ  was  a  three  manual  instrument  and  its  construction 
was  carried  out  by  the  Harry  Hall  Company  of  New  Haven.  The 
pipes  of  the  old  organ,  being  of  excellent  quality,  were  incorporated 
into  the  new  organ.  The  J.  and  R.  Lamb  Company  of  New  York 
City  had  charge  of  the  remodeling  of  the  chancel. 

A  short  time  after  the  dedication  a  Vesper  Service  was  held  in 
the  church  with  a  program  arranged  by  the  Harry  Hall  Company. 
Mr.  Raymond  Clarke,  organist  of  the  Plymouth  Church  of  New 
Haven,  was  at  the  organ.  Miss  Ida  Hippolitus  was  the  soprano  soloist 
and  Mr.  Demander  played  the  violin. 

A  notable  occasion  for  the  First  Church  was  the  dedication  service 
of  the  Children’s  Chapel  on  January  29th,  1935.  In  a  certain  sense 
it  was  a  memorial  service  to  Mrs.  Mabel  Osgood  Wright  who  passed 
away  in  July  1934  and  who  was  well  known  as  a  naturalist,  writer, 
and  who  had  such  great  interest  in  the  Fairfield  Bird  Sanctuary. 

The  original  gift  to  the  Children’s  Chapel  was  Mrs.  Wright's 
painting,  “The  Cood  Shepherd”  which  had  hung  in  her  father's 
home.  Mrs.  Wright  also  gave  the  table  with  its  cover,  the  cross,  the 
vase  and  the  candle  sticks. 
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The  curtain  in  the  Children’s  Chapel,  used  as  a  background  for 
the  painting,  was  the  gift  of  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings.  The  lighting  and 
installation  were  the  gift  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  N.  Dewitt.  The 
chapel  chairs  were  the  gift  of  Katherine  Anne  Dewitt.  The  brass 
vases  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  S.  Pickett.  The  lectern 
was  donated  by  the  Women’s  Guild  of  the  church  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Frank  S.  Child. 

Mr.  William  O.  Burr  presented  the  church  with  three  acres  of 
land  which  could  be  used  as  a  camp  site  for  youth  groups  such  as 
Boy  Scout  or  Girl  Scout  Troops.  This  gift  was  gratefully  accepted 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  A  bequest  of  $5000  was  received  from 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Samuel  Rowland  and  applied  toward  the  Parish 
House  debt. 

In  the  meantime  the  various  activities  carried  on  in  the  Parish 
House  were  flourishing.  There  was  an  income  from  rentals  since  the 
Parish  House  was  being  used  by  outside  organizations  such  as  the 
Masonic  Fraternity.  A  Kindergarten  School  was  being  held  in  the 
Parish  House  basement  although  the  Boy  Scout  Troop  continued 
to  hold  its  meetings  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  maintenance  of  the  church  property,  so  it 
is  with  church  finances.  They  are  a  continuing  concern  year  by  year. 
Churches  have  to  be  sustained  by  the  loyalty  and  generosity  of  their 
membership.  In  early  Colonial  times  the  churches  were  supported 
by  taxing  their  members.  Later  on  the  system  of  pew  rentals  was 
devised  and  proved  to  be  a  substantial  help  in  meeting  the  church 
budget.  More  recently  voluntary  giving  and  the  Every-Member- 
Canvass  have  held  the  right  of  way. 

Church  organizations  like  the  Women’s  Guild  or  the  Eunoia 
Club  held  various  functions  that  brought  help  to  the  church  treas¬ 
ury.  During  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate  church  bazaars  and  lawn  parties 
were  held  at  the  Sherman  Parsonage.  These  were  delightful  occa- 

fc>  o 

sions  with  ponies  for  the  children,  food  for  grownups,  and  various 
tables  with  articles  for  sale  such  as  pies,  cakes,  ice  cream,  candy, 
jellies,  plants  and  similar  articles.  Church  suppers  were  held  in  the 
Parish  House  from  time  to  time. 

Then  there  were  the  special  offerings  on  behalf  of  good  causes 
such  as  the  missionary  interests  of  the  church.  For  example,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Church  Council  on  April  15th,  1932  Mr.  Grant 
explained  the  Dollar  Plan  introduced  by  the  Mission  Boards  to  offset 
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the  drop  in  receipts  owing  to  the  widespread  economic  depression. 
It  was  voted  to  recommend  that  the  First  Church  adopt  this  plan 
and  distribute  the  coin  cards  among  the  members. 

During  Mr.  Grands  pastorate  there  were  a  number  of  personnel 
changes  affecting  the  church  staff.  In  1929  Mr.  George  Murphy 
resigned  as  organist  and  choir  director  after  a  service  of  thirty-four 
years.  It  had  been  a  happy  relationship  and  the  members  wanted  to 
show  their  appreciation  to  Mr.  Murphy  for  his  many  years  of  faith¬ 
ful  service.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Church  Council  on  April  29th  it 
was  voted  to  have  a  testimonial  statement  prepared  by  the  Music 
Committee.  This  was  presented  to  Mr.  Murphy  on  May  12th  which 
was  his  final  Sunday  as  church  organist. 

A  reception  was  held  for  Mr.  Murphy  on  the  following  Friday 
evening.  Out  of  his  appreciation  for  his  years  of  service,  Mr.  Murphy 
presented  to  the  church  a  framed  copy  of  the  One  Flundred  and 
Fiftieth  Psalm,  illuminated  by  his  own  hand  work  and  done  with 
rare  skill.  Mrs.  Grant  Leonard  succeeded  Mr.  Murphy  as  the  or¬ 
ganist  and  choir  director  of  the  church. 

Now  that  the  new  Parish  Flouse  was  a  going  concern  it  seemed 
desirable  to  secure  a  Director  of  Religious  Education  for  the  ex¬ 
panded  work  of  the  Sunday  School.  Miss  Elizabeth  Bulkeley  was 
employed  for  that  purpose.  Arthur  Rinden,  a  Yale  Divinity  student, 
was  associated  with  her,  working  with  the  youth  group.  Together 
they  conducted  a  Vacation  Bible  School  for  several  weeks  during  the 
summer  of  1927.  Miss  Bulkeley  only  remained  a  year  as  the  Director 
of  Religious  Education  and  then  accepted  a  similar  position  with  the 
Baptist  Temple  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Bunker  as  the  new  Director 
of  Religious  Education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunker  came  from  Ohio  and 
Mrs.  Bunker  was  employed  as  Mr.  Grant’s  secretary.  She  also  served 
as  Collector  on  behalf  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  Mrs.  Bunker 
passed  away  after  a  brief  illness  in  1929  leaving  a  host  of  friends 
in  the  church. 

A  Memorial  Service  was  held  for  her  on  October  12th  and  a 
picture  was  hung  in  the  Sarah  Deyo  room  in  the  church  as  a 
memorial  to  her.  This  room  had  been  recently  decorated  and  re¬ 
furnished  by  the  Eunoia  Club  and  the  members  were  hopeful  that 
it  might  come  to  be  called  the  Sarah  Deyo  Memorial  Room.  A  bronze 
tablet  was  placed  on  the  wall  for  that  purpose.  More  recently  this 
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room  has  frequently  been  called  the  Eunoia  room  largely  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Eunoia  Club  usually  held  its  meetings  in  that  room. 

There  will  be  no  effort  in  this  brief  history  to  record  the  names  of 
the  various  students  who  assisted  in  the  church  program  from  year 
to  year  nor  the  names  of  members  of  the  choir  and  quartet.  There 
are  some  names,  however,  that  do  stand  out  like  that  of  David  Davis 
who  first  came  on  the  weekend  basis  and  then  stayed  on  to  become 
the  Pastor’s  assistant,  remaining  four  years.  Another  Yale  student 
whose  name  is  remembered  was  Wesley  Mallery.  Mrs.  Grant  Leo¬ 
nard  did  not  remain  long  as  organist  and  was  succeeded  in  that 
position  by  Mrs.  Edna  Cogswell  Otis  who  became  the  new  organist 
and  choir  director. 

In  1929  a  four  page  leaflet  appeared  and  was  distributed  to  the 
members.  It  was  entitled  “First  Church  News"  and  contained  many 
items  of  interest  to  the  members,  bringing  them  up  to  date  as  to 
what  was  taking  place,  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  an  annual  report. 
It  told  of  the  activities  of  the  various  church  organizations  and  their 
plans  for  the  future.  Among  these  organizations  were  the  Mother’s 
Club,  The  Young  Couples  Club,  the  Eunoia  Club,  the  Junior  and 
Senior  Choirs,  the  Men’s  Assembly  and  the  Community  School  for 
Teacher  Training. 

In  June  1930  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  were  given  a  leave  of  absence 
of  nine  weeks  so  that  they  might  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Council  of  Congregational  Churches,  held  at  Bournemouth, 
England,  from  July  first  to  eighth.  They  were  among  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  American  delegates  to  that  session.  They  met  with 
other  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  During  a  part  of  July 
and  August  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  travelled  in  Europe,  visiting  several 
countries.  It  was  a  stimulating  interlude  after  seven  years  in  Fairfield. 

A  happy  occasion  in  the  life  of  the  church  was  the  fiftieth  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Livingston  G.  Smith  on  June 
7th,  1936.  For  many  years  Mr.  Smith  had  served  as  church  sexton, 
deacon  and  Sunday  School  treasurer.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Church 
Council  held  on  May  19th  it  was  suggested  that  a  purse  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  on  their  anniversary.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  consisting  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  Child,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Bullard,  Miss  Anne  O.  Morehouse, 
Mr.  W.  O.  Burr  and  Mr.  David  Davis. 

On  June  3rd,  1930  Mr.  Grant  suggested  to  the  Church  Council 
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that  certain  changes  might  be  desirable  to  make  the  work  of  the 
Council  more  effective.  The  number  of  members  might  be  reduced 
slightly,  with  members  representing  different  aspects  of  the  church 
program  and  with  several  elected  as  “members  at  large.”  A  decision 
on  this  matter  was  deferred  to  a  later  meeting. 

During  the  years  of  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate  the  Project  Plan  was 
in  operation  in  the  work  of  the  American  Board.  This  meant  that 
Congregational  Churches  in  this  country  could  have  direct  relation¬ 
ship  with  individual  missionaries  at  work  in  foreign  lands  and  thus 
help  with  their  financial  support.  In  accord  with  this  plan  the  First 
Church  took  a  special  interest  in  helping  the  American  Board 
Hospital  in  Fenchow,  China. 

In  1928  a  Religious  Canvass  was  conducted  in  Fairfield  by  two 
representatives  of  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society.  The  Ecclesiastical 
Society  made  a  contribution  toward  this  project.  This  canvass  was 
carried  out  in  cooperation  with  other  churches  in  the  area. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society’s  Committee  on  July  21st,  1933  it 
was  decided  that  the  church  record  book  covering  the  years  1694 
to  1806  should  be  deposited  with  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society 
for  safe  keeping.  In  doing  so  it  was  clearly  stated  that  the  record 
book  was  on  loan  and  that  students  of  the  history  of  the  church  or 
ol  the  town  ol  Fairfield  could  have  access  to  it  il  they  so  desired. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Grant  certain  important  changes  took 
place  in  the  life  of  the  community.  The  use  of  the  Old  Academy 
was  given  to  the  Historical  Society  and  the  Eunice  Dennis  Burr 
Chapter  of  the  D.A.R.  The  Building  Code  of  the  town  was  revised 
in  1927.  A  Fire  Commission  was  established  in  1928  for  the  better 
fire  protection  of  the  property  of  the  citizens. 

On  July  1 6th,  1929  the  town  accepted  the  gift  of  the  land  and 
building  owned  by  the  George  A.  Smith  Post  #74  of  the  American 
Lemon,  to  be  used  as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  died 
in  the  Great  War.  Miss  Jennings  gave  the  beach  adjoining  her 
property  to  the  town  for  the  use  of  Fairfield  citizens  and  since  that 
time  it  has  come  to  be  called  Jennings  Beach. 

During  Mr.  Grant’s  pastorate  there  were  numerous  events  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  the  membership.  For  example  there  was  the  special 
service  in  the  observance  of  “The  Connecticut  S  abbath”  on  October 
6th,  1935.  The  members  of  the  Greenfield  Hill  and  the  Southport 
churches  shared  in  this  service.  They  I  ol  lowed  the  pattern  ol  the 
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early  Colonial  services,  prevailing  in  the  17th  and  1 8th  centuries. 

Men  sat  on  the  right  with  women  on  the  left.  The  deacons  occu¬ 
pied  seats  facing  the  congregation  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  behind  the 
Communion  Table.  When  the  ministers  entered  the  pulpit  wearing 
their  Geneva  gowns  the  people  rose  as  a  mark  of  respect.  The  con¬ 
gregation  stood  for  prayer.  Metrical  versions  of  the  Psalms  were  used 
and  the  congregation  sat  for  the  singing. 

There  was  a  World  Friendship  Supper  in  the  Parish  House  on 
May  1 6th,  1935.  A  Japanese  supper  was  served  with  the  waitresses 
dressed  in  Japanese  costumes.  The  decorations  around  the  hall  were 
in  oriental  colors.  There  was  an  exhibit  of  Japanese  curios  and  hand 
work.  Following  the  supper  Miss  Eleanor  Wilson,  a  missionary  in 
Japan,  gave  an  illustrated  talk,  giving  as  her  theme,  “Fascinating 

J» 

apan. 

It  was  at  a  Sunday  morning  service  on  April  4th,  1937  that 
Mr.  Grant  submitted  his  resignation  as  the  minister  of  the  First 
Church.  He  read  a  letter  addressed  to  both  the  church  members 
and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  his  deci¬ 
sion.  Some  of  these  reasons  were  as  follows: 

“For  a  year  I  have  felt  that  I  must  fix  a  date  of  leaving.  The 
demands  of  this  church  as  you  know  are  exacting.  The  pastoral 
office  involves  much  beside  preaching  and  pastoral  care.  It  involves 
initiative,  constant  oversight  and  energetic  promotion  over  a  wide 
range  of  parish  organizations  and  activities  set  up  to  care  for  the 
spiritual,  educational,  social  and  recreational  needs  of  our  parish 
constituency.  One  may  he  as  devoted  to  the  work  of  preaching  and 
pastoral  care  as  ever.  At  the  same  time  one  must  admit  a  lack  of 
adequacy  to  continue  to  be  responsible  for  administering  the  complex 
program  of  the  church. 

“Moreover  this  church  is  face  to  face  with  one  of  the  great  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  its  history.  Beyond  the  families  on  our  present  roll  there 
is  a  large  and  promising  field  waiting  to  he  cultivated.  Assiduous 
parish  calling  is  required.  Better  methods  of  approach  can  doubtless 
be  devised. 

“A  new  captain  is  due  to  take  over  this  good  ship,  to  chart  its 
further  course,  to  set  its  sail  to  breezes  that  already  blow,  and  to 
make  for  such  destinations  as  that  new  captain  may  wisely  choose. 
My  legacy  to  him  is  a  group  of  workers  of  a  sort  to  inspire  his 
courage  and  refresh  his  heart. 
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"Next  October  I  shall  have  completed  forty-one  years  of  con¬ 
tinuous  service  in  the  ministry,  divided  among  three  parishes.  It 
was  a  pastor  who  said,  The  longer  I  live  the  clearer  it  is  to  me  that 
friendship  is  the  one  great  compensation  for  living.” 

Thus  was  brought  to  an  end  a  substantial  and  creative  pastorate 
of  approximately  fifteen  years,  in  which  pastor  and  people  worked 
closely  in  harmony.  It  was  the  plan  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  to  settle 
for  a  time  in  the  home  of  a  relative  in  Andover,  Mass.  Whether 
Mr.  Grant  would  later  accept  the  pastorate  of  a  smaller  church  was 
left  for  the  future  to  decide. 

As  it  turned  out  Mr.  Grant  did  not  complete  his  ministry  in 
Fairfield  until  May  1938.  He  had  carried  on  in  the  meantime  at 
the  request  of  the  church  membership.  Mr.  Grants  last  Sunday  in 
the  Fairfield  pulpit  was  on  May  20th. 

In  his  final  sermon  Mr.  Grant  likened  the  relationship  between 
church  and  minister  in  terms  of  a  marriage.  Fie  suggested  to  the 
church  members  that  they  must  not  expect  too  much  of  their  new 
minister,  Rev.  David  Phillips  Hatch.  They  must  not  expect  a  super¬ 
man.  The  most  they  can  hope  for  is  the  honest  effort  of  an  all  round 
man.  A  pastor  must  be  allowed  sufficient  time  for  his  family  life.  He 
must  also  have  time  for  the  religious  experiences  that  enrich  his  soul. 
Mr.  Grant  predicted  a  successful  pastorate  for  his  successor  which 
indeed  proved  to  be  the  case. 

A  farewell  reception  was  held  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  in  the 
Child  Memorial  Parish  House  on  May  19th,  1938,  sponsored  by 
the  Women’s  Guild.  More  than  three  hundred  people  were  present 
to  extend  their  affectionate  greetings  and  good  wishes.  At  that  time 
a  check  for  $4000  was  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  as  a  fare¬ 
well  gift.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Deacon  William  O.  Burr 
and  Mr.  Grant  responded  with  appropriate  words,  expressing  deep 
appreciation  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Grant  and  himself.  A  musical  pro¬ 
gram  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Edna  Cogswell  Otis,  the  church  organist, 
and  former  members  of  the  church  choir  rendered  several  selections. 
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Rev.  Frank  S.  Child 


Rev.  John  H.  Grant 


Rev.  David  1\  i  Iatoii 


Rev.  I  Ienry  F.  Roiunson 


Rev.  Wilhur  S.  Deming 
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Chapter  Nine 

THE  TERCENTENARY  CELEBRATION. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  in  the  history  of  Fairfield  and  the 
First  Church  was  the  Tercentenary  celebration.  Interested  persons 
in  the  church  and  community  began  making  plans  for  this  occasion 
several  years  before  it  was  due.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  various 
committee  meetings  beginning  in  1935.  That  was  only  natural  since 
1935  was  Tercentenary  Year  for  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Church  Council  on  June  1  ith,  1935  Mr.  Grant 
made  suggestions  about  possible  “signs”  in  preparation  for  the  Ter¬ 
centenary.  The  sign  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  church  might  well 
read:  “On  this  site  have  stood  six  churches  of  the  Prime  Ancient 
Society  of  Fairfield  in  the  three  centuries  since  1639.”  The  sign  to- 
be  placed  in  front  of  the  parsonage  might  read:  “Built  by  Roger 
Minot  Sherman  in  1816.  Bequeathed  to  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
Society  in  1849  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage.” 

Again  on  November  5th,  1935  Mr.  Grant  suggested  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  model  of  the  old  church,  saying  that  it  might  be  put 
on  display  for  people  to  see,  in  preparation  for  the  Tercentenary. 
This  suggestion  received  the  hearty  approval  of  the  Church  Council 
and  the  necessary  funds  were  voted  to  cover  the  cost. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  State  Tercentenary  celebration  in  1935 
stimulated  the  citizens  of  Fairfield  to  prepare  for  their  own  celebra¬ 
tion  four  years  later.  It  was  in  1935  that  Mrs.  Hugh  Auchincloss 
offered  the  town  thirty  thousand  dollars  toward  the  remodelling  and 
refurnishing  of  the  Town  Hall.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted 
by  the  town  authorities.  Also  in  1935  the  Ogden  Flouse  at  the 
entrance  to  Oaklawn  Cemetery  was  repaired  and  opened  to  visitors, 
along  with  the  Old  Academy. 

The  big  day  in  the  State  celebration  of  1935  came  on  September 
28th  when  there  was  a  parade,  starting  in  Southport  and  ending  at 
the  Town  Green.  Approximately  a  thousand  people  shared  a  barbe¬ 
cue  dinner,  followed  by  dancing  on  the  Green.  The  program  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  pageant  entitled,  “Uncoway,”  presented  by  three 
hundred  students  of  the  Roger  Ludlow  High  School. 

It  was  only  natural  that  the  Fairfield  Tercentenary  celebration 
of  1939  should  be  a  joint  enterprise  including  both  the  church 
members  and  the  community  at  large,  lor  this  purpose  a  Fairfield 
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Tercentenary  Committee  began  their  preparations  early  in  1938.  On 
behalf  of  the  church  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  make  pre¬ 
liminary  plans  for  the  Tercentenary  composed  of  the  following:  Miss 
Finette  Nichols,  Mrs.  Frank  Clarke  and  Mr.  Wesley  Sherwood.  This 
committee  recommended  that  there  be  a  Church  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Twelve  and  they  recommended  the  following  names:  Miss 
Annie  B.  Jennings,  Miss  Anne  O.  Morehouse,  David  W.  Price, 
Mrs.  Leroy  R.  Link,  Roger  P.  Welles,  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bullard, 
Mrs.  T.  Waldo  Grumman,  William  O.  Burr,  Mrs.  Katherine  M. 
Spaulding,  Mrs.  Edward  N.  Dewitt,  Mrs.  John  L.  Christie,  and 
Mr.  Frank  B.  Clarke.  This  committee  was  duly  appointed  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  January  1 8th,  1939. 

Miss  Annie  Jennings  did  not  live  to  take  her  full  share  in  the 
Tercentenary  program  as  she  passed  away  on  July  27th,  1939.  In 
1940  a  small  book  of  seventy-eight  pages  was  published  by  the  Town 
Tercentenary  Committee  as  a  memorial  to  Miss  Jennings.  It  bore 
the  title,  “Fairfield  Connecticut  Tercentenary  1639-1939*’’ 

Mr.  William  O.  Burr,  a  member  of  the  First  Church,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Tercentenary  Committee.  This 
Committee  was  sub-divided  into  a  number  of  smaller  committees 
which  dealt  with  such  matters  as  arts  and  crafts,  finance,  genealogy, 
history,  parade  and  pageant,  the  Pcquot  Monument  and  the  various 
religious  services.  The  program  of  the  Tercentenary  was  so  arranged 
as  to  portray  the  three  centuries  of  Fairfield’s  history.  In  every  sense 
it  was  a  celebration  for  the  entire  community  to  enjoy. 

In  the  final  week  of  March,  1939,  there  was  an  exhibit  of  early 
American  coins  sponsored  by  the  Fairfield  Flistorical  Society.  In  the 
month  of  April  there  was  an  exhibit  of  early  samplers. 

On  June  20th  a  Pageant  was  presented  at  the  Gould  Manor  Park. 
It  contained  ten  episodes  and  was  written  by  Flenry  Beale  Spelman. 
The  episodes  were  as  follows:  — 

Episode  1.  The  Pequot  War .  by  Pequot  School 

Episode  2.  A  Town  Meeting.  A  Witchcraft  Trial. 

by  Stratfield  School 

Episode  3.  The  Story  of  Nathan  Hale . by  Nathan  Flale  School 

Episode  4.  Washington’s  Visits  to  Fairfield.  ..by  Washington  School 

Episode  5.  General  and  Mrs.  Silliman .  by  Holland  Hill  School 

Episode  6.  Timothy  Dwight . .  by  Dwight  School 

Episode  7.  Roger  Sherman .  hy  Sherman  School 
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Episode  8.  Abraham  Lincoln . by  Lincoln  School 

Episode  9.  William  McKinley .  by  McKinley  School 

Episode  10.  World  War  Volunteer  Organization,  by  Grasmere  School 

An  Exhibit  of  Fans  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society 
during  August.  During  the  summer  months  there  was  an  Information 
Booth  set  up  in  front  of  the  Roger  Sherman  School  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  visitors  and  tourists.  There  was  also  an  Educational 
Exhibit  in  the  same  school  during  the  fall  months. 

There  was  an  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibit  held  in  the  Greenfield  Hill 
Grange  Hall  in  connection  with  the  annual  Grange  Fair.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  at  the  Historical  Society  Rooms  adjoining  the  Fairfield 
Library  there  was  an  exhibit  of  early  church  pewter  and  silver,  the 
articles  being  loaned  by  ten  churches  in  the  Fairfield  area.  Also  in 
September  there  was  an  exhibit  of  early  American  Books  and  Prints. 

The  final  week  of  September,  1939,  was  the  special  Tercentenary 
week,  with  various  events  planned  for  each  day.  It  began  with  a 
Union  Religious  Service  on  Sunday,  September  24th,  held  in  the 
Roger  Ludlow  High  School  Hall.  Those  taking  part  in  the  program 
included  Rev.  Joseph  Twichell,  Rev.  Melvin  Hatcher,  Rev.  Austin 
Maciejewski,  Rev.  George  Wilson,  Rev.  David  Hatch  and  Rev. 
William  Blake.  The  major  address  was  given  by  Rev.  John  Schroeder 

of  the  Yale  Divinity  School.  Flis  subject  was,  “Our  Religious  Liber- 

•  )) 
ties. 

There  were  open  houses  during  that  same  week  such  as  the  Gould 
Homestead  on  Tuesday,  the  Old  Academy  on  Thursday,  the  Flobart 
House  and  the  Sun  Tavern  on  Friday.  The  Dedication  of  the  Me¬ 
morial  Tablet  to  Roger  Ludlow  took  place  on  Thursday  at  the 
Ludlow  Home-lot.  Those  taking  part  in  the  dedication  included 
First  Selectman  John  Ferguson,  Mrs.  Edward  Wheeler,  and  two 
descendents  of  Roger  Ludlow  who  spoke  about  the  career  of  their 
ancestor. 

The  climax  of  the  week  came  on  Friday,  being  held  on  the  South 
Terrace  of  the  Fairfield  Town  Hall.  There  were  two  scenes  from 
the  Historical  Pageant.  There  were  two  addresses,  one  being  given 
by  Governor  Raymond  Baldwin  of  Connecticut  and  the  other  by 
President  Charles  Seymour  of  Yale  University.  Mr.  William  O.  Burr 
was  the  presiding  officer  on  this  happy  occasion.  A  Tercentenary 
Ode,  wirtten  by  Mrs.  Walter  Ilellman,  was  given  by  a  chorus  of 
fifty.  On  Saturday  the  Tercentenary  Parade  took  place.  Many  people 
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turned  out  to  honor  the  three  centuries  of  Fairfield  history,  the 
afternoon  ending  with  folk  dancing  on  the  Green. 

The  Tercentenary  Banquet  for  the  members  of  the  First  Church 
was  held  at  the  Child  Memorial  Parish  House  on  Saturday  evening, 
Sept.  30th.  At  the  close  of  the  dinner  the  new  minister,  Rev.  David 
Hatch,  gave  a  thumbnail  sketch  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  First 
Church  beginning  with  Rev.  John  Jones.  Each  clergyman  had  his 
own  peculiar  characteristics. 

Mr.  Hatch  then  asked  the  descendents  of  the  former  pastors  to 
rise  and  thirty  people  stood  up.  Present  at  the  banquet  was  Mrs. 
George  Borroughs,  widow  of  a  former  minister,  who  had  travelled 
from  Ohio  to  be  present  at  tire  celebration.  A  letter  of  greeting  was 
read  from  Rev.  John  Bushnell,  a  former  minister  of  the  church,  who 
was  not  able  to  be  present  in  person.  Three  children  of  Dr.  Child 
were  present  at  the  banquet. 

Mr.  Grant  spoke  briefly,  extending  his  congratulations  to  the 
church  members  and  describing  some  of  the  happy  experiences 
during  his  fifteen  years  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church.  The  six  church 
deacons  were  then  asked  to  rise  and  it  appeared  that  all  were  dressed 
in  costumes  depicting  the  various  historical  periods  of  the  past. 

This  was  followed  by  a  fashion  parade  around  the  dining  tables. 
There  were  Puritan  costumes,  Revolutionary  costumes,  Civil  War 
costumes,  and  the  costumes  of  the  Gay  Nineties.  Then  came  the 
greetings  brought  by  the  ministers  of  the  neighboring  churches,  seven 
of  the  churches  being  the  daughter  churches  of  the  First  Church. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  the  First  Selectman,  brought  greetings  from  the 
Town  of  Fairfield.  Rev.  James  F.  English,  state  superintendent, 
brought  greetings  from  the  other  Congregational  churches  of  the 
state.  The  evening  closed  with  appropriate  remarks  by  Mr.  Hatch 
in  which  he  paid  a  stirring  tribute  to  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings  whose 
untiring  interest  and  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  church  were  well 
known  to  all. 

It  was  fitting  that  the  church  Tercentenary  observance  should 
conclude  with  a  worship  service  on  Sunday  morning,  October  first, 
1939.  It  was  conducted  by  the  minister,  Rev.  David  Hatch,  assisted 
by  the  former  pastor,  Rev.  John  Grant.  The  title  of  the  sermon  was, 
“The  Measure  of  a  Great  Church.”  During  that  same  afternoon  the 
historic  Sherman  Parsonage  was  open  to  visitors. 
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Chapter  Ten 

THE  FIRST  DECADE  OF  MR.  HATCH. 

At  a  church  meeting  held  on  May  25,  1937,  the  following  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  choose  a  new  minister:  Miss  Annie  B. 
Jennings,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Clarke,  Mr.  Harold  A.  Swafficld,  Mr.  A.  M. 
McCullough,  Mrs.  Archie  McKie,  Mrs.  Allen  A.  Johnson,  Miss  Mabel 
Baron,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Deyo,  Mr.  Matthew  R.  Blish,  Mr.  L.  G.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Deyo  as  chairman.  The  committee  proceeded  to 
screen  the  various  candidates  and  their  choice  finally  fell  upon  Rev. 
David  Phillips  Hatch,  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Dover,  New  Hampshire. 

The  committees  choice  was  approved  at  special  meetings  of  the 
church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  held  on  February  23rd,  1938. 
A  call  was  sent  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flatch  and  the  church  received  an 
affirmative  reply.  Mr.  Hatch  notified  Arthur  W.  Deyo,  chairman  of 
the  pastoral  committee,  that  he  would  begin  his  pastoral  duties  in 
Fairfield  on  May  29th,  1938. 

The  Installation  Service  for  Mr.  Hatch  was  held  in  the  church 
sanctuary  on  January  4th,  1939.  In  the  afternoon  preceding  the 
installation  the  examination  took  place  at  which  time  Mr.  Hatch 
read  a  statement  of  his  Christian  convictions  and  experience. 

At  the  church  supper  preceding  the  installation  Miss  Annie  Jen¬ 
nings  paid  tribute  to  the  former  ministers  of  the  church.  She  herself 
was  a  descendent  of  the  first  two  pastors,  Rev.  John  Jones  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman.  Miss  Elizabeth  Child  spoke  about  her 
father’s  historical  writings  during  his  ministry  in  Fairfield.  Rev.  John 
Grant  briefly  reviewed  his  own  happy  experiences  while  pastor  of 
the  church. 

The  evening  service  began  with  the  invocation  by  Mr.  Grant. 
Used  for  the  first  time  was  the  new  pulpit  Bible  presented  to  the 
church  by  members  of  the  Glover  family.  Rev.  John  Deyo  offered 
prayer  and  Rev.  Joseph  Twichell  of  Southport  extended  a  welcome 
to  Mr.  Flatch  on  behalf  of  the  Fairfield  community.  Rev.  Daniel 
Bliss  of  Greenwich  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  Rev.  Fred 
Hoskins  gave  the  charge  to  the  church  and  Rev.  Robert  Armstrong 
gave  the  charge  to  the  new  pastor.  Rev.  James  F.  English,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  State  Conference,  preached  the  sermon.  The  prayer 
of  installation  was  given  by  Rev.  William  Horace  Day  and  Rev. 
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Kenneth  Beckwith  of  Beverley,  Mass.,  read  the  scripture  lesson. 

Aside  from  the  Tercentenary  celebration  in  the  fall  of  1939,  the 
most  exciting  event  at  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Hatch’s  ministry  was 
the  church  fire  which  did  great  damage  to  the  interior  of  the  church 
sanctuary,  the  damage  being  estimated  at  more  than  $20,000.  The 
fire  originated  in  the  basement  of  the  church  where  an  electric  motor 
for  the  organ  became  short-circuited.  The  blaze  was  discovered  at 
12:52  P.M.  on  October  28th,  1940.  The  fire  was  finally  put  out  by 
the  firemen  around  2  P.M.  The  minister  was  one  of  the  first  to 
reach  the  scene. 

Not  only  was  the  organ  ruined  but  the  three  Tiffany  jewelled 
glass  windows  behind  the  organ  were  greatly  damaged.  When  the 
fifty  volunteer  firemen  arrived  at  the  church  they  found  the  flames 
eating  at  the  altar  and  working  up  through  the  roof.  The  major  part 
of  the  damage  was  the  loss  of  the  organ,  the  three  stained  glass 
windows,  and  part  of  the  roof.  The  pulpit  Bible  was  saved.  The 
value  of  the  stained  glass  windows  was  appraised  at  $30,000. 

Following  the  fire  a  special  meeting  was  held  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  survey  the  damage  and  to  make  plans  for  the  necessary 
repairs  and  renovation.  Mr.  William  O.  Burr  was  chosen  chairman 
of  the  committee,  the  other  members  being  Mrs.  Allen  Johnson, 
George  Todd  and  Arthur  Deyo.  The  committee  arranged  for  a  per¬ 
sonal  survey  of  the  damage  by  Carl  Lamb,  New  York  architect.  The 
work  of  installing  a  new  organ  and  restoring  the  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  was  taken  in  hand  and  proceeded  rapidly.  The  cost  of  restoring 
the  sanctuary  came  to  around  $11,000,  exclusive  of  the  organ. 

On  April  27th,  1941  the  new  organ  was  dedicated  at  a  special 
musical  program  in  the  church  sanctuary  at  4:30  P.M.  Mrs.  Otis, 
organist  of  the  First  Church,  presided  at  the  organ  and  all  three  of 
the  church  choirs  took  part.  The  First  Church  Quartet  had  the 
following  members:  Mrs.  Jul  ia  Hanbrock,  soprano,  Mrs.  Lora  Brew¬ 
ster,  contralto,  Alfred  Berggren,  tenor  and  Ralph  Berggren,  bass. 
Fhe  guest  organist  for  the  occasion  was  Miss  Louise  Miller,  minister 
of  music  at  the  First  Church  in  Stratford. 

In  October  1941  a  brochure  was  published  entitled,  ‘Getting 
Acquainted  with  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational.”  It 
had  an  educational  purpose,  namely,  to  tell  the  church  members 
about  the  various  organizations  of  the  church  and  their  activities. 
For  the  women  there  was  the  Guild  and  the  Eunoia  Club.  There 
was  the  “Forty  and  Out  Club,”  for  young  couples.  There  was  the 
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Sunday  School  with  classes  for  all  ages  from  kindergarten  through 
High  School.  There  was  Troop  No.  82  for  the  Boy  Scouts  and  two 
troops  for  the  Girl  Scouts.  The  bowling  alleys  were  reserved  on 
Wednesday  evenings  for  the  church  members  and  their  friends.  On 
Sunday  evenings  there  was  the  Pilgrim  Fellowship  for  High  School 
students. 

A  rather  unusual  event  took  place  at  a  special  church  meeting 
on  December  17th,  1939  following  the  morning  service.  On  the 
recommendation  of  the  Church  Council  the  members  voted  to  adopt 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  F.  Hume  as  the  special  missionary  project  of 
the  church.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hume  were  members  of  the  American 
Marathi  Mission,  living  at  Wai,  India,  where  Dr.  Hume  was  on 
the  staff  of  the  Willis  F.  Pierce  Memorial  Hospital.  Through  this 
vote,  the  First  Church  accepted  the  responsibility  of  contributing 
a  portion  of  Dr.  Hume’s  salary  each  year.  It  was  Dr.  Hume’s  plan 
to  send  periodic  letters  to  the  church  telling  of  his  work  at  Wai  and 
thus  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  members  in  Christian  medical 
work  in  India. 

During  their  furlough  year  in  1947  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hume  visited 
the  First  Church  so  that  they  might  get  better  acquainted  with  the 
membership.  Dr.  Flume  was  invited  to  be  the  speaker  at  the  Rally 
Day  Supper  on  October  first.  Before  their  return  to  India  from 
their  furlough,  the  members  of  the  church  helped  to  raise  money 
for  a  new  combination  Chevrolet  Station  Wagon  and  Ambulance 
to  be  used  in  the  service  of  the  Wai  Hospital. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  the  Parish  House 
continued  to  be  in  great  demand  for  a  multitude  of  activities  and 
therefore  required  a  considerable  amount  of  upkeep  expense.  For 
example,  in  1939  the  auditorium  and  rooms  adjoining  it  were  re¬ 
decorated.  New  draperies  were  secured  for  the  large  windows  and 
a  new  oil  burner  was  installed. 

Organizations  like  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
were  allowed  to  make  use  of  the  Parish  House.  The  use  of  the 
Parish  House  by  the  church  members  tended  to  be  concentrated 
on  Wednesdays,  Fridays  and  Sundays.  The  bowling  alleys  were 
quite  popular  and  used  by  various  groups,  the  young  people  pre¬ 
ferring  to  use  them  on  Friday  and  Sunday  nights.  Youth  groups  in 
the  church  enjoyed  playing  basketball  on  the  upper  level,  the  room 
that  might  well  be  called  an  all-purpose  room  since  it  was  used  for 
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athletics,  plays,  Sunday  School  classes  and  a  dining  room. 

Of  course  it  was  necessary  to  have  rules  governing  the  use  of  the 
Parish  House  as  otherwise  a  good  deal  of  confusion  might  result  and 
there  could  be  injury  to  equipment  and  property.  For  example  in 
1945  the  following  rules  were  established,  governing  the  use  of  the 
gymnasium  on  the  upper  level: 

1.  All  young  people  except  the  basketball  squad  shall  leave  the 
Parish  House  by  5  P.M. 

2.  The  basketball  squad  will  leave  by  6  P.M. 

3.  There  will  be  a  committee  of  three  boys  to  assist  Mr.  Orton  in 
maintaining  proper  supervision  in  the  Parish  House. 

4.  The  Parish  House  is  to  be  closed  at  6  P.M. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  there  were  a  number 
of  changes  in  the  Personnel  staff.  In  September  1942,  Rev.  R.  Paul 
Freed  was  engaged  as  the  Director  of  Religious  Education  and  the 
Youth  Program  of  the  church. 

On  January  1 6th,  1938,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Jennings  resigned  as 
treasurer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  a  position  he  had  filled  for 
thirty-five  years.  All  through  that  time  he  had  distinguished  himself 
by  his  wise  and  prudent  handling  of  the  church  funds.  The  members 
of  the  Society  went  on  record  in  the  expression  of  their  gratitude 
and  high  appreciation  for  his  long  and  invaluable  service. 

In  June  1946,  Mrs.  Harold  C.  McKay  Jr.  became  the  pastor's 
secretary,  a  position  which  she  still  holds,  ably  presiding  over  the 
numerous  activities  centered  in  the  church  office  in  the  Parish  House. 

On  October  first,  1940,  John  A.  Forsythe  retired  after  fifteen  years 
of  service  as  the  janitor  of  the  Parish  House.  This  action  became 
necessary  because  of  an  accident  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties  that  made  it  difficult  for  him  to  continue  his  work. 

On  September  twenty-first,  1941,  Deacon  Livingston  G.  Smith 
retired  from  his  position  as  sexton  of  the  First  Church,  a  position 
he  had  held  over  a  period  of  forty-two  years.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Society  a  resolution  was  passed  expressing  deep  grati¬ 
tude  for  his  extraordinary,  faithful  and  loyal  services  over  that  long 
period  of  time. 

Following  the  resignation,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  after  Mr. 
Smith’s  death  in  1947,  in  his  will  was  a  gift  to  the  church  of  $700, 
the  income  of  which  was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and 
trimming  the  vines  covering  parts  of  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  church 
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edifice.  This  gift  was  rather  unique  in  the  sense  that  Mr.  Smith 
took  great  pride  in  the  careful  upkeep  of  the  church  buildings  and 
grounds.  Mr.  Smith  was  concerned  lest  the  ivy  cause  leaks  in  the 
roof  of  the  church.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  after  his  resigna¬ 
tion  from  the  position  of  life  deacon  for  physical  reasons,  Mr.  Smith 
was  the  first  member  of  the  church  to  be  given  the  position  of 
“deacon  emeritus.” 

In  September  1948,  Mr.  Glenn  Wishard  was  employed  as  the 
Director  of  Youth  activities  in  the  church,  working  in  close  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  minister.  Mr.  Wishard  was  a  former  Y.M.C.A.  Secre¬ 
tary  in  India  and  the  Far  East. 

After  the  death  of  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings  in  1939,  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  resolution  of  appreciation.  The 
following  resolution  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society  on  January  17,  1940: 

“A  dear  friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  loyal  daughter  of  this  church 
has  gone  from  us.  We  honor  the  memory  of  Miss  Annie  Burr 
Jennings  who  for  more  than  fifty  years  was  a  devoted  member  of 
this  church.  A  descendent  of  Rev.  John  Jones,  first  pastor  of  this 
Prime  Ancient  Society,  she  was  ever  true  to  the  high  ideals  upon 
which  this  church  was  founded  three  hundred  years  ago. 

“She  was  possessed  of  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  an  understanding 
heart.  Her  loving  charity,  her  spirit  of  simplicity  and  kindliness 
prompted  her  to  share  with  others  all  that  she  had.  She  was  truly 
thrice  blessed  for  she  gave  not  only  of  her  substance  but  of  herself. 
I  ler  place  among  us  cannot  be  filled  but  we  have  the  assurance 
that  every  noble  life  leaves  a  fibre  of  it  interwoven  forever  in  the 
work  of  the  world/  ” 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  have  a  suitable  bronze  tablet 
erected  in  the  church  in  memory  of  Miss  Jennings. 

On  October  6th,  1946,  Rev.  John  H.  Grant  passed  away,  on  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  ordination  to  the  Christian  ministry.  After 
his  resignation  as  minister  of  the  First  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant 
had  returned  to  Fairfield  to  take  charge  of  the  Goidd  Home  and  to 
be  among  their  many  friends  in  the  church  fellowship. 

It  was  only  natural  for  the  Second  World  War  to  have  a  tre¬ 
mendous  impact  upon  the  church  membership  and  on  the  Fairfield 
community  as  a  whole.  This  fact  was  amply  demonstrated  at  the 
Sunday  morning  service  on  February  21  si,  1943  when  a  service  llag 
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containing  eighty-five  stars  was  presented  and  dedicated.  Two  service 
men  participated  in  the  ceremony. 

The  flag  was  the  gift  of  the  Women’s  Guild  and  was  presented 
by  Mrs.  O.  Victor  Rodrigues,  President  of  the  Guild.  Mr.  William 
O.  Burr  accepted  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Deacons.  Rev. 
David  P.  Hatch  had  for  his  morning  sermon  topic,  “Victory  for 
Brotherhood.” 

During  the  war  years  many  parents  were  deeply  anxious  about 
the  safety  of  their  loved  ones.  It  was  fitting,  therefore,  to  keep  the 
church  unlocked  so  that  church  members  could  drop  in  for  a  few 
minutes  of  private  prayer.  Furthermore  the  pastor  and  deacons  made 
every  effort  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  church  members  in  the 
service,  located  in  many  different  parts  of  the  world.  Easter  cards 
were  sent  to  them  by  the  Hospitality  Committee.  When  requested, 
communion  sets  were  sent  to  men  in  the  service.  Also  packages 
containing  various  useful  articles  were  sent  to  members  of  the  parish 
who  were  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

Due  to  gasoline  rationing  the  Parish  House  Committee  decided 
to  do  as  much  of  their  business  as  possible  over  the  telephone  and 
thus  decrease  the  number  of  meetings.  The  shortage  of  fuel  oil 
compelled  the  closing  of  the  Parish  House  in  December  1942.  It  was 
not  reopened  officially  until  September  1943.  During  the  intervening 
months  all  church  activities  were  carried  on  in  the  church  building 
or  in  the  parsonage. 

When  a  new  minister  begins  his  pastorate  a  burst  of  new  energy 
is  usually  reflected  in  the  various  church  organizations.  This  was 
certainly  true  when  Mr.  Hatch  began  his  ministry  in  Fairfield.  He 
early  stressed  the  importance  of  the  periodic  meetings  of  the  Church 
Council  since  that  Committee  included  representatives  from  the 
different  church  organizations.  In  this  sense  it  had  a  unifying  in¬ 
fluence  in  drawing  up  church  programs. 

Mr.  Hatch  began  the  custom  of  mimeographing  the  annual  reports 
of  each  department  of  church  work  and  binding  them  into  a  booklet 
which  was  available  to  the  church  members  to  take  home  and  keep 
for  future  reference. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  discussion  began  as  to 
the  advisability  of  reorganizing  the  Women’s  Work  of  the  Church 
into  a  single,  inclusive  organization,  with  group  divisions  to  furnish 
types  of  activity  to  meet  the  interests  of  all  women  in  the  church, 
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and  to  sponsor  programs  that  would  deepen  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church  members.  We  find  such  a  recommendation  in  the  Pastors 
Report  for  the  year  1941. 

The  “Forty  and  Out  Club”  was  organized  in  1941  for  young 
couples  of  the  church  and  soon  became  a  lively  organization  which 
met  on  a  bi-monthly  basis  at  the  beginning.  Its  aim  was  set  forth  as 
the  enrichment  of  the  spiritual,  social  and  cultural  interests  of  the 
community.  It  succeeded  the  Couples  Club  organized  by  Mr.  Grant. 

In  1945  a  new  Men’s  Club  was  organized  in  response  to  a  need 
that  had  been  felt  by  some  of  the  men  in  the  church.  The  First 
meeting  was  held  in  May  of  that  year,  with  a  delicious  meal  served 
by  the  members  of  the  Eunoia  Club.  By-laws  were  drawn  up  and 
adopted  at  the  opening  meeting. 

In  1946  the  members  of  the  Eunoia  Club  celebrated  the  25th 
birthday  of  their  organization,  dating  back  to  the  first  year  in  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Silcox. 

In  the  early  years  of  his  pastorate  Mr.  Hatch  began  the  custom 
of  having  Joint  Meetings  of  both  the  First  Church  and  the  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  Society.  This  proved  to  be  an  effective  way  to  bridge  the  gap 
between  the  two  organizations  which  had  existed  side  by  side  for 
three  hundred  years.  Quite  a  few  were  members  of  both  organizations 
but  this  was  not  always  true. 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  First  Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society  on  November  13th,  1945  the  decision  was  made  to  appoint 
a  Planning  Committee  composed  of  five  members  to  bring  in  a 
written  report  at  a  future  meeting  and  stressing  the  following  points: 
A.  A  statement  of  purpose;  B.  An  analysis  of  the  present  church 
organizational  framework;  C.  A  forecast  of  possible  future  needs; 
D.  Recommendations  of  definite  steps  and  their  cost,  both  for  the 
present  time  and  for  future  years. 

The  Second  World  War  had  a  definite  impact  upon  the  finances 
of  many  churches  due  to  disturbed  conditions  and  many  uncertain¬ 
ties.  Certainly  they  were  a  cause  of  concern  to  many  members  of  the 
First  Church.  In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  First  Church  came 
through  the  war  years  in  good  shape  financially.  The  church  mem¬ 
bers  met  their  pledges  faithfully  in  spite  of  difficulties  or  distractions. 

Especially  in  the  years  following  the  Second  World  War  church 
finances  continued  on  a  rather  tight  basis.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Church  Council  on  September  9th,  1947  it  was  reported  that  the 
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church  funds  were  so  low  that  it  was  not  possible  to  pay  a  bill  of 
three  hundred  dollars.  It  was  suggested  that  there  might  have  to  be 
a  special  appeal  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  these  years  the  Bridgeport  City  Trust  Company  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  the  Financial  Agent  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  recom¬ 
mending  investments  and  re-investments  and  otherwise  managing 
the  investments  of  the  Society. 

Preceding  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Hatch  the  church  had  been  using 
the  double  envelope  system,  missionary  donations  being  given  in 
separate  envelopes.  In  1945  Mr.  Hatch  suggested  that  the  church 
adopt  the  single  budget  system,  making  the  benevolence  items  a 
regular  part  of  the  annual  church  budget.  This  suggestion  met  with 
general  approval  and  was  adopted. 

The  principal  funds  of  the  Society  at  that  time  included  the 
General  Fund,  Parish  House  Fund,  Sherman  Land  Fund,  Ella 
Sturges  Christmas  Fund,  Loretta  B.  Perry  Fund,  Sunday  School 
Fund,  Susan  Betts  Fund,  Elizabeth  A.  Lyon  Fund,  Burial  Plots 
Fund,  Contingency  Fund,  Sherman  Parsonage  Fund  and  the  Jane 
A.  Keppen  Fund. 

The  single  budget  system  was  supplemented  by  an  arrangement, 
namely,  of  having  unpledged  or  special  offerings  on  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  of  each  month,  given  for  specific  causes.  In  1945,  for  example, 
the  third  Sunday  offerings  went  to  the  following  causes:  Federal 
Council,  American  Missionary  Association,  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Deacons'  Fund,  Youth  Conference  Expenses,  World 
Foundation  for  Leprosy,  Connecticut  Council  of  Churches,  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society,  American  Board,  Council  for  Social  Action, 
Ministerial  Relief  and  the  American  Seaman’s  Friend  Society.  The 
First  Church  has  been  giving  to  the  Seaman's  Friend  Society  for  a 
great  many  years. 

It  was  on  January  4th,  1939  that  a  new  Pulpit  Bible  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  church  in  loving  memory  of  Helen  Wardwell 
Glover  by  her  children,  William,  Samuel,  Katherine  and  Deborah. 
A  resolution  of  appreciation  was  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  church  in  that  year. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  January 
2,0th,  1943,  the  bequest  from  the  Susan  Elizabeth  Betts  Estate  was 
announced.  It  was  given  in  memory  of  her  father,  Benjamin  W. 
Betts,  and  was  to  be  used  for  charitable  purposes  in  the  Town  of 
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Fairfield.  The  gift  was  gratefully  accepted  on  the  conditions  as 
presented. 

It  was  during  the  early  years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  that  the 
Merger  Movement  between  the  Congregational  Christian  Churches 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Evangelical  and  Reform  church  on  the 
other  hand,  first  came  to  the  attention  of  the  churches.  The  original 
suggestion  came  from  St.  Louis  where  the  clergymen  of  the  two 
denominations  found  that  they  had  a  lot  in  common. 

The  early  stages  of  the  Merger  issue  were  discussed  on  the  national 
level  by  the  National  Council  of  Congregational  Churches.  Later 
the  matter  was  passed  on  to  the  state  conferences  and  the  local 
associations.  It  was  finally  passed  down  to  the  individual  churches 
with  the  request  that  they  study  the  document,  "The  Basis  of  Union’' 
and  make  suggestions  as  to  its  merits  or  need  for  amendments. 

The  merger  issue  finally  reached  the  point  where  the  local 
churches  were  asked  to  express  their  approval  or  their  disapproval 
of  the  merger,  by  a  given  date.  At  the  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First 
Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  January  21st,  1948,  the 
matter  of  the  merger  was  brought  up  for  final  action. 

After  a  full  discussion  it  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Deacons  as 
to  the  best  method  of  registering  the  church  vote.  The  decision  was 
made  to  vote  on  the  issue  before  April  first,  1948. 

A  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  was 
held  on  March  21st,  1948  at  the  close  of  the  morning  service.  At  that 
time  the  members  voted  on  the  two  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved  that  the  First  Church  of  Christ  and  the  First  Eccle¬ 
siastical  Society  of  Fairfield  register  their  decision  upon  the  proposal 
to  unite  the  Evangelical  and  Reform  Church  and  the  Congregational 
Christian  Churches  into  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  in  accordance 
with  the  Basis  of  Union. 

2.  Resolved  that  in  the  event  of  the  consummation  of  the  union, 
the  First  Church  of  Christ  and  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Fair- 
field  hereby  undertake  to  continue  the  same  relations  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  that  they  now  hold  with  the  fellowship  of  the 
Congregational  Christian  churches. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  ballots  cast  and  the 
results  were  as  follows: 

Resolution  One.  Approval  116  Disapproval  57. 

Resolution  Two.  Approval  139.  Disapproval  25. 
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From  time  to  time  the  church  members  faced  special  emergencies 
such  as  the  hurricane  of  1938.  At  such  times  the  members  did  what 
they  could  to  meet  the  emergencies,  such  as  a  special  offering  for 
hurricane  relief. 

At  other  times  the  church  members  were  alerted  to  various  issues 
involving  Christian  social  action.  For  example  at  a  Church  Council 
Meeting  on  February  1  ith,  1947  the  Church  Council  went  on  record 
as  being  strongly  opposed  to  any  form  of  legalized  race  track  gam¬ 
bling  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  A  copy  of  the  resolution  was  sent 
to  the  state  senator  and  the  two  state  representatives  of  the  Fairfield 
area. 

The  early  years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  were  a  period  of  rapid 
growth  both  for  the  town  and  for  the  church.  At  the  Joint  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Church  and  the  Society  on  January  15th,  1947 
Mr.  Hatch  reported  that  five  hundred  and  forty-one  new  members 
had  united  with  the  church  during  his  eight  years  as  minister.  Such 
an  increase  involved  the  church  in  the  urgent  problem  of  assimi¬ 
lating  the  new  members  and  integrating  them  into  the  various  church 
activities.  This  problem,  however,  was  shared  by  numerous  other 
churches  in  southern  Connecticut,  situated  in  rapidly  growing 
communities. 
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Chapter  Eleven 
THE  PARSONAGE. 

There  is  little  in  the  church  records  to  indicate  that  there  was 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Sherman  Parsonage  by  the  various  ministers 
until  the  close  of  Dr.  Child’s  pastorate.  It  was  an  historic  building, 
situated  in  a  community  that  took  pride  in  its  past.  It  had  been 
deeded  to  the  Society  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pastors  of  the 
church.  The  gift  was  accepted  in  good  faith.  In  a  sense,  the  whole 
town  took  a  certain  pride  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage  as  one  of  the 
historic  landmarks  of  Fairfield. 

With  the  coming  of  Mr.  Silcox,  however,  the  parsonage,  with 
its  extensive  grounds,  assumed  another  aspect.  It  became  a  frequent 
burden  to  the  minister’s  family.  The  building  was  comparatively 
old  and  in  continual  need  of  repairs.  The  grounds  were  extensive 
and  needed  constant  care.  All  this  involved  expense  and  it  was 
embarrassing  for  the  successive  ministers  to  have  to  approach  the 
Society’s  Committee  too  frequently  for  financial  help  in  maintaining 
the  parsonage  property. 

It  is  true  that  as  long  as  she  lived  Miss  Annie  Jennings  had  a 
personal  interest  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage  and  was  a  great  help  in 
its  proper  maintenance.  But  there  is  little  doubt  that  Messers  Silcox, 
Grant  and  Hatch  all  experienced  the  pressure  of  the  problem  and 
it  was  a  considerable  expense  for  the  annual  church  budget.  There 
are  frequent  references  in  the  records  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
church  of  money  being  spent  on  the  Sherman  Parsonage. 

For  example  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
on  January  19th,  1938  it  was  decided  to  spend  $5000  on  the  parson¬ 
age,  including  a  new  heating  system,  painting  the  house  and  pro¬ 
viding  insulation.  The  high  cost  of  maintaining  the  parsonage 
occasionally  reached  the  pages  of  the  public  press.  Two  such  articles 
appeared  in  the  local  newspapers  in  1948  telling  about  the  house 
with  its  seventeen  rooms,  two  bath  rooms  and  two  large  halls.  In 
his  book  about  the  parsonage  Dr.  Child  had  called  it  “the  house 
with  sixty  closets.” 

As  has  been  mentioned,  during  her  life  time  Miss  Annie  Jennings 
usually  responded  generously  when  work  was  needed  to  be  done  on 
the  parsonage.  She  did  it  in  1923  when  the  Grant  family  arrived 
and  again  in  1939  when  the  I  latch  family  came  to  occupy  the 
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parsonage.  But  after  her  death  the  entire  expense  of  maintenance 
became  a  joint  problem  for  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  and  the  pastor. 

So  the  question  of  what  to  do  became  an  issue  for  the  Society  and 
the  church  members.  What  was  the  best  step  to  take?  The  question 
was  frequently  discussed  at  various  committee  meetings.  It  might 
be  said  that  the  problem  ^rose  at  an  early  date  in  connection  with 
plans  for  a  parish  house.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society  held  on  May  15th,  1924,  Mr.  Charles  Jennings  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  S.  C.  Morehouse  containing  the  following  comments: 

“The  question  whether  the  Society  could  rent  the  parsonage  and 
give  the  money  to  the  minister  who  would  live  elsewhere  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  Could  the  Society  remodel  the  parsonage 
and  make  additions,  changing  it  into  a  parish  house?  This  question 
must  also  be  ansewered  in  the  negative. 

The  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  took  this  property  in  trust  under 
the  will  of  Mrs.  Sherman.  Any  use  of  the  parsonage  by  others  than 
the  minister  is  clearly  forbidden.  Conditions  have  changed  since 
Judge  Sherman’s  day.  A  court  may,  upon  application  and  notice  to 
all  in  interest,  order  the  property  in  trust  to  be  applied  to  other 
uses  as  near  as  possible  to  carry  out  the  interest  of  the  testator. 
When  these  wills  were  made  the  Judge  Sherman  house  was  said  to 
he  the  finest  in  Western  Connecticut. 

1  would  suggest  the  following-  ascertain  the  names  and  addresses 
of  all  persons  who  were  heirs  at  law  of  Mrs.  Sherman.  See  if  they 
will  not  sign  a  proper  paper,  authorizing  the  Society  to  do  what  it 
pleases  in  regard  to  the  parsonage.  If  they  will  not  do  this,  the 
Society  can  bring  an  application  to  the  Superior  Court  stating  that 
the  house  is  large  and  not  suited  as  a  residence  for  a  minister  with 
a  moderate  income.” 

Thus  the  “Sherman  Will”  was  inevitably  brought  into  the  general 
discussion  and  the  problem  of  what  should  be  done.  The  several 
questions  of  the  parsonage  use,  the  legal  possibility  of  selling  it, 
and  the  necessity  of  building  a  new  parish  house  in  the  near 
future  were  all  tied  together.  It  was  the  decision  of  the  church  and 
the  Society  at  that  time  not  to  attempt  to  transform  the  parsonage 
into  a  parish  house.  This  cleared  the  way  for  the  building  of  a  new 
parish  house  close  to  the  church  which  was  successfully  achieved. 

But  maintaining  the  Sherman  Parsonage  continued  to  he  a 
financial  burden  to  both  the  minister’s  family  and  to  the  church 
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budget.  For  example,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  January,  1948  the 
committee  reported  that  the  parsonage  was  a  serious  problem  for 
the  ministers  family  in  keeping  up  so  large  a  house.  They  suggested 
the  possibility  of  selling  it  and  locating  the  minister’s  family  else¬ 
where. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  August  7th,  1947, 
Fred  C.  Anderson  had  presented  plans  for  rebuilding  the  Sherman 
Parsonage.  It  was  a  rather  drastic  proposal  and  a  rough  estimate  of 
the  cost  was  between  $25,000  and  $30,000.  An  optional  plan  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Anderson  for  building  a  new  parsonage  of  a 
southern  Colonial  type,  made  of  brick  and  shingled  with  slate.  The 
cost  of  building  was  estimated  to  be  about  $40,000.  No  definite 
decisions  were  taken  at  that  meeting. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  on  May  27th,  1948  the  issue  was  brought 
up  for  a  final  decision.  Four  possible  plans  were  discussed: 

1.  To  sell  the  parsonage  and  build  or  buy  a  more  suitable  one. 

2.  To  remodel  the  present  parsonage. 

3.  To  repair  the  present  parsonage. 

4.  To  sell  the  parsonage  and  temporarily  rent  another  parsonage 
for  the  minister. 

During  the  discussion  it  was  brought  out  that  the  Society  must 
secure  the  permission  of  the  Superior  Court  to  discover  whether  the 
property  could  be  sold.  Hence  the  decision  was  made  to  request  the 
Superior  Court  lor  permission  to  sell  the  Sherman  Parsonage.  The 
Soeiety  desired  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  Sherman  Parsonage  so  as  to 
make  it  possible  to  buy  or  build  another  parsonage  elsewhere. 

The  church  was  successful  in  its  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court. 
Permission  was  granted  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  to  sell  the 
Sherman  Parsonage.  Thereupon  the  Society’s  Committee  was  in¬ 
structed  to  set  a  minimum  price  of  $25,000  for  the  parsonage 
property. 

The  property  was  finally  sold  in  1952  for  $21,000,  with  a  down 
payment  of  $9,000,  the  balance  to  be  paid  over  a  ten  year  period. 
It  was  purchased  by  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Albin  Noyes  Doe  of  Bridgeport. 
Professor  Doe  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  University  of 
Bridgeport.  When  buying  the  property  they  made  the  comment 
that  they  looked  forward  to  living  in  a  Colonial  mansion,  built  in 
1 816,  which  had  had  such  an  interesting  history. 


93 


..  ,  t\  .;jj  -'ii  4  ::  A  n.  1  >  iO^  .1c-  1 

l:  fc,Joi  i  t  ,V  f'i  it'  fit  bv  w  it  ■•>: 

,:>v>hw 

tnV'  b  £.t  !  *•  *»  T'»i  cfi.  i »4  cjnvjKj  '  -d  n.  -it  buA  .3  Jy»rt 

Jo  ?tcmh  >  dguv/;  Lnc;  ’  r  >  j  oh.  b  t.  i  i  a»w  ll  ,9pr»notifc4 
?f.v/  it  [  ft oiko  r  •'  .oc^oj^f  !  .i  ,,>c<r:  norm  id  8?v/  l*oo  >ril 
/  1  jgi  f;<j  v/‘j  ii  v:  iH>nu<]  10*1  f  Hit)  if  A./  ;  f  LilrtiZ  W] 

sii'J  .*j  i  >  fl  iw  'y  1  '  •»  "Mid  •♦o  if,  j  rJ  (  ino  a.r'Ju- 

•dir  tok  .oc >',c:  iu  'l  od  oj  'ottaiM  j  *evr  gai  blind  to  1*0 

.'{rt’I'om  tr.di  ir>  rrsdet  or  v  ^no'  b  b 

.wit  t  .  j  r  >  .  yL  v >  f  .t  L  fjf  !•*  6q  o  lib?  o*1 

f|OC7l  j  JfI92*>Tg  Oflj  1I-  (|  >i  ol  .£ 

3 (it  ndtodv'  lovoxib  oj  nuoL>  iohoqu£  odl  to  noi^imr.v  sdl  oiIjtsj 

upt>!  o'  yf>j.7i  t cv/  tr;i  toal>  jh  (  .h!oe  id  bluoo  yinroiq 

.oiodwo,  i  o ;  cno  ifi<  ioHkmib  .Viud  w  /ud  ol  olh'soq  li  ojiun 
•flirt  J  <*  /ivi  -iii  ,»ioiii:  1  i\i  -o.'I  f.unp  i/13 

nwol)  k  iftiw  000,1^?,  to!  sit  j  '  .  nr!  *e nr  Yfjoqoiq  idf 

a  i 

n  tlii  ,fK.^n«n  * ■  .if  o  )  i;  «  gw  l  t  I  but/nol  bulool  vodi  ludl 


In  the  meantime  a  joint  meeting  of  the  church  and  the  Society 
was  held  on  April  1 8th,-  1950  to  reach  final  conclusions  about  a  new 
parsonage.  The  decision  was  made  at  that  time  to  borrow  a  sum,  not 
to  exceed  $35,000,  for  the  purpose  of  financing  the  purchase  of  land 
and  the  construction  of  a  new  parsonage.  In  that  year  a  special 
Parsonage  Committee  was  appointed  composed  of  Harold  A.  Swaf- 
field  as  chairman,  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bullard,  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Burr, 
Robert  Draper,  Nelsen  Hauge,  Roger  P.  Welles  and  Maurice  B. 

A  Building  Committee  was  appointed  with  Neil  J.  Curies  as 
chairman,  Richard  A.  Brown,  Mrs.  Daniel  B.  Hardenburgh,  Charles 
R.  Pritchard,  George  L.  Todd  and  David  W.  Price  as  legal  Counsel. 
A  lot  was  purchased  on  Sunnieholme  Drive  and  the  work  of  con¬ 
struction  was  started. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society’s  Committee  on  October  17th,  1950 
a  policy  was  set  for  the  new  parsonage,  as  follows: 

1.  It  shall  be  the  home  of  the  minister  of  the  First  Church.  It 
shall  be  for  the  use  only  of  the  minister  and  his  family. 

2.  Any  alteration  to  the  parsonage  shall  be  with  the  consent  of  the 
Parsonage  Committee  and  the  Society’s  Committee. 

3.  The  Society  shall  maintain  suitable  floor  coverings  for  rooms 
on  the  first  floor,  together  with  suitable  shades,  curtains  and 
drapes  for  the  windows. 

4.  The  minister  shall  be  expected  to  provide  his  own  furniture. 

5.  The  Society  shall  provide  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
building  and  property. 

6.  The  Society  shall  assume  the  cost  of  heating  oil,  electricity  for 
lights  and  appliances,  fixed  rental  and  business  phone  calls, 
water,  and  insurance  for  the  parsonage  property. 

The  new  parsonage  was  completed  in  1951  and  the  Hatch  family 
went  there  to  live.  The  pastor  called  it  “the  year  of  transition.”  A 
service  of  dedication  was  held  on  September  23rd,  conducted  by 
Rev.  Leon  A.  Dean  of  Greenfield  Hill  and  Rev.  Galen  E.  Russell  of 
Southport,  with  the  Chorus  Choir  of  the  First  Church  participating 
in  the  service.  There  was  “Open  House”  that  afternoon  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  The  arrangements  were  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Hospitality  Committee  of  the  church  of  which  Mrs.  Matthew 
R.  Blish  was  chairman. 
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The  portraits  of  Judge  Sherman  and  Mrs.  Sherman  which  had 
hung  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage  were  loaned  to  the  Fairfield  His¬ 
torical  Society  and  now  hang  in  the  new  building  of  the  Society. 
Also  loaned  to  the  Historical  Society  were  some  books  and  old  papers 
of  historical  value  and  the  grandfather's  clock,  all  of  which  had  been 
kept  in  the  Sherman  Parsonage. 
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Chapter  Twelve 

THE  LATER  YEARS  OF  THE  HATCH  PASTORATE. 

A  rapidly  growing  church  creates  various  problems  for  its  com¬ 
mittees  and  the  congregation  as  a  whole.  In  the  first  place  there  is 
the  need  of  securing  pastoral  assistance  for  the  minister.  When  the 
church  membership  roll  exceeds  five  or  six  hundred  then  the  need 
for  an  additional  clergyman  on  the  staff  becomes  a  pressing  issue  if 
the  church  program  is  to  be  successfully  carried  on. 

Furthermore  a  growing  church  usually  implies  a  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing  Sunday  School.  This  may  eventually  necessitate  double  ses- 
ions  both  for  the  church  services  and  for  the  church  school.  And 
of  course  a  rapidly  growing  church  membership  puts  upon  the  church 
the  responsibility  of  making  special  efforts  to  assimilate  the  new 
members  and  integrate  them  into  the  church  program.  All  of  these 
developments  took  place  in  the  First  church  during  the  Hatch 
pastorate. 

In  submitting  his  report  to  the  church  for  the  year  1952,  Mr. 
Hatch  made  the  following  observations:  “As  our  Parish  expands  there 
seem  never  to  be  enough  hours  for  the  tasks  which  should  be  under¬ 
taken.  With  one  hundred  and  one  new  members  admitted  to  the 
church  in  1952,  it  must  be  obvious  that  time  has  been  expended  in 
acquainting  newcomers  with  our  church  traditions  and  encouraging 
them  to  believe  that  they  will  find  ours  to  be  a  true  church  family. 
Judging  from  the  loyalty  and  support  that  are  evident  we  shall  have 
sufficient  financial  resources  to  insure  the  calling  of  an  associate 
pastor  whose  work  could  begin  in  the  fall  of  1953.” 

The  minister's  anticipation  received  confirmation  in  the  calling 
of  Rev.  Rodney  G.  Snedeker  to  be  the  Associate  Minister  of  the  First 
Church,  beginning  his  work  on  July  15th,  1954.  His  responsibilities 
included  the  supervision  of  the  Junior  High  Fellowship,  teaching  the 
Adult  Bible  Class,  working  with  students,  doing  some  calling,  and 
assisting  in  the  Sunday  morning  services. 

At  the  Joint  Annual  Meeting  on  January  1 8th,  1950  it  was  moved 
to  amend  the  By-Laws  in  the  following  manner:  “There  shall  be  a 
committee  on  Missions  and  Social  Action  of  nine  members  to  be 
elected  according  to  the  rotary  system.  Three  members  are  to  be  elected 
at  each  annual  meeting.  The  duties  shall  be  to  keep  the  church  in¬ 
formed  of  missionary  work  as  related  to  our  denomination  and  make 
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recommendations  to  the  Church  Council.  It  shall  also  keep  the  church 
informed  about  the  concerns  of  the  Council  for  Social  Action.” 


The  First  Annual  Spring  Festival  took  place  on  May  20-21,  1949. 
It  was  called  “Operation  May  time,”  and  was  sponsored  by  the  various 
church  organizations  such  as  the  Women’s  Guild,  Eunoia  Club, 
Mother’s  Club,  Couples  Club,  Men’s  Club,  the  Pilgrim  Fellowship, 
the  Boy  Scouts  and  the  Girl  Scouts.  There  was  a  sale  on  Friday 
followed  by  a  church  supper,  ending  with  a  Fashion  Parade  and 
Card  Party.  On  Saturday  there  was  a  sale,  children’s  activities  and 
auction,  with  a  dance  in  the  evening.  The  net  income  from  this 
joint  enterprise  was  around  a  thousand  dollars. 

In  1950  a  Weekday  Church  School  Program  was  started  in  the 
Parish  Flouse,  with  the  teachers  supplied  by  the  First  Church. 
Classes  were  held  on  two  days  a  week.  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
Council  for  Inter-Church  Cooperation. 

The  year  1951  was  a  creative  year  in  a  number  of  ways.  There 
was  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Day  Service  in  which  the  Fairfield 
First  Church  united  with  the  Southport  Church  and  The  Green¬ 
field  I  Till  Church,  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  before  Thanks- 
giving. 

The  Church  Family  Sunday  began  in  1951,  as  many  church  mem¬ 
bers  felt  the  need  of  it.  The  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month  was  Church 
Family  Day  when  the  children  sat  with  their  parents  during  the 
first  part  of  the  church  service. 

On  November  7th,  1951,  there  was  a  Father  and  Son  Banquet  and 
this  started  a  precedent  that  has  been  followed  in  succeeding  years. 
In  that  same  year  the  Women’s  Guild  held  a  “Pre-Christmas  Bazar” 
in  which  various  articles  were  sold  such  as  aprons,  handkerchiefs 
and  dolls. 


The  expanding  enrollment  of  the  Church  School  necessitated  a 
good  deal  of  effort  to  secure  more  teachers  and  to  organize  the  work 
more  effectively.  On  September  first,  1952  Mrs.  Truman  N.  Chase 
became  the  Church  School  Director.  She  took  over  some  of  the 
activities  that  had  been  under  the  supervision  of  Glenn  Wishard. 
It  finally  became  necessary  in  the  fall  of  1955  for  the  church  school  to 
operate  on  a  double  session  program,  the  sessions  being  held  at 
9:30  and  11  A.M.,  with  a  staff  numbering  sixty  teachers  in  all. 

In  a  similar  manner  a  single  Sunday  morning  church  service 
proved  to  be  inadequate  for  the  increasing  membership.  There  was  not 
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enough  room  to  accommodate  those  who  desired  to  attend  the  church 
service.  They  had  already  installed  amplifying  equipment  in  the 
sanctuary.  The  first  reference  to  the  need  for  a  double  service  was 
made  at  a  Deacons  Meeting  on  May  14th,  1950.  The  next  recom¬ 
mendation  was  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Church  Council  on 
February  12th,  1952.  There  was  a  nursery  hour  during  the  church 
service  sponsored  by  the  Couples’  Club  to  enable  parents  to  attend 
church. 

The  issue  was  finally  brought  to  a  decision  at  a  Deacons’  Meeting 
on  May  12th,  1955.  It  was  decided  to  begin  the  double  services  in 
September.  For  that  purpose  certain  business  arrangements  had  to 
be  made  with  the  organist  and  the  paid  quartette.  The  double  sessions 
were  to  be  held  at  9:30  and  n  A.M.,  the  same  hours  that  the 
Sunday  School  sessions  were  held. 

The  decision  was  made  in  1954  to  establish  the  plan  known  as 
"Colony  Groups”  in  the  First  Church.  This  system  had  been  tried  in 
other  churches  and  had  been  successful  in  the  assimilation  of  new 
members.  It  meant  dividing  the  parish  into  a  number  of  geographical 
areas.  The  hope  was  that  periodic  neighborhood  meetings  might  be 
held  in  each  of  the  colonies.  Mr.  Flatch  called  it  "A  break-down  of 
the  Parish  into  ten  colonies.’” 

It  must  be  admitted  that  all  of  the  colonies  did  not  respond  fully 
to  their  opportunities  for  holding  periodic  meetings.  But  Colony 
Nine  did  take  hold  of  the  new  plan  with  genuine  enthusiasm.  They 
not  only  held  monthly  meetings  in  the  evening  but  organized  a 
Tuesday  morning  Bible  Study  Group.  They  also  developed  a  plan 
for  organized  parish  calling. 

The  year  1954  saw  the  appointment  of  a  Church  Survey  Com¬ 
mittee  to  make  a  study  of  church  needs  such  as  increased  facilities, 
personnel  structure,  future  building  program,  financial  status  and  long¬ 
term  objectives.  The  idea  was  for  the  committee  to  make  such  a 
study  and  bring  recommendations  before  a  future  joint  meeting  of 
church  and  Society.  This  issue  will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  in  a  sep¬ 
arate  chapter. 

It  was  in  that  same  year  that  another  joint  committee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  incorporating  the  church 
and  the  Society  into  one  organization.  The  first  suggestion  along 
this  line  had  been  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
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in  1951.  The  plan  was  for  this  joint  committee  to  report  back  to  each 
group  after  making  the  study. 

If  the  committee  report  was  accepted  at  a  future  joint  meeting  of 
church  and  Society  the  plan  was  to  have  a  new  committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Deacons.  The  duties  of  this  committee  would  be 
to  draft  a  new  constitution  together  with  By-Laws. 

These  plans  found  fulfillment  on  June  30th,  1955  when  the  First 
Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  met  jointly  and  voted  to  merge 
into  one  legally  constituted  church  body.  In  due  course  this  action 
was  successfully  consummated  and  a  new  constitution  was  adopted. 
This  issue  also  will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  in  a  separate  chapter. 

At  a  joint  meeting  on  March  25th,  1953  a  new  method  of  electing 
deacons  was  approved.  There  was  to  be  a  Board  of  nine  deacons, 
three  to  be  elected  biennially,  in  the  odd  numbered  years.  Nomina¬ 
tions  were  to  be  made  by  written  ballot,  following  a  church  service. 

At  a  joint  meeting  on  January  8th,  1957  the  decision  was  made  to 
establish  a  Board  of  Six  Deaconesses,  to  be  elected  in  a  similar 
manner  as  the  deacons.  After  the  establishment  of  the  Board,  two  were 
to  be  elected  biennially  for  terms  of  six  years  and  would  not  be 
eligible  to  succeed  themselves.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  deacons 
and  deaconesses  were  to  be  held  jointly. 

Property  matters  are  a  continuing  problem  in  the  life  and  work 
of  a  church.  This  has  certainly  been  true  for  the  First  Church  of 
Fairfield.  At  the  annual  meeting  on  January  17th,  1951  it  was  voted 
to  ask  the  Fairfield  Cemetery  Association  to  act  as  the  church  agent 
in  handling  the  Roger  M.  Sherman  Burial  Plot  Fund. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  January  21st,  1953  it  was  explained  that 
for  a  church  member  to  have  the  use  of  the  free  bed  at  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital,  given  by  Miss  Annie  Jennings,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
patient  to  enter  the  hospital  under  general  service  and  the  hospital 
staff  were  to  be  used  rather  than  a  personal  physician. 

In  February,  1950  an  inventory  was  taken  of  the  old  communion 
cups  and  tankards  kept  at  the  Southport  Savings  Bank.  The  list  was 
as  follows:  1.  Cup,  gift  of  Samuel  Wakeman,  1692.  2.  Cup, 

gift  of  Jonathan  Sturges,  1722.  3.  Tankard,  gift  of  Thomas  Hill, 

1757.  4.  Cup,  gift  of  Captain  John  Silliman,  1752.  5.  Tankard, 

gift  of  Lewis  Sturges,  1753.  6.  Cup,  gift  of  Mrs.  E.  Wyncoop, 

1777.  7.  Cup  with  handle,  gilt  of  Joseph  Wakeman,  1726. 
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8.  Baptism  bowl,  presented  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Lathrop,  1780. 

It  was  in  the  year  1955  that  the  Church  Property  Committee  could 
report  partial  success  in  the  elimination  of  the  pigeon  nuisance 
although  it  was  recognized  that  this  would  inevitably  be  a  con¬ 
tinuing  struggle  from  year  to  year. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  January  17th,  1951  it  was  voted  to 
spend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5000  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Center 
Street,  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Parish  House  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  parking  lot.  It  would  have  a  frontage  of  approximately 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet. 

In  1952  the  Capital  Improvement  Fund  Committee  was  set  up 
after  a  special  study  of  church  school  needs  had  been  made  by  the 
Religious  Education  Committee.  The  thought  was  that  the  time 
had  come  to  liquidate  the  present  indebtedness  and  also  to  carry  out 
some  rather  extensive  improvements  in  the  Parish  House. 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Donald  G.  Robbins  Jr.  the  committee 
succeeded  in  raising  $24,620  in  pledges.  This  enabled  the  church  and 
Society  to  pay  the  balance  on  the  hank  notes,  surface  the  parking 
lot,  remodel  the  Assembly  Hall  and  modernize  the  kitchen  in  the 
Parish  House. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1954  Warren  Hall,  Chairman  of  the 
Church  Property  Committee,  was  able  to  report  the  completion  of  a 
two  year  plan  to  redecorate  the  entire  church,  including  the  Eunoia 
Room,  Choir  Room  and  Kitchen. 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  church  treasurer  to  make  a  report  at 
the  annual  meeting  concerning  the  principal  funds  of  the  Society, 
on  behalf  of  the  Investment  Committee.  In  1950  considerable  research 
was  done  in  connection  with  several  accumulated  “Trust  Funds"  which 
had  been  left  to  the  church,  especially  those  dealing  with  the  care 
of  graves  in  the  East  Cemetery.  This  study  made  it  possible  for  the 
Board  of  Deacons  to  make  definite  disposition  of  the  funds  in  accord 
with  the  purposes  of  the  donors. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  January  1953,  Roger  P.  Welles,  the 
treasurer,  gave  a  detailed  report  regarding  each  of  the  principal 
funds  of  the  Society,  describing  the  date  of  the  gift,  its  approximate 
amount,  and  the  conditions  surrounding  the  gift.  The  total  market 
value  of  the  church  funds  at  that  time  was  approximately  $230,000. 

It  was  customary  to  take  the  unpledged  offerings  of  the  six 
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Communion  Sundays  each  year  and  put  them  aside  for  the  use  of 
the  Deacons’  Fund.  This  fund  was  under  the  joint  supervision  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Deacons’  Board,  together  with  the  minister.  As 
expressed  in  a  resolution  passed  at  a  Deacons’  Meeting  on  January 
4th,  1955,  “The  Deacons’  Fund  shall  be  used  to  alleviate  cases  of 
mental  and  physical  distress  and  for  any  other  purposes  that  the  Board 
of  Deacons  may  determine.” 

In  February  1956  a  Weekday  Nursery  School  was  started  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Sophie  Gross,  with  Mrs.  Kenneth  Klinedinst 
as  her  assistant  in  September.  There  were  approximately  fifty  children 
enrolled  in  the  school;  half  of  whom  attended  three  days  a  week, 
while  the  rest  attended  the  other  two  days.  First  preference  was 
given  to  the  children  of  First  Church  members.  The  school  was  not 
conducted  as  a  profit-making  operation.  Any  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  school  year  was  to  be  turned  over  to  the  church  treasury. 

The  Parish  Flouse  was  in  continuous  use  by  both  church  members 
and  outside  organizations  during  these  years.  This  meant  substantial 
“wear  and  tear”  for  the  equipment.  The  records  tell  about  repairs 
being  undertaken  in  different  parts  of  the  Parish  Flouse  from  time 
to  time.  One  reason  for  renting  the  Parish  I  louse  to  outside  groups 
was  that  it  offered  financial  help  in  maintaining  the  property. 
Several  non-profit  organizations  are  permitted  to  use  the  Parish 
House  without  cost. 

After  a  year  of  study,  in  1955,  it  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
Survey  Committee  that  the  time  might  be  appropriate  for  a  substantial 
advance  in  making  structural  changes  in  both  church  and  Parish 
House.  It  was  suggested  that  a  Long-Range  Planning  Committee 
should  be  appointed. 

As  a  temporary  measure,  it  was  voted  at  a  meeting  on  April  9th, 
1956,  to  authorize  the  treasurer  to  borrow  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
$17,500,  for  the  purpose  of  financing  certain  changes  and  renovations 
in  the  Parish  House. 

Some  of  the  changes  were  to  be  made  in  the  basement,  such  as 
completing  two  more  class  rooms,  and  extending  the  walls  of  the 
nursery  rooms,  with  folding  doors  that  could  be  opened  up  for  the 
use  of  the  bowling  alleys.  After  receiving  the  approval  of  the  church 
members,  the  needed  changes  were  taken  in  hand  and  duly  com- 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  January  9th,  1952  Roger  Welles 
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relinquished  his  position  as  treasurer  of  the  Society  and  the  church. 
In  view  of  his  faithful  services  for  fourteen  years,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed:  ‘‘Deacon  Roger  P.  Welles,  having  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  First  Society  since  1938  and  of  the  combined  church 
and  Society  funds  since  1942,  when  the  single  budget  system  was 
initiated,  is  relinquishing  his  duties  as  of  January  1 6th,  1952. 

We  cannot  allow  this  annual  meeting  to  pass  without  recording 
our  grateful  appreciation  for  his  services  during  this  considerable 
period  of  time.  Our  church  membership  roll  having  doubled  since 
Mr.  Welles  was  first  elected  to  office,  it  is  plain  that  his  work  on 
behalf  of  our  Fellowship  has  increased  proportionately.  Yet  his  ready 
and  cheerful  acceptance  of  added  responsibilities  is  typical  of  the 
spirit  he  has  so  consistently  displayed. 

Beyond  the  routine  attention  he  has  given  to  his  office,  his  concern 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  our  church  has  been  consistently  manifest. 
His  excellent  judgement,  prudent  counsel  and  courageous  faith  in 
the  future  of  the  church  are  among  the  aspects  of  a  basic  Christian 
integrity  for  which  we  have  cause  to  be  profoundly  grateful.” 

There  were  a  number  of  personnel  changes  during  these  years. 
Since  1950  there  had  been  a  succession  of  temporary  organists  in  the 
church.  It  was  on  September  7th,  1952  that  Miss  Patricia  Clark 
became  the  church  organist  and  choir  director. 

Mr.  W.  Eben  Burr  took  over  the  position  of  acting  treasurer  of 
the  Society  in  1952  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Stier  could  no 
longer  serve  in  that  capacity. 

The  Church  members  were  pleased  when  the  tenor  soloist,  Richard 
Parke,  received  a  scholarship  at  the  Juilliard  School  of  Music  in  1955. 

Two  stalwart  pillars  of  the  church  passed  away  during  the  late 
years  of  the  Hatch  pastorate.  Mr.  William  O.  Burr  died  on  August 
6th,  1953.  He  had  served  as  deacon  for  forty-three  years,  becoming 
emeritus  deacon  in  1951.  He  had  been  the  President  of  the  Fairfield 
Historical  Society  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1944  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr 
had  observed  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  During  his  life 
time  he  had  become  an  outstanding  leader  in  both  church  and 
community,  giving  generously  of  his  services  to  many  good  causes. 

Judge  Bacon  Wakeman  died  on  May  6th,  1954.  1  Ie  to°  ha<J  gladly 
served  in  many  capacities  as  churchman  and  citizen.  Both  of  these 
men  had  left  their  mark  upon  the  parish  and  the  community.  Judge 
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Wakeman  was  a  deacon  for  many  years  and  had  been  a  church 
member  for  74  years. 

Glenn  Wishard  passed  away  on  April  22nd,  1956,  after  serving 
a  number  of  years  as  the  Director  of  Youth  activities  in  the  First 
Church.  He  was  the  veteran  of  thirty  years  of  service  as  a  Y.M.C.A. 
secretary  in  various  parts  of  the  world  including  Ceylon  and  the 
Far-East. 

Hubert  Orton  resigned  as  sexton  of  the  church  in  1951  after 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years.  Fie  was  replaced  by  P.  Sterling 
Petersen.  The  church  members  greatly  appreciated  Mr.  Orton's 
friendly  spirit. 

The  First  Church  sponsored  three  young  men  who  were  Flungar- 
ian  refugees.  They  came  to  Fairfield  from  Camp  Kilmer  on  March 
2 1  st,  1957  and  were  guests  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alanson 
Flarper.  Later  they  were  offered  the  use  of  the  home  of  the  late 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  O.  Burr  where  they  set  up  housekeeping. 
It  was  not  long  before  they  found  work  and  began  to  adjust  them¬ 
selves  to  the  ways  of  their  adopted  country. 

It  was  also  in  1957  when  Florence  Bullard,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Deaconesses,  sent  a  letter  to  the  church  membership  suggest¬ 
ing  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  organize  a  Women's  Fellowship  to 
which  all  the  women  of  the  church  could  belong.  There  might  be 
several  smaller  groups,  however,  within  the  Fellowship,  that  could 
meet  each  month  for  study  and  service  of  various  kinds. 

November  41I1,  1956  was  a  happy  day  for  the  many  friends  of 
Rev.  Rodney  G.  Snedeker.  On  that  day  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Joan  Bitting  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Bing- 
hampton,  N.Y.  Miss  Bitting  was  a  graduate  nurse,  employed  at  St. 
Raphael’s  Flospital,  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 

On  October  1 8th,  1956  Mr.  Hatch  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  was 
taken  at  once  to  the  Bridgeport  Hospital  where  he  remained  for 
six  weeks.  This  was  followed  by  a  period  of  convalescence  at  home 
for  several  months.  At  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Society  and  Church  on 
November  19th,  Mr.  Hatch  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  and  it 
seemed  best  for  him  to  spend  the  time  at  his  summer  home  in 
Danbury,  New  Hampshire.  It  was  decided  at  this  meeting  to  under¬ 
write  the  cost  of  installing  a  heating  plant  in  the  Hatch  Danbury 
home,  namely  $3800.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the  church  members 


103 


ndaisJuW 

‘  •¥  •  i>i  i*U.  }q  cli.: xo  i.  A  0*^  I 

trii  to-  aolfjj  iU.i'  -i  I  Sow  3n j  to  Ztiflrj  ejjoiisv  ai  /j  joim 

,u  J-  cT 


TJ  i!  m  rfc  i )  tN’i  >>  .>6  bsrgUoi  rionO  tt'jJuH 

;-r;,,;  ,J  ’  '  n  "  h\  )  •**.  ^  i  /  y  o  .  u  ./j.  *•  ;.  ill  P.'.i.ixnv 


vr-.^r>  ftoirrto  oHT  r  3^^ 

•lM,q4  ylbnml 

/mu  ;  n^w  01  //  nor  $nuoy  3  J  •  .latnoq?  i  nurlD  tnil  riT 

x.  i  »  it  .if. no  /juT  y.'X>*  utoi  pr.i 
.a  fx  i  nc  .i  to  scuor'  n\i  ni  ??;  *u_  v  v  bar,  ’?ij: 

,  Cl-  »»  y:  i«*jT.riwniitf  O  r  KiW  .<nM  bn#  /!«»•  W 

Jl  1  !i  ■  f,»  Wfi  I  £  l>  lm;v  ,  ,7  r{  };.n  .*IY  ,  flo,  y,  rcrW/f 

VJttA  A  .Of  Hf 


explaining  the  situation  and  asking  for  voluntary  subscriptions  to 
the  “David  Hatch  Convalescent  Fund.” 

The  illness  of  the  minister  necessitated  several  changes  in  the 
church  program.  Mr.  Snedeker  carried  on,  Filling  in  for  Mr.  Hatch 
during  his  absence,  doing  the  pastoral  duties  that  needed  to  be  done 
such  as  sick  calls,  funerals,  baptisms,  weddings,  and  conducting  the 
Sunday  morning  services. 

In  April  of  1957  Mr.  Hatch  was  happy  to  return  to  his  pastoral 
duties  on  a  full  time  basis.  Once  again  he  carried  on  his  regular 
program  of  work,  including  about  thirty-live  pastoral  calls  a  week. 
Mr.  Snedeker  and  two  Yale  Divinity  School  students  helped  with 
the  Sunday  morning  services  as  well  as  with  the  youth  program. 

In  the  fall  of  1957  Mr.  Snedeker  accepted  a  call  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Snedeker  were  given  a  farewell  reception  in  the  church 
parlors  at  which  time  they  were  presented  with  an  engraved  silver 
bowl  and  a  purse.  Mr.  Hatch  spoke  appreciatively  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  Snedeker  during  the  three  years  he  had  served  as  a  member  of 
the  First  Church  Staff. 

At  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  November  10th,  1957  Mr.  Flatch 
resigned  as  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church,  after  a  pastorate  of  nearly 
twenty  years.  It  was  his  plan  to  accept  a  call  to  serve  two  small  churches 
in  Franklin,  N.H.  where  he  expected  to  begin  his  duties  in  January, 
1958.  It  so  happened  that  his  father  had  served  as  minister  of  one  of 
the  churches  from  1903  to  1909.  Also  Franklin  was  the  home  town  of 
Mrs.  Hatch.  Mr.  Hatch  told  the  congregation  that  Franklin  was 
only  eighteen  miles  from  Danbury  where  they  had  their  summer 
home. 

In  his  statement  to  the  church  Mr.  Hatch  said,  “My  decision  to 
resign  came  as  a  result  of  hours  of  deliberation  and  prayer.  It  was  not 
in  any  sense  a  hasty  move  but  was  one  I  had  thought  upon  since 
early  last  fall.  I  leave  with  the  warmest  and  most  affectionate  good¬ 
will  for  every  person  in  my  parish.”  I  lis  letter  of  resignation  came  as 
a  complete  surprise  to  the  members  of  the  First  Church. 

The  Board  of  Deacons  announced  after  their  meeting  in  December, 
1957  that  Rev.  Robbins  Barstow  had  been  secured  to  serve  as  the 
interim  minister,  pending  the  choice  of  a  new  pastor  to  succeed  Mr. 
Hatch.  Dr.  Barstow  began  his  interim  ministry  on  January  19th, 
1958.  He  was  a  former  President  of  the  Hartford  Seminary  Founda- 
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tion  and  at  present  was  serving  as  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Overseas  Union  Churches  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  U.S.A. 

A  farewell  reception  was  held  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatch  on  Sunday 
afternoon  January  5th,  1958.  At  that  time  an  inscribed  silver  bowl, 
together  with  a  purse  of  $3000,  were  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hatch  by  Harold  A.  Swaffield.  Mr.  Hatch  had  his  final  Sunday 
services  on  that  same  day. 

Thus  came  to  an  end  a  stimulating  and  eventful  pastorate  of 
approximately  twenty  years.  It  was  a  period  of  rapid  growth  in  both 
community  and  church.  When  Mr.  Hatch  began  his  ministry  the 
average  attendance  at  the  Sunday  morning  service  was  around  a 
hundred  and  fifty.  When  his  pastorate  ended  the  attendance  at  the 
two  services  on  Sunday  morning  varied  from  three  hundred  and 
fifty  to  four  hundred  or  more.  At  the  beginning  of  his  ministry 
there  were  less  than  five  hundred  members  of  the  church.  At  the 
close  of  his  pastorate  the  church  membership  roll  was  approaching 
twelve  hundred. 

Perhaps  the  motivation  of  the  Hatch  pastorate  can  be  well  sum¬ 
marized  in  a  statement  of  Christian  belief  printed  on  a  church 
calendar  in  the  year  1951: 

We  believe  that  God  is  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  Him  must 
worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

We  believe  that  God  is  Light,  and  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is 
in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  with  one  another. 

We  believe  that  God  is  Love,  and  that  every  one  that  loveth  is  horn 
of  God  and  knoweth  God. 

We  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  God  hath  given  us 
eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  ITis  Son. 

We  believe  that  we  are  children  of  God,  and  that  He  hath  given 
us  of  His  Spirit. 

We  believe  that  Lie  is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life,  and  that  whoso¬ 
ever  believeth  in  Llim  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live. 

We  believe  that  if  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to 
forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  uncleanness. 

We  believe  that  the  world  passeth  away,  and  the  lust  thereof;  but  that 
he  that  docth  the  will  of  God  abideth  forever.  Amen. 
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Chapter  Thirteen 

THE  PASSING  OF  THE  SOCITEY. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Connecticut  Colony  there  was  a  close 
relationship  between  the  church  and  the  town  government.  Some 
historians  have  suggested  that  early  New  England  set  up  a  “theo¬ 
cracy. n  This  meant  that  the  local  residents  of  a  community  or  parish 
were  responsible  for  the  material  needs  of  the  church.  A  system  of 
public  taxation  was  enforced  to  pay  the  pastors  salary  and  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  church  property.  Thus  men  who  were  not  church 
members  came  to  have  a  share  in  the  temporal  or  financial  affairs 
of  the  church. 

In  the  various  townships  Ecclesiastical  Societies  were  gradually 
organized  to  take  care  of  the  property  matters.  It  was  a  dual  system 
of  government,  so  to  speak.  The  Ecclesiastical  Societies  had  some 
members  who  were  also  church  members  and  some  who  were  not. 
The  church  property  was  held  in  the  name  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society.  The  Society  had  its  own  membership  list,  quite  separate 
from  the  church  membership  list. 

Under  this  dual  system  both  church  and  society  had  to  concur 
in  the  calling  of  a  new  pastor.  The  action  customarily  originated  in 
the  church,  as  the  society  had  no  authority  to  begin  such  proceed¬ 
ings.  After  deciding  on  a  suitable  man  to  serve  as  its  pastor,  the 
church  notified  the  society  of  its  choice.  Then  the  society  had  to 
decide  whether  to  concur  in  the  call  and  if  so,  to  make  plans  for 
providing  for  the  support  of  the  pastors  family.  It  was  in  the 
discretion  of  the  society  to  fix  the  compensation  for  the  pastor. 
Only  the  society  could  be  sued  in  a  court  of  law  if  there  happened 
to  be  a  disagreement  between  pastor  and  people.  The  society  did 
not  have  the  authority  to  dismiss  the  pastor  without  the  consent  of 
the  church.  In  cases  of  emergency,  however,  it  was  possible  for  the 
society  to  withhold  the  pastors  salary  if  such  an  extreme  step 
seemed  necessary. 

It  was  in  the  year  1709  that  the  name  was  changed  from  “Prime 
Ancient  Society”  to  “First  Ecclesiastical  Society.”  From  time  to 
time,  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society  were  amended,  as  for  example  in 
the  year  1941.  It  is  remarkable  how  well  this  system  worked  in  the 
first  two  centuries  of  Connecticut  history,  not  only  in  Fairfield  but 
in  many  other  townships  as  well.  It  became  out  of  date,  however, 
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during  the  nineteenth  century  as  churches  became  free  from  political 
control  and  later  on  became  corporations  under  the  Civil  Law  with 
the  right  to  own  property.  There  are  still  a  few  churches  that 
continue  to  function  under  this  dual  system  of  “church  and  society/’ 

Surprising  as  it  may  seem,  the  First  Church  of  Fairfield  operated 
under  this  dual  system  from  1639  to  1957.  The  church  organization 
had  the  responsibility  of  calling  the  minister  and  for  the  general 
oversight  of  the  religious  and  educational  programs  of  the  church. 
The  Society  had  the  responsibility  of  owning  the  property  and  was 
in  full  charge  of  all  fiscal  matters.  As  far  as  the  records  show,  there 
were  no  serious  disagreements  between  the  two  organizations  in 
Fairfield  from  the  early  years  to  the  present  time. 

The  process  of  merging  these  two  organizations  could  not  be 
completed  in  a  hurry.  One  of  the  early  steps  was  to  invite  all  the 
church  members  to  become  members  of  the  Society  if  they  so  desired. 
For  example,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  on  December 
2nd,  1925,  the  following  communication  was  received,  from  the 
Church  Council:  "The  Church  Council  expresses  its  belief  that  the 
welfare  of  the  church  will  be  served  if,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Society  next  December,  action  shall  be  taken  con¬ 
ferring  upon  all  present  and  prospective  members  of  the  First  Church, 
in  g(x)d  standing  and  of  legal  voting  age,  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  membership  in  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society.”  It  was  voted  at 
the  meeting  that  the  above  suggestion  should  be  adopted  beginning 
December  first  1925.  Another  early  step  was  the  decision  to  hold 
joint  meetings  of  the  two  organizations  on  the  same  evening,  meeting 
as  one  group. 

These  early  steps  convinced  the  members  of  both  groups  that 
it  was  a  wise  plan  to  merge  the  two  organizations.  It  was  decided 
to  prepare  a  new  Constitution  and  liy-Laws  that  would  bring  about 
such  a  merger.  It  was  at  a  joint  meeting  on  July  30th,  1955  that  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted: 

“Whereas  for  several  years  past  considerable  discussion  has  taken 
place  relative  to  the  desirability  of  merging  both  Church  and  Society 
into  one  legally  constituted  body; 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  question  be 
disposed  of  for  the  future  so  that  duplication  of  action  and  con¬ 
fusion  can  be  eliminated  from  our  meetings  and  the  necessary  work 
of  the  church  can  progress  with  efficiency; 
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Be  it  resolved  that  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational, 
in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  and  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of 
Fairfield,  Connecticut,  be  merged  into  one  legally  constituted  church 
body.” 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  facilitate  the  merger  and  prepare  a  constitution,  thus 
making  possible  the  transfer  of  property  to  the  new  church  organ¬ 
ization.  This  committee  should  be  composed  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Deacons,  the  Chairman  of  the  Society’s  Committee, 
the  Pastor,  and  two  members  of  said  Church  and  Society  to  be 
chosen  by  the  first  three  mentioned  above.  It  was  also  moved  that  a 
draft  of  a  new  Constitution  and  By-Laws  should  be  prepared  and 
presented  for  action,  if  possible,  at  a  Joint  Meeting  of  Church  and 
Society  to  be  held  in  January  1956. 

The  preparation  of  a  new  Constitution  and  By-Laws  proved  to  be 
quite  an  undertaking.  It  was  not  until  December  10th,  1956  that 
Mr.  Swaffield,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  was  ready  to  report  to 
a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First  Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society. 
Thereupon  the  members  began  the  task  of  discussing  the  new  con¬ 
stitution  article  by  article.  The  name  chosen  for  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion  was  "The  Lirst  Church,  Congregational,  in  Fairfield.”  Minor 
changes  were  suggested  in  the  various  articles,  as  they  were  presented. 
An  interesting  decision  was  made  in  the  use  of  the  word  "pastor” 
rather  than  the  word  "minister”  throughout  the  new  Constitution. 

An  adjourned  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Church  and  Society  was  held 
on  December  17th,  1956,  when  the  process  of  discussing  the  various 
articles  was  continued.  Another  Joint  Meeting  was  held  on  January 
8th,  1957.  At  that  meeting  the  motion  was  passed  to  request  Mr. 
David  W.  Price  to  serve  as  the  attorney  for  the  church  and  be 
responsible  for  the  legal  steps  in  connection  with  the  merger  of 
the  two  organizations,  also  the  transfer  of  property  and  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  church.  The  date  for  the  consummation  of  the  merger 
was  to  be  announced  by  Mr.  Price  in  accordance  with  the  legal 
requirements. 

It  was  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  on  October  9th, 
1957  that  Mr.  Price  announced  that  the  Church  was  officially  incor¬ 
porated  on  September  26th,  1957  and  a  certificate  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  well  as  with  the  Town  Clerk.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  the  decision  was  made  to  transfer  all  church  property 
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now  held  by  the  Society  to  the  First  Church,  Congregational,  in 
Fairlield.  It  was  also  at  this  meeting  that  the  decision  was  made  to 
dissolve  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Fairfield  and  to  send  the 
notification  of  such  action  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Connecticut. 

With  the  merger  of  the  two  groups  the  former  Ecclesiastical 
Society  was  transformed  into  the  Board  of  Trustees,  so  to  speak.  The 
new  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Church  became  responsible  for  all 
property  and  for  all  financial  matters  with  the  one  exception  of  the 
budgetary  responsibilities  of  the  church.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that 
three  members  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  should  be  added  to  the 
newly  formed  Budget  Committee  of  the  Church. 
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Chapter  Fourteen 

THE  BEGINNING  OF  DR.  ROBINSON’S  PASTORATE. 

The  First  Church  was  fortunate  in  securing  an  interim  minister 
with  the  breadth  of  experience  of  Dr.  Robbins  Wolcott  Barstow. 
He  had  served  as  a  missionary  of  the  American  Board  in  Turkey 
and  as  a  Chaplain  in  the  First  World  War.  He  had  served  as  the 
pastor  of  churches  in  Connecticut,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and 
Wisconsin.  He  had  travelled  widely  in  connection  with  his  work 
as  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Churches  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  United  States.  In  beginning 
his  interim  ministry  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Christian  Program 
of  the  First  Church  would  continue  with  unslacking  zeal  until  the 
securing  of  a  new  pastor. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  a  new  minister  on  December 
ist,  1957.  It  was  composed  of  the  following  church  members: 
William  J.  Clarke,  chairman,  John  P.  Bassett,  W.  Eben  Burr,  Dudley 
M.  Cate,  Mrs.  Alanson  C.  Harper,  Samuel  L.  House,  Kenneth  E. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Russell  C.  Kinsman  Jr.,  Frederick  W.  Roberts,  George 
L.  Todd  and  Miss  Esther  Wakeman. 

After  carefully  screening  a  goodly  number  of  possibilities  the 

choice  of  the  Committee  centered  on  Rev.  Flenry  Evans  Robinson, 
pastor  of  the  First  Christian  Church,  Congregational,  in  Burlington, 
North  Carolina.  He  had  held  earlier  pastorates  in  Coventry  and 
Putnam,  Connecticut.  At  the  present  time  he  was  also  serving  as 
Chairman  of  the  Missions  Council  of  the  Congregational-Christian 
Churches.  He  had  come  to  Fairfield  as  the  guest  preacher  on  July 
20th,  1958.  There  was  an  informal  reception  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
July  19th,  to  give  the  church  members  an  opportunity  to  meet  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Robinson. 

At  a  church  meeting  following  the  Sunday  service  on  July  20th,  it 
was  voted  to  approve  the  recommendation  of  the  Pulpit  Committee. 
A  call  was  sent  to  Dr.  Robinson  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Church.  He  responded  favorably  to  the  invitation  and  suggested  that 
his  ministry  begin  in  Fairfield  on  October  first. 

It  was  on  the  twenty-first  of  August  of  that  year  that  Mrs.  W. 
Eben  Burr  resigned  as  the  organist  and  as  choir  director  of  the 
church.  Her  place  as  choir  director  was  taken  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
I  louse  on  September  first.  Mr.  John  Alves  was  secured  as  the  new 
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organist.  Mr.  Alves  is  a  member  of  the  American  Guild  of  Organists 
and  a  former  organist  at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  Southport. 

Under  this  new  leadership,  on  December  twenty- first,  the  choir 
of  the  First  Church  presented  the  Christmas  portion  of  Handel’s 
Messiah.  When  Mrs.  House  found  it  necessary  to  move  from 
Fairfield  in  1959,  Mr.  Alves  became  both  organist  and  choir  director. 

The  Robinson  family  arrived  in  Fairfield  in  late  September  and 
were  comfortably  settled  in  the  parsonage  by  the  first  of  October. 
1  he  Boards  of  Deacons  and  Deaconesses  set  Sunday  afternoon, 
November  23rd,  as  a  date  for  an  “Open  House”  when  the  church 
members  would  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  welcome  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson. 

One  of  the  first  recommendations  of  the  New  Pastor  was  to  send 
out  a  monthly  church  letter  of  four  pages,  to  be  called  the  “First 
Church  Herald.”  This  monthly  letter  was  intended  to  describe  the 
activities  of  the  church  and  the  work  of  its  committees,  together 
with  the  dates  of  meetings,  church  statistics  and  other  items  of  in¬ 
terest.  This  plan  was  set  in  motion  at  once.  Another  recommendation 
was  to  place  an  outdoor  bulletin  board  on  the  lawn,  near  the  corner 
of  the  church,  facing  Beach  Road  and  the  Old  Post  Road. 

The  Service  of  Installation  for  Dr.  Robinson  took  place  on  Sunday, 
January  1 8th,  1959,  and  was  conducted  by  the  Fairfield  County 
Association  of  Congregational  Churches  and  Ministers.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  the  candidate  read  a  paper  setting  forth  his  religious  experience 
and  theological  convictions.  Following  a  supper  for  the  delegates 
the  evening  service  was  held  at  7:30  P.M.  The  sermon  was  given 
by  Dr.  Rockwell  Harmon  Potter.  Rev.  David  IT  Sandstrom  offered 
the  prayer  of  installation.  The  charge  to  the  pastor  was  given  by  Dr. 
Barstow  and  the  charge  to  the  church  members  by  Rev.  James  F. 
English,  Superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  Conference  of  Con¬ 
gregational  Churches.  The  right  hand  of  fellowship  was  given  by 
Rev.  Gibson  I.  Daniels. 

One  of  the  early  changes  at  the  beginning  of  Dr.  Robinson’s 
pastorate  was  the  organizing  of  a  Women’s  Fellowship  to  include 
in  its  membership  all  the  women  of  the  church.  The  need  for  this 
step  had  been  recognized  for  quite  a  few  years  and  the  issue  had 
been  brought  up  many  times  at  various  gatherings. 

During  the  pastorates  of  Mr.  Silcox,  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Hatch, 
there  had  been  several  successful  Women’s  groups  such  as  the 
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Guild,  the  Eunoia  Club  and  the  Mother  s  Club.  There  had  been 
special  interest  groups  that  were  concerned  with  various  Christian 
study  or  work  programs.  A  strong  feeling  had  developed,  however, 
that  with  the  rapid  growth  in  membership  there  needed  to  be  an 
inclusive  organization  for  all  the  women  of  the  church. 

Soon  after  the  Board  of  Deaconesses  was  organized,  the  members 
made  it  one  of  their  first  responsibilities  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
the  various  Women’s  organizations  into  one  inclusive  Fellowship.  For 
example,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1958  they  arranged  a  meeting 
in  which  all  the  Women’s  groups  were  represented  and  the  plan  for 
the  inclusive  Fellowship  was  discussed  in  detail.  At  the  May  meeting 
Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Barker  was  elected  as  the  hrst  President  of  the 
inclusive  Women’s  Fellowship.  During  that  first  year,  however,  the 
other  organizations  continued  to  function. 

A  year  later  the  plan  for  an  inclusive  Fellowship  reached  fulfill¬ 
ment.  On  May  5th,  1959,  the  Women’s  Fellowship  voted  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  separate  groups  into  one  inclusive  organization.  A  plan 
was  drawn  up  to  have  a  women’s  day  at  the  church  twice  a  month 
with  work  and  study  groups.  A  comparable  plan  was  set  up  for 
evening  meetings  for  those  members  who  could  not  attend  during 
the  day.  The  program  set  up  included  four  main  Fellowship  meet¬ 
ings  a  year,  with  two  luncheon  meetings  and  two  evening  meetings. 

The  work  groups  were  free  to  take  part  in  various  activities  such 
as  sewing,  making  cancer  dressings,  rug  hooking,  hand  crafts  and 
painting.  Since  its  establishment  the  Women’s  Fellowship  has 
carried  on  many  missionary  projects  such  as  sending  boxes  of  used 
clothing  to  needy  areas.  There  have  been  gifts  of  money  where 
it  would  do  the  most  good.  There  have  been  the  rummage  sales  in 
the  spring  and  fall  of  each  year.  One  ol  the  high  lights  of  the 
program  has  been  the  annual  Holiday  Fair  in  November. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Robinson’s  arrival  in  Fairfield  the  need  lor  an 
assistant  pastor  was  recognized  and  discussed  in  the  Boards  of  Deacons 
and  Deaconesses.  Dr.  Robinson  expressed  a  preference  for  an  older 
man  who  could  help  with  the  pastoral  calling,  arrange  Colony 
meetings,  share  in  the  plans  of  various  church  organizations  and, 
in  general,  substitute  for  the  pastor  during  his  absence. 

The  issue  was  brought  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  church 
in  January,  1959.  It  was  voted  to  approve  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  pastor  and  the  pulpit  committee  of  1958  was  asked  to 
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proceed  with  the  assignment  and  bring  a  recommendation  before 
the  church.  After  interviewing  a  number  of  possibilities  the  com¬ 
mittee  decided  to  recommend  Rev.  Wilbur  S.  Demina  as  the  new 

O 

assistant  pastor.  Dr.  Deming  had  served  the  American  Board  in  the 
Marathi  Mission  of  Western  India.  Me  had  been  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  Washington,  Connecticut  and  at 
present  was  pastor  of  the  Smith  Memorial  Church  in  Hillsboro, 
New  Hampshire. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  were  invited  to  attend  a  service  of  the 
First  Church  in  May  1959  and  meet  some  of  the  church  members. 
At  a  special  church  meeting  held  on  May  31st,  it  was  voted  to  extend 
a  call  to  Dr.  Deming  to  become  the  Assistant  Pastor  of  the  church. 
Dr.  Deming  responded  favorably  to  the  invitation  and  suggested 
that  his  work  in  Fairfield  begin  the  middle  of  August. 

During  the  early  years  of  Dr.  Robinson’s  pastorate  the  Long  Range 
Planning  Committee  was  actively  at  work  under  Chairman  Leonard 
A.  Beadle,  exploring  the  future  needs  of  the  church  and  the  Sunday 
School.  The  Committee  was  approaching  the  end  of  its  labors  so 
that  it  could  make  its  report  to  the  church.  This  matter  will  be  dealt 
with  more  fully  in  a  separate  chapter. 

During  the  early  years  of  Dr.  Robinson’s  pastorate  the  issue  of  the 
merger  with  the  Evangelical  and  Reform  Churches  came  up  for 
decision.  A  new  constitution  had  been  prepared  for  the  LInited 
Church.  Dr.  Robinson  was  a  member  of  the  Constitution  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  Before  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution  it  was  desirable  to  send  it  to  all  the  churches  lor 
their  study  and  suggestions.  Linder  the  sponsorship  of  the  Church 
Council,  the  various  organizations  of  the  First  Church  were  asked  to 
make  a  study  of  the  new  constitution. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  church  was  arranged,  at  which  time  the 
issues  of  the  merger  were  thoroughly  explored.  The  matter  was 
brought  up  for  final  decision  at  a  church  meeting  held  on  March 
19th,  1961.  Those  voting  to  approve  the  merger  and  new  constitu¬ 
tion  numbered  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  Those  in  opposition 
numbered  twenty-six. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1961  that  the  Music  Committee  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  choir  took  the  lead  in  urging  a  more  active  musical  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  church,  with  larger  participation  of  Children’s  Choirs  at 
the  regular  services.  They  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  it 
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would  be  desirable  to  have  a  full  time  organist  and  choir  director. 
The  matter  was  brought  up  for  decision  at  a  special  church  meeting 
held  in  June,  1961.  It  was  then  voted  to  have  Mr.  John  Alves  as 
a  full  time  organist  and  choir  director,  beginning  on  September 
first. 

1  he  arrival  of  Dr.  Robinson  brought  new  life  into  the  church  in 
various  ways.  This  was  especially  demonstrated  by  the  groups  of 
new  members  uniting  with  the  church  at  practically  every  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday.  Uniting  with  a  church  is  only  the  first  step  in  a 
process  that  is  continuous.  It  involves  getting  acquainted  with  the 
other  members  of  the  church  family  and  finding  a  niche  in  the 
church  program. 

Thus  those  uniting  with  the  First  Church  in  recent  years  have 
discovered  a  wide  variety  of  activities  in  which  they  can  share.  For 
example,  there  are  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Men’s  Fellowship 
with  interesting  speakers  from  month  to  month.  At  each  meeting  it 
is  the  custom  for  one  of  the  members  to  give  a  brief  autobiographical 
sketch. 

There  are  the  two  work  days  each  month  for  the  Women’s  Fel¬ 
lowship,  together  with  the  evening  meetings  at  which  interesting 
speakers  bring  a  stimulating  message. 

The  Sunday  School  has  been  growing  steadily  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Truman  Chase,  with  a  membership  of  over  five  hundred 
at  its  two  sessions  and  a  stall  of  more  than  fifty  teachers.  The  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  is  Family  Sunday  when  the  Sunday  School 
children  attend  the  church  service  with  their  parents.  The  younger 
children  return  to  their  classes  during  the  second  hymn.  There  is  a 
class  in  church  history  for  the  High  School  freshmen  who  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  church  membership. 

The  church  sponsors  a  Nursery  School  for  nine  months  of  the 
year  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Sophie  Gross.  During  July  there 
is  a  two  weeks'  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  Parish  Idouse  is  also 
used  for  the  “released  time”  religious  classes  during  the  school  year. 

The  Youth  program  of  the  church  receives  special  emphasis  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Pilgrim  Fellowship 
has  a  Yale  Divinity  student  as  its  adviser  and  meets  weekly.  The 
Junior  Pilgrim  Fellowship,  comprising  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
students,  meets  twice  a  month  on  Friday  evenings  with  a  young 
married  couple  of  the  church  as  leaders.  The  church  sponsors  three 
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Boy  Scout  Troops  and  four  Girl  Scout  Troops. 

The  members  of  the  Social  Action  Committee  respond  to  periodic 
needs  such  as  helping  to  secure  volunteers  for  the  Blood  Banks  which 
take  place  several  times  a  year. 

The  Missionary  Committee  has  the  Benevolence  outreach  of  the 
church  under  its  supervision  and  gives  leadership  in  helping  to 
maintain  a  high  level  of  missionary  giving  and  in  sending  delegates 
to  important  Missionary  Conferences. 

The  annual  Enlistment  Program  or  Every-Member-Canvass  in  the 
fall  of  each  year  gives  the  men  an  opportunity  to  share  actively  in 
the  task  of  maintaining  the  financial  resources  of  the  church  on  a 
sound  and  healthy  basis. 

The  Worship  program  of  the  church  receives  special  attention, 
centering  in  the  two  morning  services  in  the  sanctuary.  Each  Sunday 
those  coming  to  the  services  are  given  a  cordial  welcome  at  the  church 
door.  The  ushers,  the  organist,  the  quartet  and  the  volunteer  choirs 
all  have  a  significant  part  in  the  services,  in  addition  to  the  pastor. 
The  three  Children's  choirs  are  featured  on  the  third  and  fourth 
Sundays  of  each  month. 

The  worship  program  receives  special  attention  at  the  high  points 
in  the  Christian  year  such  as  Christmas  and  Easter.  During  each 
Lenten  season  there  is  a  series  of  mid  week  meetings  at  which  time 
there  are  guest  speakers  bringing  an  appropriate  Lenten  message. 

The  worship  emphasis  is  also  stressed  at  the  neighborhood  meet¬ 
ings  held  in  the  ten  colonies  each  year.  In  this  way  the  new  members 
are  integrated  into  the  life  of  the  church  and  enabled  to  feel  at  home 
in  the  fellowship  and  find  their  places  in  the  program. 
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Chapter  Fifteen 
THE  LONG  RANGE  PLANS. 

It  might  be  said  that  the  long  range  plans  of  the  First  Church  took 
on  an  official  character  in  the  year  1954  with  the  appointment  of  a 
Church  Survey  Committee  to  make  a  study  of  church  needs  such  as 
increased  facilities  for  the  Sunday  School,  personnel  requirements 
for  the  church  staff,  a  future  building  program  and  other  long  term 
objectives.  Before  1954  such  issues  had  often  been  discussed  at  var¬ 
ious  church  gatherings  but  it  was  not  until  1954  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  that  specific  purpose  and  requested  to  bring  rec¬ 
ommendations  before  a  future  Joint  meeting  of  the  church  and  the 

In  April  of  that  year  the  committee  was  organized  with  seven 
members  under  the  chairmanship  of  Matthew  R.  Blish.  The  other 
members  were  Mrs.  Minott  Stilson,  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bullard,  Roger 
C.  Smith,  Roger  P.  Welles,  Alanson  C.  Harper,  Russell  C.  Kinsman 
and  Elbert  S.  Overbaugh,  with  Mr.  Hatch  and  Mr.  Snedcker  as 
ex-officio  members.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  five  sub-committees 
were  needed  in  order  to  do  the  work  efficiently,  namely,  Youth  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Education,  Adult  Worship  and  Education,  Church  Organ¬ 
ization,  Church  Leadership  and  Building  and  Finance. 

An  early  task  of  the  Survey  Committee  was  to  define  the  purpose 
of  the  church,  as  follows:  “The  object  of  this  church  shall  be  to  bind 
together  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  purpose  of  sharing  in 
the  worship  of  God  and  in  making  Flis  will  dominant  in  the  lives 
of  men,  individually  and  collectively,  especially  as  that  will  is  set 
forth  in  the  life,  teachings  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ/’ 

Six  meetings  of  the  Church  Survey  Committee  were  held  in  1954. 
A  major  task  of  the  Survey  Committee  was  to  study  and  integrate 
the  reports  of  the  sub-committees  which  were  working  hard  on  their 
separate  assignments.  At  the  December  meeting  of  the  Survey  Com¬ 
mittee  it  was  agreed  to  condense  the  recommendations  of  the  sub¬ 
committees  into  a  unified  report,  to  be  followed  by  appropriate 
resolutions. 

A  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First  Church  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
was  held  in  the  Parish  House  on  the  evening  of  February  1 6th,  1955 
to  receive  the  report  and  take  whatever  action  seemed  desirable.  The 
major  recommendation  of  the  Survey  Committee  was  the  construc- 
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tion  of  a  building  between  the  Parish  House  and  the  church  at  the 
west  end.  Another  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  the  possible 
installation  of  pews  in  the  social  room  at  the  rear  of  the  church 
sanctuary  and  thus  provide  for  a  larger  attendance  at  the  church 
services.  It  was  recommended  that  the  sum  of  $50,000  he  raised  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  new  building,  together  with  the  necessary 
furnishings  and  carpeting. 

The  report  was  divided  into  a  number  of  sections  and  the  various 
recommendations  were  referred  to  appropriate  church  organizations 
or  committees  for  further  study.  It  was  also  voted  at  the  meeting  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  six  members  as  a  Planning  Committee  to 
make  studies,  employ  professional  counsel,  and  prepare  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  such  buildings  and  other  improvements  as  shall  seem  most 
prudent.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  committee.  The  following  members  were  appointed  to 
serve  on  this  new  committee:  Mrs.  Allen  A.  Johnson,  Elbert  S. 
Overbaugh,  George  L.  Todd,  George  Anderson,  William  IT  Dennler 
and  T.  Waldo  Grumman. 

At  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First  Church  and  Society  held  on  May 
1 8th,  1955,  the  Church  Survey  Sub-Committees  were  ready  with 
their  final  proposals.  For  example,  the  report  of  the  Religious  Edu¬ 
cation  Committee  was  cjuite  thorough  in  summarizing  the  needs  of 
the  church  in  that  department.  So  also  was  the  report  of  the  Music 
Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  new  committee  of  six  members,  to  be  called  the 
Survey  Improvement  Committee,  Mrs.  Allen  Johnson  gave  a  pre¬ 
liminary  report  of  progress.  She  stated  that  they  were  consulting 
with  Rev.  John  R.  Scotford  as  adviser.  Mr.  Scotford  was  making  a 
specialty  of  church  architecture.  The  committee  also  was  consulting 
with  Mr.  E.  D.  Mortensen,  a  professional  architect  who  had  drawn 
up  the  plans  for  the  alterations  in  the  Stratford  church.  Mrs.  John¬ 
son  stated  that  her  committee  would  be  able  to  make  a  full  report 
at  a  later  date. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  a  full  report  by  the  Survey  Improve¬ 
ment  Committee,  Mrs.  Johnson  also  submitted  a  separate  report  by 
Rev.  John  R.  Scotford.  Among  other  things  he  recommended  two 
Sunday  sessions  for  both  the  church  and  the  church  school. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Survey  Improvement  Committee 
included  changes  in  the  Parish  I  louse  basement  in  order  to  add 
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three  additional  rooms  for  the  church  school.  They  recommended 
further  excavation  in  the  church  cellar  area  in  order  to  provide  the 
choir  with  a  room  of  their  own  and  also  a  room  for  the  women’s 
organizations. 

The  committee  suggested  arranging  for  a  financial  campaign  at 
an  appropriate  time  in  order  to  raise  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  achieving  the  above  objectives,  plus  some  addi¬ 
tional  items.  The  final  recommendation  of  the  Survey  Improvement 
Committee  was  the  appointment  of  a  Long  Range  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  to  continue  exploring  the  future  needs  of  the  church.  Such 
a  committee  should  be  allowed  to  make  use  of  professional  con¬ 
sultants  and  then  report  back  to  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First  Church 
and  the  Ecclesiastical  Society. 

This  final  recommendation  clearly  indicated  that  some  members 
of  the  church  did  not  feel  that  the  last  words  had  been  said  about 
the  future  needs  of  the  church  in  terms  of  buildings  and  equipment. 
Perhaps  they  wanted  additional  alternatives  to  be  investigated  before 
reaching  final  conclusions. 

At  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Society’s  Committee  and  the  Board  of 
Deacons  on  April  8th,  1956  there  was  a  report  submitted  by  a  special 
nominating  committee  which  had  been  appointed  on  March  11th  of 
that  year  and  was  composed  of  Leonard  Beadle,  Waldo  Grumman 
and  Russell  Kinsman.  The  report  of  this  special  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  was  accepted  and  a  new  committee  was  appointed,  to  be  called 
the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee.  The  membership  was  as  fol¬ 
lows:  C.  Herbert  Bell,  temporary  chairman,  Richard  Arnold,  Ralph 
Pumphrey,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Jay  Lloffman.  This 
committee  had  the  authority  to  add  to  its  membership  as  need  arose. 
Later  Mr.  Beadle  became  the  chairman  of  this  committee. 

At  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  First  Church  and  Society  on  April  9th, 
1956,  those  present  felt  it  to  be  unwise  to  undertake  major  alterations 
in  the  Parish  House  at  that  particular  time.  It  was  felt  that  the  new 
Long  Range  Planning  Committee  should  have  the  opportunity  to 
carry  out  their  task  and  be  given  sufficient  time  to  bring  in  their 
recommendations. 

As  a  compromise  measure  the  motion  was  made  and  passed  that 
the  sum  of  $17,500  be  appropriated  and  used  for  renovations  in  the 
Parish  I  louse,  such  as  completing  two  rooms  at  the  rear  of  the  base- 
ment,  extending  the  walls  in  the  nursery  room  and  making  other 


k>!mommo*n  pcfT  oo  ifa*  /bni,.  *  uh  io\  *  mom  ffinofcili*  ;*>lfh 

»  10  gnigneriB  kitag^ta  dohimmto  orfT 
:b,  b  iTiog  eulcj  ^.ir^rlo  dc  d*ij  gm  ni'hn  io  a^oqm  orij  it.l 

"n  ,J  =  *i  Ixwolk  -x>  Mliork  aottfmma)  * 

i.w  «  it*  i.  >i  .  •>!  tinow  lvt;S  -j.il  ibHi  |  •/!  10».  fc.h  rfc.urli  .rfi  i0 

'  V;<<  ^  '  n  i  '  ,lli#  It. •( A  t.ro  (I 

'  flol.  fU<  7'.  IV  J9i  im  no.  VSfl  «  b.  l  J:  ft.;  ,33t  ,  IVMJ  Him 

^  «  v  u.  {  tUsMwiX  4>l A  ,  -aifK  muH 

i.  (hr,/  no  i.«2  fci*  rl  •■!  >  j  -..-J.  'lo  ,j»t4  .  ,A 

MlimmoO  gninn^M-  „;fl  „lt0  1 
tfjm  m  gnnd  „l  w.,..  Jo'.b.lm,  J  L,i  ^  JU„  0>g$ 

b-.v-t.-4  L  r.  ->Uir  tew  noiiom  o,fi  s.u.wra  stimaniiiioo  i  tA 
'  “  o,,'jV0n3''  »«  —u  bn*  iJjiiiiujonqrj*  cd  oo?*i  »  1  mi  it  o,fi 

<1  1I.-II  I*  tOlOOl  owl  JillijjIfjd.O'.  lljot  *«(>!  !  ,1,06  I 

r"'1"  h,,K  TWinMn  3<Il  Hi  tliw  -J.il  ;.i.ififi->!X-j 


needed  changes.  This  decision  is  referred  to  in  Chapter  Twelve.  It 
was  also  agreed  at  the  meeting  that  the  sum  of  $2500  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  in  carrying  out  their 
studies. 

The  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  under  Chairman  Beadle 
soon  discovered  that  their  task  had  to  be  sub-divided  into  several 
departments.  Mrs.  Allen  Johnson  and  Richard  Arnold  made  a  study 
of  the  church  building  needs.  Mrs.  Donald  Robbins  and  Lawrence 
Sprouse  studied  the  needs  of  the  church  staff.  Mrs.  Jay  Hoffman 
and  C.  Herbert  Bell  studied  the  needs  of  the  Youth  groups.  Mrs. 
William  Pfeif  and  Ronald  Streeter  studied  the  facilities  needed  for 
the  church  school. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  First  Church  on  May  19th,  i960,  the  detailed 
recommendations  of  the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  discussion  and  final  action.  The  major  recommendation 
was  to  build  ten  additional  class  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  church 
school,  each  room  large  enough  to  accommodate  thirty  pupils  if 
necessary.  It  was  also  recommended  that  a  room  be  provided  for  the 
choir.  All  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  were  thoroughly 
discussed. 

The  following  decisions  were  made  at  the  meeting  on  May  19th: 

1.  That  a  Building  Committee  be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  plans 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

2.  That  a  Fund  Raising  Committee  be  appointed,  with  authority  to 
engage  professional  help. 

3.  That  the  present  church  debt  be  included  in  any  Fund  Raising 
campaign. 

4.  That  the  Church  Council  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  General 
Chairman,  a  Building  Committee  Chairman  and  a  Fund  Raising 
Chairman. 

It  was  also  voted  to  authorize  the  employment  of  suitable 
architects  with  the  request  that  they  submit  plans  to  be  presented 
to  a  future  church  meeting.  A  final  resolution  expressed  the 
appreciation  of  the  church  members  for  the  hard  work  done  by 
the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  and  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  with  heartfelt  thanks  to  each  member.  A  few  days 
after  the  meeting,  Matthew  R.  Blish  was  chosen  as  the  general 
chairman  for  the  project.  Edwin  C.  Senger  was  appointed  as  the 
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Building  Committee  chairman  and  George  L.  Todd  became  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Fund  Raising  Committee. 

A  church  meeting  was  called  for  Monday,  October  30th,  1961  at 
8  P.M.,  with  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  reports  of  the  Building 
Committee  and  the  Building  Finance  Committee  and  to  take 
action  thereon.  Sterioptican  slides  were  shown  depicting  the  sug¬ 
gested  additions  and  changes.  The  slides  were  explained  in  detail 
by  Mr.  Mather  of  the  architectural  firm  of  Lyons  and  Mather 
in  Bridgeport. 

After  a  full  and  free  discussion  three  resolutions  were  passed 
at  the  meeting.  The  first  resolution  approved  the  recommendations 
of  the  Building  Committee,  involving  additions,  alterations  and 
equipment.  This  resolution  directed  the  architects  to  prepare 
detailed  plans  and  specifications,  and  to  put  them  out  for  bids 
at  the  proper  time. 

The  second  resolution  approved  engaging  the  services  of  Lyons 
and  Mather,  Bridgeport  architects,  with  whom  Fred  C.  Anderson, 
a  member  of  the  church,  was  to  be  associated. 

The  resolution  approved  the  appropriation  of  thirty-one  thou¬ 
sands  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  architects  at  the  proper  time,  in 
connection  with  the  completion  of  the  plans  and  the  letting  of  the 
contracts.  Furthermore  the  resolution  authorized  the  treasurer  to 
borrow  sufficient  sums  to  meet  the  payments. 

The  third  resolution,  submitted  by  the  Building  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  recommended  the  employment  of  the  firm  of  Marts  and 
Lundy  to  direct  the  work  of  raising  funds  for  the  building  project. 
The  resolution  approved  the  appropriation  of  four  thousand  dollars 
for  the  fee  of  Marts  and  Lundy,  and  two  thousand  dollars  addi¬ 
tional  for  the  promotional  expenses.  The  treasurer  was  authorized 
to  borrow  the  necessary  sums  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
Fund  Raising  project. 

During  the  late  fall  and  winter  the  Long  Range  Plans  were 
discussed  at  the  various  Colony  meetings  held  throughout  the 
parish.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  sustain  the  interest  of  many 
church  members  in  the  building  project.  On  March  19,  1962,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raymond  E.  Rope  of  Marts  and  Lundy  came  to  Fairfield 
for  two  months  and  stayed  in  the  apartment  of  Mr.  Edgar  Riker. 

Mr.  Rope  went  to  work  at  once  with  plans  for  the  Building  Fund 
Campaign.  These  plans  included  the  setting  up  of  certain  corn- 
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mittees  and  the  securing  of  an  adequate  number  of  workers.  The 
theme  of  the  program  was  “Working  for  the  Church.”  The  mem¬ 
bers  were  to  be  asked  to  set  aside  one  day  a  month  for  36  months 
and  dedicate  that  day’s  income  to  the  Building  Fund.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  brochure  was  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  membership, 
entitled,  “Forward  with  Faith.” 

One  of  Mr.  Rope’s  early  tasks  was  to  conduct  a  survey  into  the 
potential  giving  capacity  of  the  membership.  This  would  enable 
his  firm  to  set  a  financial  goal.  The  estimate  of  the  architects  was 
that  the  total  cost  of  the  suggested  building  enlargement  might 
reach  $378,000.  This  estimate,  however,  was  not  the  determining 
factor  in  setting  the  campaign  goal.  After  a  careful  study  of  the 
results  of  the  survey  the  victory  goal  was  finally  set  at  $200,000 
and  the  challenge  goal  at  $250,000.  In  other  words  the  goal  was 
linked  to  the  estimated  giving  capacity  of  the  membership. 

One  early  step  was  the  appointment  of  a  Leadership  Gifts  Com¬ 
mittee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Leonard  Beadle,  with  Roger 
Welles  as  Vice-Chairman.  Another  early  step  was  the  securing 
of  Team  Captains  and  Hostesses  for  the  church  dinners.  In  all 
there  were  about  150  workers  involved  in  the  financial  campaign, 
with  four  solicitors  on  each  team  including  the  captain,  the  teams 
being  equally  divided  between  the  men  and  the  women. 

William  ].  Clarke  was  appointed  as  General  Chairman  of  the 
campaign.  John  P.  Bassett  was  chosen  as  Chairman  of  the  Men’s 
Section,  with  Mrs.  Lawrence  II.  Sprouse  as  Chairman  of  the 
Women’s  Section.  The  six  Division  leaders  were  Robert  1 1.  Albrecht, 
Mrs.  David  R.  Allen,  Mrs.  Armand  A.  Benoit,  Mrs.  Allen  A. 
Johnson,  Dr.  Stuart  L.  Joslin  and  Ronald  L.  Streeter. 

Mrs.  Allen  A.  Johnson  was  also  Chief  Flostess  for  the  church 
dinners  with  the  following  Co-Hostesses:  Mrs.  Matthew  R.  Blish, 
Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Burr,  Mrs.  John  L.  Christie,  Mrs.  William  J.  Clarke, 
Mrs.  Paul  A.  Park,  Mrs.  William  J.  Pfeif,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Rundlet 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence  II.  Sprouse. 

Matthew  R.  Blish  was  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Building  Ex¬ 
pansion  Committee.  Edwin  C.  Senger  was  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee  Section  with  the  following  members:  Mrs.  Armand  A. 
Benoit,  Mrs.  William  J.  Clarke,  William  R.  Hopkins,  Kenneth  E. 
Johnson  and  Maleom  C.  Wilber.  George  I,.  Todd  was  Chairman  of 
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the  Finance  Committee  Section  with  the  following  members,  John 
P.  Bassett,  Stanley  J.  Lonsdale  and  Roger  P.  Welles. 

Two  Congregational  dinner  meetings  were  held  on  April  9th  and 
10th  at  which  time  the  members  voted  to  accept  the  two  goals  as 
suggested  by  Mr.  Rope  and  his  advisors.  Also  at  these  meetings 
the  building  plans  were  explained  in  detail  and  the  members  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  ask  questions. 

Following  the  two  Congregational  dinner  meetings  the  members 
of  the  Leadership  Gifts  Committee  went  quietly  to  work  soliciting 
subscriptions  from  a  selected  list  of  church  members.  There  were 
thirty  members  on  this  Leadership  Gifts  Committee,  in  addition 
to  Chairman  Beadle  and  Vice-Chairman  Welles.  Through  the 
efforts  of  this  committee,  94%  of  the  selected  list  of  names  made 
subscriptions  to  the  Building  Fund. 

The  Kick-Off  Dinner  for  the  general  solicitation  was  held  on 
April  26th  at  which  time  the  entire  Soliciting  Organization  of  about 
150  workers  was  present.  Then  followed  four  report  dinners  during 
a  two  week  period,  ending  on  May  10th  with  a  final  report  dinner. 

All  the  prospective  solicitors  had  been  given  careful  instructions 
as  to  how  to  proceed  with  their  work.  Two  solicitors  were  to  go 
together  for  their  personal  interviews  at  the  homes  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  The  work  was  not  to  be  done  either  by  telephone  or  by  mail. 
At  the  final  report  dinner  on  May  10th  the  total  amount  pledged 
was  announced  as  being  $241,326,  spread  over  three  years.  The 
Women's  Teams  secured  slightly  more  money  in  pledges  than  the 
Men's  learns. 

On  Friday  evening,  May  nth,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Building  Expansion  Committee,  together  with  the  Campaign 
leaders  and  the  two  ministers.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
plan  a  sound  Follow-Up  Program.  Mr.  Rope  set  forth  certain  lines 
of  action  that  needed  to  he  followed  so  as  to  avoid  any  serious 
shrinkage  in  the  pledges. 

There  was  to  be  a  Committee  to  study  the  “turnbacks"  and  also 
to  interview,  a  year  later,  those  who  pledged  on  a  one  year  basis. 
There  was  to  be  a  Committee  to  invite  participation  by  new  mem¬ 
bers  as  they  joined  the  church  during  the  three  year  period.  Finally 
there  was  to  he  a  Production  Committee  appointed  to  send  letters 
of  thanks  and  to  keep  the  members  informed  about  the  progress  ol 
the  Building  Project,  as  well  as  the  status  ol  the  pledges. 
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On  Monday,  May  21,  1962,  a  special  meeting  of  the  church  was 
called  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Expansion  Fund  Drive.  The 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  also  to  receive  the  report  of  the  bids 
and  to  determine  exactly  how  far  to  proceed  in  the  proposed  ex¬ 
pansion. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Leonard 
Beadle,  at  8  P.M.  and  Dr.  Robinson  gave  the  invocation.  Then 
Matthew  Blish,  Chairman  of  the  General  Building  Expansion 
Committee,  set  forth  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  the  meeting. 
First,  Edwin  Senger  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee 
Section  and  gave  the  figures  for  the  bids,  making  recommenda- 
tions.  He  was  followed  by  George  Todd,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  Section,  who  expressed  his  Committee’s  approval  of  the 
Building  Committee’s  recommendations.  William  Hopkins  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  Church  Finance  Committee,  endorsing  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Building  Committee.  Then  came  the  statement 
by  Donald  Edmonds,  on  behalf  of  the  Church  Trustees,  expressing 
approval  of  the  recommendations.  Thereupon  Mr.  Blish  read  the 
joint  resolution  which  had  been  approved  by  the  committees  men¬ 
tioned  above.  The  resolution  was  as  follows:  — 

“Resolved:  that  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Building  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Building 
Committee  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  supervise 
the  construction  of  building  additions  and  alterations,  including 
site  work,  and  the  installation  of  furnishings  and  equipment  there¬ 
in;  and  on  behalf  of  the  Church  to  enter  into  any  contracts  neces¬ 
sary  or  desirable  in  connection  therewith; 

And  further  resolved:  that  in  accordance  with  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  Board  of  Finance  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
sum  of  $366,000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  the  Building 
Committee  to  cover  the  cost  of  constructing  and  equipping  said 
additions  and  alterations,  the  promotional  expenses  and  fees  in¬ 
curred  in  connection  with  raising  funds  for  the  Building  Fund,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  promotional  expenses 
and  fees  voted  at  the  Church  meeting  of  October  30,  1961,  and  the 
interest  expense  to  be  incurred  through  May  31,  1965  in  connection 
with  the  financing  plan  hereinafter  set  forth; 

And  further  resolved:  that  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Finance  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
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Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  when  and  as  directed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  borrow  from  time  to  time  an  amount  not  in 
excess  of  $300,000  from  the  Connecticut  National  Bank  of  Bridge¬ 
port,  to  Finance  a  portion  of  the  aforesaid  appropriation  of  $366,000, 
of  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  promotional  expenses  and  fees 
voted  at  the  Church  meeting  of  October  30,  1961;  and  of  the 
appropriation  of  $31,000  for  architect's  fees  voted  at  the  Church 
meeting  of  October  30,  1961;  to  issue  demand  notes  from  time  to 
time  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $300,000  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
faith  and  credit  of  the  Church;  and  said  notes  shall  bear  interest  at 
such  rate  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  payable 
monthly  to  the  Connecticut  National  Bank,  and  said  notes  shall 
be  paid,  in  part,  from  the  proceeds  collected  from  the  pledges  to 
the  Building  Fund,  and,  in  part,  from  funds  to  be  raised  by  the 
Church  for  that  purpose  on  or  after  June  1,  1965; 

And  further  resolved:  that  in  accordance  with  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  assign  all  or  any  part  of  the  pledges  to  the  Building 
Fund,  when  and  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  the 
Connecticut  National  Bank  as  security  for  the  payment  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  aforesaid  notes  and  to  execute  any  instruments  of  as¬ 
signment  required  in  connection  therewith;  and  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  obtain  such  guaranties  of 
payment  to  the  Connecticut  National  Bank  from  members  of  the 
Church  or  other  interested  persons  as  may  be  required  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  aforesaid  notes; 

And  further  resolved:  that  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Church,  as  requested  by  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  National  Bank,  agrees  not  to  mortgage  its  real  property  or  any 
portion  thereof,  until  and  unless  the  aforesaid  notes  and  any  in¬ 
terest  due  thereon  have  been  paid  in  full;  and  that  the  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  such  evidence 
of  such  agreement  as  the  Connecticut  National  Bank  may  require.” 

A  copy  of  the  resolution  was  given  to  each  member  present  since 
it  also  included  a  ballot  expressing  either  approval  or  disapproval 
of  the  resolution.  After  the  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded,  a 
general  discussion  took  place  that  lasted  for  about  an  hour.  Ques¬ 
tions  were  asked  and  answers  given  by  the  appropriate  persons. 
Quite  a  few  spoke  both  for  and  against  certain  aspects  ol  llic 
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resolution.  Finally  the  discussion  ended  when  the  vote  was  called 
for.  The  ballot  vote  resulted  as  follows:  Favorable  13 1 :  Opposed  16. 
The  special  meeting  was  adjourned  at  10  P.M. 
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An  Air  View  of  the  Church  Buildings 


A  Summary  of  Dates  from  1639  to  1910 

1639  Organization  of  Public  Worship 

1640  Erection  of  Log  Meeting-House 

1644  Installation  of  Rev.  John  Jones,  First  Pastor 

1645  Approval  of  Hooker’s  “Survey”  by  the  Church 

1663  Meeting-House  rebuilt 

1664  Death  of  Rev.  John  Jones 

1665  Installation  of  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman,  Second  Pastor 

1668  Appointment  of  Mr.  Wakeman  by  General  Court  to  “consider 
some  expedient  for  our  peace”  together  with  others 

1669  Church  in  Fairfield  follows  the  “Half-Way  Covenant” 

1671-80  Meeting-House  altered  and  repaired 

1683  Election  Sermon  before  General  Court 
by  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman 

1692  Death  of  Mr.  Wakeman 

1694  Installation  of  Rev.  Joseph  Webb 

1695  Organization  of  the  Church  in  Stratfield,  First  Church, 
Bridgeport 

1698  New  Meeting- 1  louse  completed 

1 700- 1  Mr.  Webb  assists  in  founding  Yale  College 

1709  Fairfield  Consociation  formed,  the  church  representatives 
being  Mr.  Webb,  Deacon  John  Thomson  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Cobbett 

1 71 1  Parish  of  West  Farms  (Greens  Farms)  set  off 

1725  Parish  of  Greenfield  Hill  set  off 

1 729  Parish  of  Redding  organized 

1732  Death  of  Mr.  Webb 

1733  Installation  of  Rev.  Noah  Hobart 

1743  General  Association  of  Connecticut  Colony  meets  at  Fairfield 

1747  New  Meeting-House  ordered  to  be  built  on  same  location,  60 
feet  long,  40  feet  wide,  26  feet  high,  steeple  120  feet  high 

1748  Publishing  of  address  to  members  of  the  “Episcopal  Separation 
in  New  England”  by  Rev.  Noah  Hobart 

1750  Printing  of  Election  Sermon  by  Mr.  Hobart  before  the 
General  Court 
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1 75 1  Publishing  of  Second  Address  to  “Members  of  the  Episcopal 

Separation  in  New  England’'  by  Mr.  Hobart 

1753  Mr.  Hobart  elected  Moderator  of  the  General  Association 

1754  Publishing  of  “Principles  of  Congregational  Churches”  by 
Noah  Hobart 

1757  Norfield  Parish  set  off 

1767  North  Fairfield  Parish  set  off 

1773  Death  of  Noah  Hobart,  after  a  pastorate  of  forty  years 

1774  Installation  of  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot 

1777  General  Association  of  Connecticut  convened  in  Fairfield 
1779  Meeting-House  burned  by  the  British  on  July  9th 
1779  Capture  of  Deacon  Silliman  by  British  on  night  of  May  1st 

1779  Public  Worship  held  in  private  houses 

1780  The  New  Court  House  used  for  Public  Worship 

1786  Public  Worship  conducted  in  the  unfinished  Meeting-House 

1790  Andrew  Eliot,  a  member  of  Committee  on  Union  between 
Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Churches 

1790  Voted  that  the  Society  Committee  set  up  warnings  for  “ven- 
duing  the  Pews  in  the  Meeting-House  for  ready  money” 

1805  Death  of  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot 

1807  Installation  of  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey 

1807  Disuse  of  the  Half-Way  Covenant 

1907  New  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  adopted 

1 8 1 1  General  Association  of  Connecticut  meets  in  Fairfield 

1813  Mr.  Elumphrey  appointed  by  Consociation  to  prepare  address 
on  Intemperance 

1813  Mr.  Elumphrey  publishes  a  Series  of  Articles  on  Intemperance 

1815  Fairfield  Charitable  Society  organized  at  residence  of  Mrs. 
David  Hull 

1818  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit  succeeds  Mr.  Humphrey  in  the 
Pastorate 

1818  Congregationalism  as  the  established  religion  of  Connecticut 
is  dis-established  by  law 

1821  Female  Prayer  Meeting  Society  organized  at  the  Home  of 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Hewit 


134 


LxJ'  M,':  ;  ‘ *f  I  0  »;odffiO*  ?\  n*  r<”'  Wv  -007/!  lu  ;  tli'k  :  'r:'  ' 

ht:d>H  .1*/  "!  ;.i^rd  W  )/l  ni  toi  .fp<J 

rrotifibo  >A  Itnur;  0  *)Hi  1  *s«):  j!  oM  LjJ  :  ,(>  nLdoi  i  .iJ 

o.-fo  >  Ii.  ioh.  :  ;  )  ‘  a  j'O  i  lo  3  e  <'u  1 

ntocH  if  at-  1 

flo  J»  rant*!  bio  oM 

#o  I*.,.*  Hcrii/I  bb.l  .11  T  unoS. 

moy  . jtc  1  »iui(  ,db»i  r  lie  ji  <toI !  ,fc  'A  lo  h  ;i 

ii  u  «  i  >  j  •  r  j  *  ).j- 1  i:.s^n  ») 

yjniri  ): fro  in  no  >5!  'in/,  ■>£  *  i.  riucj  { 'irlcj.ni/ '  ^  .if 4 

vrr,f  /d  b  tiii  ’;3.  ‘j  :i  ti 

l  :  .  t  <• 


1825 

1827 

1828 
1832 

1835 

1843 

1844 


1848 

1849 

1854 

1854 

1856 

1857 

1858 
1866 

1866 
I  872 
1873 


1875 

1879 

1880 
1880 


The  Sunday  School  becomes  a  flourishing  part  of  the  Church 

Dr.  Hewit  elected  Secretary  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society 

Rev.  John  Hunter  installed  as  Pastor 

Westport  Congregational  Church  is  organized 

Rev.  Lyman  Atwater  succeeds  Mr.  Hunter 

Congregational  Church  of  Southport  is  organized 

Judge  Roger  M.  Sherman,  deacon,  bequeaths  his  mansion 
and  nine  acres  of  land  to  the  Prime  Ancient  Society,  to  be 
used  as  parsonage 

Congregational  Church  at  Black  Rock  is  organized 

Fifth  House  of  Worship  is  erected  by  the  Prime  Ancient 
Society 

Dr.  Atwater  is  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Logic  in  Princeton 
College 

Dr.  Willis  Lord  becomes  pastor  of  the  Church 

Dr.  Lord  is  made  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Northwest,  Chicago 

Rev.  Alexander  McLean  is  installed  as  Pastor 

The  Chapel  is  erected  on  the  lawn  adjoining  the  church 

Dr.  McLean  is  called  to  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church, 
Buffalo 


Rev.  E.  E.  Rankin,  D.D.  is  installed  as  Pastor 

1  lope  Chapel  is  erected  in  Jennings  Woods 

First  Volume  of  Church  Records  copied  by  Miss  Hannah 
Hobart.  On  Cover  of  original  book  was  the  inscription:  “This 
Booke  of  Records  belongs  to  ye  Church  of  Christ  in  Fairfield 
of  which  I  am  pastor,  Joseph  Webb.  Bought  in  ye  year  1704, 
cost  6,8  in  money,  paid  for  by  ye  Church” 

Church  redecorated,  stained  glass  windows  installed,  pew 
doors  removed. 

Centennial  of  the  Burning  of  Fairfield.  Address  by  Dr. 
Rankin 

Rev.  George  S.  Burroughs  succeeds  Dr.  Rankin  in  the  pas¬ 
torate 

Public  Worship  conducted  in  Hope  Chapel  by  Yale  Divinity 
Students 
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1883  Mr.  Burroughs  receives  the  Ph.D.  degree  from  Princeton 
College 

1884  Mr.  Burroughs  is  called  to  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
New  Britain 

1884  Rev.  John  E.  Bushnell  installed  as  Pastor 

1885  The  Church  Parlors  erected 

1888  Christian  Endeavor  Society  organized 

1888  Mr.  Bushnell  accepts  a  call  to  Presbyterian  Church, 

New  York 

1 888  Rev.  Frank  S.  Child  begins  his  pastorate 

1889  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Church 

1889  Publishing  of  catechism  of  "Children’s  Mid-Week  Service” 

1 890  Sketch  of  Prime  Ancient  Society  is  printed 

1890  Fifth  House  of  Worship  is  burned  on  night  of  May  29th 

1891  Corner  Stone  of  present  Church  Building  is  laid,  May  2nd 

1892  Dedication  of  Sixth  Sanctuary 

1 892  Fresh  Air  Flome  instituted 

1 894  "The  Friendship  of  Jesus”  published 

1895  New  Church  Manual  issued 

1 896  "The  Colonial  Parson  of  New  England”  published 

1904  Sherman  Parsonage  renovated 

1 906  The  pastor  away  for  a  six  months’  travel  vacation 

1906  Historical  Tablet,  containing  the  names  of  pastors,  placed  in 
vestibule  of  Church 

1906  "Ministers  of  Prime  Ancient  Society”  published 

1906  New  Building  for  Fresh  Air  Flome  erected  and  put  in  use 

1908  Jewel  glass  windows  placed  in  north  end  of  the  Church,  in 
memory  of  Deacon  Oliver  B.  Jennings  and  Mrs.  Esther  J. 
Jennings 

1909  A  jewel  glass  window  placed  in  the  west  transept  of  the 
Church,  in  memory  of  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot 

1910  Publishing  of  "A  Church  of  the  Established  Religion  in 
Connecticut”  being  "An  Historical  Sketch”  by  Rev.  Frank  S. 
Child. 
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